


Board of Culture, Arts and Publications, Grand National 
Assembly of Turkey - Publication No. 93 

Arehive Documents 

AtfOCities and 

Genoc1Ge ınmcted 
U po nT urR.s by Armcniai1S 

by 

ismet Binark 
Former General Director of 

the State Archives 
and 

Keseareher - Writer 

ANKARA - 2002 



The information provided in the present work may be utilised 
elsewhere by indicating its source. 

The first edition published in January 2002 

Translated by 
Sadettin Nurgün 

ISBN 975-7479-85-3 

Design & Printed by: GRAFIKER Ltd. Şti. 
0.312. 417 42 61-417 63 93 • Fax: 425 64 87 

ANKARA 1 TÜRKIYE 



'r:~.,.- ~)"~ A., 'Z4-z!" ,..CC.c.c;. C..-~-

6: •c.~L ~ ~~...C:..-.c-c-s-. 

~,,.. ~~· ~.o.-e-\ ~~h • ..c.-:.7~ 

~tr-~~ .. 

iii 

"'[)~ta tM dealı ~ ~ (U(It ~ ~ 

4 ri~ ~ aHd a#e't tM ";Vt4t 1f/Mfd 1fJM ür, 

dap~. ~ ~ t;ut~ ~···" 



iv 



V 

FOKEWORD 

T 
he structure of the Ottoman State is Iike a mosaic made up of 
various ethnic groups, which successfully enabled so many 
people speaking different languages and belonging to 

different religions and races to live side by side in peace without 
quarrel for centuries. Every different element constituted a part of 
this mosaic. All these different elements lived together for centuries 
in harmony under the just and tolerant rule of the Ottoman state. 

The Ottoman state governed all the minorities under its rule in 
peace and security for centuries and did never attempt to assimiiate 
them for political reasons. 

One of the pieces of the said mosaic were the Armenians. While 
no problems arose between Muslims and non-Muslims during the 
powerful periods of the Ottoman state, minority problems began to 
emerge fallawing the weakening of the State, minorities being 
oriented by Western Powers in the directian of their own politicaL 
religious and economic interests. Just then, Western Powers started 
discussing the Question of Orient that was nothing but an 
endeavour to realise their politicaL military and economic 
aspirations towards the Ottoman state. Consequently, the ages old 
harmony was disrupted and the people who had been living 
together in peace took part in subversive activities aiming at the 
breaking of the State under the influence of the winds of politicaL 
religious and nationalistic secession blowing from the West. 

In the ı 9th century, the non-Muslims in the Ottoman state were 
made both the object and the means of the Question of Orient. 
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For the imperialist policy could find comman points between the 
interests of France, Britain, Russia and Germany, usually called the 
Great Powers, and those of non-Muslims. As soan as the 
non-Muslims became aware of this fact, they voluntarily agreed to 
become the dynamic actors and maving power of the Question of 
Orient. In brief, the Question of Orient meant to non-Muslims the 
break up of the Ottoman state, introduction of so called reforms in 
their favour and the obtention through such reforms of concessions 
and privileges that would lead eventually to same autonomy or 
independence. 

The Armenian Question was part of the larger Question of Orient. 
The Armenian Question sternmed from Europe's economic, 
political, religious and cultural interests. Armenians were one of the 
elements engaged in subversive activities against the unity of the 
Ottoman State. The Armenians, who had founded a number of 
revolutionary associations and parties with a dream of establishing 
an Armenian state in Eastern Anatolia, rose up on various pretexts 
and killed a lot of innocent and helpless Turkish people, 
collaborated with the enemy taking advantage of the fact that 
Turkish troops were busy at the front during the First World War, 
betrayed their State and committed atrocities and genocide against 
the Turks. 

Consequently, with the aim of restaring security in the areas just 
behind the front line and protecting innocent and defenceless 
Turkish people living there from Armenian atrocities and genocide, 
the Ottoman State removed the Armenians engaged in subversive 
activities against itself from the theatre of operations and relocated 
them in safe areas within the country in such a way as not to 
disturb local balances. 

In spite of this fact, the Armenians stili continue to maintain their 
unfounded claims through lobbies that they have formed in various 
countries that the Turkish State perpetrated genocide on them 
during the First World War. 

The unfounded Armenian claims have been used and are stili 
being used as a domestic or foreign policy material, as required by 
the circumstances of the day, by countries hostile or friendly to 
Turkey. 

So we are compelled to demonstrate in the light of original 
arehive documents that the Armenian claims are ungrounded, that 
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contrary to the claims the Turks were wronged and they acted in 
self-defence, that the Armenians were the perpetrators of atrocities 
and genocide. To disprove the Armenian allegations is, no doubt, 
a national duty imposed upon us. Scholars and objective history 
writers are called upon to contribute to the fulfilment of this duty. 

Therefore, all the State institutions concerned, universities, 
non-governmental organisations, the Turkish press and 
intellectuals should never forget that they are under such an 
obligation. 

As is known, true information that history is supposed to hand 
down should be based on first hand original sources that is arehive 
documents. History cannot be written and histarical truth lying 
behind incidents cannot be brought to daylight unless documents 
are available. 

Writing of history, passing a judgement about the events in a 
certain period of time or evaluating certain events on the basis of 
mere hypotheses, without any documents is not compatible with 
the impartial attitude and scientific objectivity imposed upon 
history writing. 

As regards the Armenian Question, the right thing to do, right in 
respect of righteousness, justice and humanitarian law is to put 
forth histarical facts on the basis of arehive documents, and to 
demonstrate in the light of arehive documents that the Armenian 
claims are unfounded, that history may not be exploited for 
political purposes, that it were the Armenians that perpetrated 
atrocities and genocide, that the Turks have been unjustly accused 
of genocide and to put an end to the one-sidedness prevailing in 
this matter. One should know that it is in no way possible to cover 
up and distort histarical facts. Such a thing has never been 
successfully carried out in the past. 

One should know that the present work has been prepared 
without any ulterior motive on the basis of the documents available 
in the Ottoman Archives entrusted to the Prime Ministry, in the 
General Staff Archives of Military History and Strategical Studies, in 
the Russian, British, French, German and American archives as well 
as referring to various works in this field available in the libraries of 
various countries. 

We do not intend at all to attribute the crimes committed by the 
Armenian armed bands who rebelled against and betrayed their 
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State and perpetrated atrocities and genocide to the innocent and 
defenceless Turkish people to today's Armenian nation. 

The present work has been published by the Turkish Parliament 
in order to give an opportunity to the world public opinion and 
distinguished Parliamentarians of various countries to see and 
correctly evaluate the naked histarical facts which are far from 
supporting the unfounded Armenian claims of genocide. Using 
history for political exploitation constitutes no doubt a very serious 
responsibility. 

I sincerely hope that the present work would help shed light on 
histarical truth with a view to humanitarian law and constitute 
a source for those who work in this field. 

Ömer İZGI 
President of the Grand National 

Assembly of Turkey 
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Introduction 

W 
ith the help of some lobbies that they formed in 
various countries all over the world, the Armenians 
have been able to keep on the world agenda their 

unfounded claims and calumnies to the effect that the Turkish 
state perpetrated genocide against themselves. They have been 
seeking support to their claims from the world public opinion. 

Some Armenian and pro-Armenian historians and writers, 
cherishing a dream of establishing an Armenian homeland on 
the Anatolian soil, published a number of so-called scientific 
works in this century, works embellished with imaginary 
accounts of massacres, not based on documents, incompatible 
with the truth and repeating one another with the aim of keeping 
alive the history and culture of Armenians and, in the mean time, 
carrying the unfounded Armenian claims to the world agenda. 

Authors of Armenian origin as well as those who support the 
unfounded Armenian claims have been endeavouring to keep 
alive some undocumented and ungrounded claims to the effect 
that Eastern Anatolia was the fatherland of Armenians, that the 
Turks took away this Iand from its original proprietors by force 
and forced them to depart through systematic massacres and 
carried out a planned genocide in I 915 in order to achieve their 
final objective. 

This claim of genocide, which the Armenians cling to so 
tightly, is but a whopping lie. These claims are all solely 
politically motivated. A genocide has never taken place. Yet it 
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has been observed that some countries hostile to or even 
friendly with Turkey have occasionally lent support to these 
unfounded Armenian claims with the intention of using them for 
their own domestic or foreign policy ends as required by the 
necessities of the day. There is no doubt that this issue will 
continue to be kept in hand to be used in accordance with the 
general state of affairs and the state of Turkey's relations with 
others. 

It is commonly believed that we have now faced this situation 
just because we have remained quiet and insensitive to the 
unfounded Armenian claims for too long a time. 

The Turkish Republic has failed to explain her right cause to 
the world. The truth is that contrary to the Armenian claims it is 
the Turks that were the victims of a genocide, yet we could not 
bring it to the knowledge of the world public opinion. The aim of 
the Armenians is today, as it was yesterday, to have Turkey 
condemned first in international community and then to demand 
reparations and soil. Armenians' dream for blood and soil will 
continue. 

Today it is necessary to view the Turkish policy from a larger 
angle. Turkey ought to make use in her foreign policy of ample 
possibilities offered by its strategical and privileged geographic 
position to the greatest extent possible and follow an active and 
multidimensional foreign policy. 

The Armenian claims have been based on a distorted view of 
history. The ungrounded and inconsistent Armenian claims must 
be refuted and this must be made known to the world public 
opinion. Until and unless this has been done, one should know 
that the Iies would continue. 

So, what is to be done is to demonstrate very seriously in the 
light of documents in various circles that the perpetrators of 
atrocities and genocide are not the Turks but the Armenians on 
the contrary. 

As a response to the unfounded Armenian claims which have 
been propagated for decades, we must show in the light of 
documents and in front of history which is detached from lies 
that it was the Armenians that committed genocide and must teli 
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the histork truth to the world public opınıon, Parliaments, 
statesmen and intellectuals of the countries supporting the 
Armenian claims. It will never be an appropriate and valid act 
before history to overlook the issue, to remain silent and not to 
reply to the publications bringing forth those one-sided, ulterior 
motivated, unfounded claims. 

The silence displayed by the Turkish nation in the dignity 
peculiar to right people was mispresented and confounded with 
that of wrongdoers. 

It is a national as well as scientific and histork duty on the 
part of all state institutions concerned, universities, 
non-governmental organisations, the Turkish press and Turkish 
intellectuals to disprove the unfounded allegations and set all 
the histarical facts in front of the world public opinion. 

When I was once in charge of the Directorale General of the 
State Archives, I published original arehive documents kept in 
the Ottoman Archives relating to this question and thus informed 
the world public opinion of the massacres atrocities and 
genocide committed by the Armenian revolutionaries and armed 
bands in Anatolia and the Caucasus and so contributed to the 
refutation of the unfounded Armenian allegations in front of 
history. In view of the fact that at the present time some 
politicians, sharing Armenians' animosity and grudge, who lend 
support to Armenian claims with the intention of using them as 
a domestic policy material and strive to revive the Treaty of 
Sevres, have been trying to distort histarical facts, it has become 
again a national and scientific duty for me to reiterate the truth 
in the Iight of authentic documents and photographs concerning 
the genocide of the Turks by Armenians. 

Armenian nation and the Armenian diaspora in particular are 
not to gain anything from using history as a means of political 
exploitation by distorting the past events and from conducting 
bargains over corpses under the poster of genocide. For policies 
based on grudge and avenging is doomed to bankruptcy. 
It should not be forgotten that seeds of grudge and hatred do not 
bring peace, friendship and human virtues to communities and 
nations. 
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ARCHIVE DOCUMENTS ABOUT THE ATROCITIES AND GENOCIDE INFLICTED UPON TURKS BY ARMENIANS 

Chapter I 

Understanding of Justice in the Turkish State Tradition 

T 
he Kutadgu Bilig, a didactic work in verse which Yusuf Has 
Hacip completed in ı 069/1070 and presented at Kashgar to 
the Karahanid sovereign Abd Ali Hasan bin Suleyman Arslan, 

is a histarical source that provides philosophical and moral advices 
about state administration and deseribes an ideal social life. This 
work contains views and thoughts concerning the social life, 
morals, value standards and state administration of the Turks. 

The Kutadgu Bilig defines the function of the protector of law and 
institution of justice as follows: "Folks obey customs and law in the 
same way as Lords behave inaccordance with customs and law." 

"The Turkish custom is that the Sovereign administers justice at 
a high court which might be cal/ed the court of complaints or wrong
doings in his capacity as head of state and as the father of the 
nation bearing the titles of Yarfu, Yolak and Dar-ui-Adl. 

The chief duty of the Turkish heads of state and government 
towards their subjects was to administer justice. 

We learn from histarical sources that in the Anato/ian Seljuk state 
hearings were he/d twice a week at the ffigh Court and complaints 
of people were looked into regardless of their religion. This practice 
was the continuation of a tradition of the Oreat Seljuk State. We 
a/so know that in the Ottoman state great importance was attached 
to justice as is testified to by the dietum Justice is the basis of the 
country. "0 1 

Thanks to governing in justice, which is one of the most impor
tant principles of the Turkish state tradition, the Ottoman state was 
able to make its citizens live together in peace, tranquillity and pros
perity for centuries in a manner which was never achieved by any 
other state throughout history. 

01 lsmet Binark: "Arşiv Belgeleri ışığında Osmanlı'da Adalet An l ayışı". [The Ottoman Concept of Justice in the 
light of Arehive Documents]. Osmanlı 'da Insan Hakla" (November 25-26, 1999, Manisa): Uluslararası 
Sempozyum Bildiri/eri. Manisa, 2000, pp. 162-163. 
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Under the Ottomans 

"personal rights of those who believed in religions other than 
Islam were legally protected by the State. No ethnic group whatso
ever was favoured before law and different ethnic groups were 
never oppressed. · (2) 

"lt is a well known fact that believers in eveıy religion such as 
Islam, Christianity and Judaism lived in the Ottoman lands. Had it 
not been for the freedam of religion in the Ottoman state, it would 
not have been possible. The Ottomans were obliged to preserve 
what in existence and to be watchful and diligent towards expan
sion. " (J) 

'The islamic law had already guaranteed human rights to all her 
subjects. Right to life, right to own, right to raise a family, right to 
inherit had their places in the /ega/ system. 

Ottomans outlook on life is a human centred one. Islam dea/s 
with Man by taking the World and herearter as a who/e. 

lt is essential in Islam that the concept of human rights has a 
divine character The Turks have understood Islam as submission to 
Ood, obedience to his orders, being kind to his creature. and fair 
conduct. "(4) 

The Ottomans lasted for centuries as a sovereign state just 
because they governed non-Turkish and non-muslim minorities in 
justice with no oppression at all on their customs, beliefs and ways 
of life. 

It has never been a State policy with the Ottomans to attempt to 
assimiiate the minorities resorting to certain methods as was done 
by some great powers. This is the reason why they had been able 
to stamp some centuries in history as the Ottoman centuries. 

The centuries old tolerance shown by the Ottomans towards 
other religions and ethnic groups is an undeniable histarical fact. 
If it were otherwise, linguistic and religious geography of many 
countries would have been completely different today. 

(
2
l Hatice Palaz Erdemir: "Tarihi Gelişim Sürecinde Insan Hakları ve Osmanlı Modeli". [Human Rights and the 

Ottoman Model in the process of histarical development]. ap. cit., p. 42. 

(Jl Fahrettin Olguner: "Insan Haklarında Ölçü ve Osmanlı". [The Standards of Human Rights and the Ottaman]. 
ap. cit., p. 12. 

(
4

l lsmet Binark: ap. cit., p. 165. 
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Here is the observation of a foreign writer, Felix ValyL about the 
Turks' just government and tolerance: 

"The best proof as to the tolerance of muslim governments is the 
fact that great numbers of persecuted christians and members of 
other sects sought refuge with muslim territories so as to be ab/e to 
practice their own religions. Qreat numbers of persecuted jews in 
Spain took refuge with Turkey towards the end of the 15th century. 

The Calvinists in Hungary and Transy/vania as well as the 
Unitarians in the latter preferred to go to Turkey instead of falling 
into the hands of the fanatic dynasty of the Habsburgs. The protes
tants of Silesia looked to Turkey with hopeful eyes in the 1 7th 
century. They wou/d have migrated and submitted themse/ves to a 
muslim government so as to be ab/e to enjoy freedom of religion. 
The Cossacks, members of the sect of Old Believers, persecuted by 
the Russian State Church, could find a tolerance in Turkey which 
their christian fellows refused to show them. "151 

Another author, Alexander PoweiL writes as follows in his book: 

"Whilst the Crusaders were slaying muslim prisoners in Pa/estine, 
the terror disseminated by the lnquisition in Spain was at its peak, 
Cromwel/'s soldiers were killing lrish catholics and the French 
protestan ts were being erased at the order of the King and all over 
Europe jews were subjected to immense cruelty and savagery, 
it would be proper to recai/ that muslims, christians and jews were 
living together as friends in Asia Minor. "<6

> 

In the opinion of yet another foreign writer, Talcott Williams, 

"The to/erance shown to foreign beliefs and hostile faiths by the 
Ottoman law and Ottoman officials which enab/ed them to establish 
their own religious institutions and to shape their own education 
was such that the thousand year old liberty reigning in F'rance in the 
field of sects and beliefs, dating from the times of the ancient Qau/, 
cou/d not be com pa red with it. " m 

Armenians Under the Turkish Kule 

At the time when the Turks conquered Anatolia, there was not 
such a thing as an independent Armenian state on that soil. As for 

131 Felix Valyi: Revolutions in Islam. London, 1925. pp. 27-28. 
161 E. Alexander Powell: The Struggle for Power in Mos/em Asia. New York, 1925, p. 120. 
171 Talcot Williams: Turkey, A World Problem of Taday. New York, 1922, p. 194. 
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the period just preceding the Turkish conquest, Armenians had 
become the subject of long struggles first between the Byzantium 
(Eastern Roman Empire) and Iran, and afterwards between the 
Byzantium and muslim states. The Armenians were frequently 
exiled in great numbers for seetarian and political reasons. 

As a sharp contrast to their previous pitiable state, Armenians 
became tand owners under the Turkish rule and had the opportu
nity of enjoying a free life, free in speaking their own language and 
practising their own religion under the muslim law. 

The Turks have always treated the non-muslims in the territories 
under their rule in benevolence and tolerance in such a degree that 
which was yet to be achieved in the future. They Jet them free in all 
their business among themselves, in their language, religion and 
beliefs. 

Under the principles adopted by the Ottomans in the field of 
governing people, christian communities were granted such a great 
freedom that they could preserve their religious and national iden
tities. This fact only proves that the tolerance shown by the 
Ottomans to the non-muslims was far beyond their times, this is 
especially true when the contemporary practices in other countries 
were taken into consideration . 

As is known, muslims and jews were not able to stay any Ionger 
in Spain after I 492 and they had to take refuge with the Ottomans. 
In France, massacres took place 
in 1572 at Saint Barthelemy. 
Religious wars shook Europe until 
1648, whereas non-muslims lived 
in peace, tranquillity and welfare 
under the just government of the 
Ottomans. 

The Armenians were a trusted 
people in the Empire and could 
thus sametimes get themselves 

The Armenians were a 
trusted people in the 

Empire and could thus 
sometimes get 

themselves appointed to 
rather important postsin 

the course of centuries 
under the Ottoman rule ... 

appointed to rather important posts in the course of centuries 
under the Ottoman rule and were called therefore "the Ioyal sub
jects '. It was in this period, namely under the Ottoman rule that 
Armenians enjoyed the best and most stable years of their 
existence. 
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Armenian histarian Oscanyan observes that 

"The Armenian community constituted the essence of the daily 
life. For the Turks accustomed to goveming rather than serving for 
long had left all the branches of industry to them. Therefore 
bankers, traders, engineers in Turkey were Armenians. On the other 
hand there was a similarity in feelings and comman interests 
between them. The Armenians became the most influential 
subjects by easily adapting themselves to the Turks and eaming 
the ir trust. "<81 

An Armenian priest Y.G. Çark, deseribes the state of Armenians 
as follows: 

"/ believe that it won't be a mistake to consider this Third Period 
that is the Tanzimat to be the golden age of Armenians. During this 
period, which we regard as the most bountiful and favourable one 
of all, Armenians advanced in every field and could reach higher 
positions by showing themselves and eaming canfidence and trust 
of the Oovemment. "<91 

Whilst the Ottoman Armenians were being protected under the 
Ottoman rule, in Russia foundations, schools and religious institu
tions belonging to Armenians were seized forcibly, education in 
Armenian banned and Armenian clergymen and successful 
m erehan ts exiled. <101 

Russian Armenians were far from enjoying even one tenth of the 
rights enjoyed by Ottoman Armenians. <1 11 

Galich, Russian Governor General for the Caucasus, says in the 
Report he submitted to the Czar in 1898 that 

"Armenian revolutionary ideas have been disseminated by 
clergymen, the press and revolutionary organisations established 
abroad. Every one who is occupied with such ideas must be imme
diately expulsed from the Caucasus and drastic measures should be 

<
81 D. Oscanyan: The Sultan and his Peaple. London, 1957, p. 353. 

<
91 Y.G. Çark: Türk Devleti Hizmetinde Ermeni/er, 1453-1953. [Armenians in the service of the Turkish State, 

1453 - 1953]. Istanbul, 1953, p. 44. 
001 B.A. Boryan: Armeniya mejdunarodnaya dipiomatiya i SSSR, çast 1. Moskva, 1929, p. 217; S.M.Akopyan: 

Zapodnaya Armeniya v planah imperialistiçeşkih derjav v period pervay miravay vaym. Yerevan, 1967, p. 162. 
0 11 Edgar, Granville: Le Tsarisme en Asie Mineure. Revue Politique lnternationale, 1917, (Tranlated into Turkish 

:Çarlık Rusyası'nın Türkiye'deki Oyunları. Translated by Orhan Arıman. Ankara, 1967, p. 30. 
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taken to prevent its spread to the people. Since ideas of indepen
dence have been strengthened in schools, Armenian schools must 
be brought under control by subjecting them to the Russian System 
of Education. Therefore, 320 Armenian schools were shut down 
and the school buildings were placed under the control of the 
Ministry of Education. 1 respectfully submit this measure for 
imperial endorsement. As the press and the associations for public 
benefit are all occupied with politics, 1 respectfully ask for the 
permission to shut down their printing- presses as well as their 
associations. " 02ı 

From the second half of the ı 9th century, the Armenians, known 
to be the loyal subjects of the Ottoman state, were used especially 
by the Czarist Russia and Britain to break up the Ottoman state from 
within. 

The uprising of the Armenians who were not called upon for 
military service at the beginning, their commercial interests were 
protected and consequently they could build up significant wealth 
and reached higher political positions thanks to the good education 
ensured for them by the state was prompted by the hypocritical 
reform demands of certain two-faced powers which used Armenians 
as an instrument and refused to grant the same interests in their 
own territory as they had demanded from the Ottomans on behalf 
of the Armenians . 

An International lmperialist Strategy: The Question of Orient 

The Ottoman state has been betrayed so many times by the 
members of different nationalities under its rule as well as by the 
western powers to which it had granted political and economic 
privileges. 

Armenians too appeared on this stage. They allowed themselves 
to be deceived by certain powers intending to employ them as a 
pair of tongs in braking up the Ottoman geography and thus 
betrayed the Ottoman state which had offered them the possibility 
of living in peace and prosperity under its own equitable 
government. 

0 2 ı Neşide Kerem Demir: Bir Şehit Anasma Tarihin Söyledikleri: Türkiye'nin Ermeni Meselesi. [The Armenian 
Question In Turkey: History's Relevations To The Mother of A Martyr]. 3d edition. Ankara, 1982, p. 62. 
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It is from the second half of the ı 9th century that people started 
tatking about an Armenian question. 

If so wished, one might find the beginning of this question in the 
Edict of Isiahat (betterment) of 1856 or in the Turco-Russian War of 
ı 877-78 and the subsequent Treaty of St. Stephanos of March 3, 
ı 878 as well as in the Peace Conference of Berlin dated July ı 3. 
ı878. Some articles were first inserted into the Treaties of St. 
Stephanos and Berlin providing that conditions should be bettered 
in places inhabited by Armenians and then Great Powers interfered 
in the internal affairs of the Ottoman state on the basis of such 
articles and thus gave rise to the Armenian Question. 

In fact, the Armenian Question was part of the larger Question of 
Orient. The imperialist European states called the Great Powers 
(Russia, Britain, France and Germany) vehemently supported the 
nationalİst and secessionist movements originated amidst the non
muslim subjects with the aim of breaking up the Ottoman state in 
conformity with their interests and attempted to establish states in 
the Balkans under their influence. 

It is known that the Armenian question did not stern from the 
sociaL culturaL economic, administrative and political status of 
those Armenians living in the territory of the Ottoman state and that 
its underlying cause was an artificially created international 
imperialistic strategy by the name of the Question of Orient namely 
a policy of balance of powers. 

As a term of diptornatic history, the Question of Orient 
expresses the effort on the part of the western powers to break up 
the Ottoman state in the second half of the ı 9th century. The mean
ing of the Question of orient to non-muslims was in brief the break
ing up of the Ottoman state and effecting of some reforms that 
would produce concessions and privileges in their favour bound to 
Iead eventually to autonomy and independence. 11 31 

0 31 Bayram Kodaman: "Şark Meselesi ve Tarihi Gelişimi". [The Question of Orient and its Histarical 
Development]. Tarihi Gelişmeler Içinde Türkiye'nin Sorunları Sempozyumu, Ankara, March 8-9, 1990, pp. 
59-63; Bayram Kodaman: "Ermeni Meselesinin Doğuş Sebepleri". [The Reasons giving rise to the Armenian 
Question]. Türk Kültürü, (219), March-Aprll1981, pp. 240-249; Yılmaz Öztuna: XX. Yüzyı/m Son Çeyreğinde 
Şark Meselesi. [The Question of Orient in the Last Quarter of the 20th Century]. Ankara, 1989; Cevdet Küçük: 
"Şark Meselesi Hakkında Önemli Bir Vesika". [An lmportant Document concerning the Question of Orient]. 
/.ü. Edebiyat Fakültesi Tarih Dergisi, (32), March 1979, pp. 607-638. 
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Emergence of Armenian Revolutionary Associations 

From ı 870 on a number of associations and revolutionary organ
isations were established with a dream of founding an Armenian 
state in eastern Anatolia. 

The first organisations are the "Black Cross" and "Armenakan" at 
Van and "The Protectors of Homeland" at Erzurum. Their activities 
failed to be effective and remained restricted, at least at the begin
ning, to their areas for great majority of Armenians who had been 
living in peace and prosperity, without any complaints, under the 
Ottoman rule did not pay much attention to them. 

Between ı870 and ı880, "Araratlı" was founded at Van, "School 
Lovers" and "The East" at Mush and "Nationalist Women" at Erzurum. 
Later on Araratlı, School Lovers and the East were combined to 
create the "United Armenian Association. " The Armenakan Party 
was the first revolutionary political party. The purpose of this party 
was to found an independent Armenian state through revolution. To 
achieve this end it endeavoured to bring all Armenians together, to 
disseminate revolutionary ideas, to raise money and get arms and 
organise armed bands. Information about how to use arms and 
lessons of military tactics were given by the Russian Cansul Major 
Kamsaragan in the Armenian School at Van.ı' 4> 

Upon the failure to incite the Ottoman Armenians to rise up 
against the state by means of such associations established within 
the country, Russian Armenians were made to establish organisa
tions abroad. Hinchak was founded in ı 887 at Geneva, Tashnak in 
ı 890 at Tblisi. They were told that their aim should be to liberate 
Anatolia and Ottoman Armenians. 

Armenian histarian Louise Nalbandian writes about the activities 
of the Armenakan Party as follows: 

"The known activities of the Party comprise the attack on Turkish 
security men of the band members Hovannes Agripasyan, Vardan 
Oolashyan and 1\arabet Kulaksizyan who had put on them 1\urdish 
clothes, various murders, assau/ts on tribes, murder of Nuri Effendi, 
a paliceman at Van, participation together with members of 
Hinchak in the Van uprising in June 1896, skirmishes of an armed 
band of 200 people und er the leadership of Avetisyan with 

04
> Louise Nalbandian: The Armenian Revolutionary Movement. Los Angeles, 1963, pp. 97 -98. 
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tribesmen and Assyrians in the vicinity of Karahisar Mountains 
aided by armed bands of Tashnagsagan and lfame/and organisa
tions ... " 0 51 

As for the activities of the Iii n ch ak Committee, Nalbandian writes 
as follows: 

"Provocation and acts of violence were required in order to excite 
the people. It was necessary to provoke the people and thus 
compel the enemy to take retaliatory actions. Canfidence of people 
towards the Hinchak Committee was to be secured through acts of 
violence. Consequently prestige of the Ottoman government would 
be weakened and every kind of effort was to be made for its total 
disintegration. "0 61 

Anather Armenian historian, Papazian, says about the Tashnag 
Committee that 

"The objectives of the Committee were the acquisition through 
rebellion of political and economic freedoms for the Ottoman 
Armenians, elimination of officials and traitors in the government, 
destruction and damaging of official buildings and plundering. "117

' 

Captain Clayton, British Cansul at Van, points out in his Reportı ısı 

dated October 12, 1880 that he received information to the effect 
that associations were set up in the Russian Armenia with the aim 
of shipping arms and ammunition to the Ottoman Armenians that 
agents were hired for the distribution of arms. 

Clayton reports in November that Armenians were preparing 
themselves for an uprising and that an American missionary 
informed him that arms were continuously coming from Russia. 0 91 

Captain Everett, British Cansul at Erzurum, asserts in his report 
dated November 24, that information to the effect that arms were 
collected in Russia was beyand do u bt. 1201 

051 Louise Nalbandian: op. cit. , pp. 94, 97-98. 
1161 Louise Nalbandian : op. cil. , pp. 110- 111. See: Esat Uras: Tarihte Ermeniler ve Ermeni Meselesi. [The 

Armenians in History and the Armenian Question]. 2nd printing. Istanbul, 1976, pp. 432 - 439 for the 
Program of the Revolutionary Hunchak Party prepared in 1886 and printed in London in 1887. 

1171 K. S. Papazian: Patriotism Perverted. Boston, 1934, pp. 14-15; Esat Uras: op. cil. , p. 450. 
1161 Foreign Office (FO), 424/107, No: 194, Annex -1. 
091 Foreign Office (FO), 424/107, No: 185 and 212. 
1201 Foreign Office (FO), 424/107, No: 213. 
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... the object of 
Armenian revolutionary 
organisations and the 

armed bands that they 
assembled was nothing 

but establishing an 
independent Armenian 

state by starting 
uprisings against the 

Ottoman state in various 
places of Anatolia and 

trying to bring about the 
collapse of it. 

ISMET BINARK 

One of the force focuses lying 
behind the curtain, which was 
related to the rise of the question 
of orient, and to the formatian of 
Armenian revolutionary commit
teesis Russia. 

In a report submitted to his 
government in 1876, the British 
Arnbassadar Sir Elliot in İstanbul 
reports as follows: 

''A high positioned Armenian, 
not connected to the Ottoman 
Oovernment, came and to/d me 
that all these events occurred at 
the instigation of Russians. This 

news is in conformity with the information 1 have had from other 
sources. • 

Lord Edgar Granville, one of the British foreign ministers of the' 
period, said in brief that 

'Armenians' revalt against the Ottoman state did not happen 
spontaneously. For not a single Armenian act took place in Turkey 
un til Russians /ai d hands u po n Armenians. ' ıııı 

As can be clearly seen from what has been written by Armenian 
authors and historians as well as by western diplomats, the object 
of Armenian revolutionary organisations and the armed bands that 
they assembled was nothing but establishing an independent 
Armenian state by starting uprisings against the Ottoman state in 
various places of Anatolia and trying to bring about the collapse of 
it. 

The Armenian revolutionary associations and armed bands 
started implementing this program and staged various uprisings on 
different dates. First initiatives came from the Hinchaks, to be 
followed by the Tashnaks later on. The feature common to all 
attempts to revolt was that those who had come from abroad 
planned them all. 

ıııı Sadi Koçaş: Tarih Boyunca Ermeniler ve Türk-Ermeni Ilişkileri. [Armenians and the Turkish-Armenian 
Relations in History]. Ankara, 1967, p. 79. 
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The report sent by the German Arnbassadar Saurma to his 
Ministry on October 6, testifies to the activities of Armenian 
revolutionaries: 

"All attempts to rise up have been organised by Armenian 
revo/utionary organisations as faresee n in the ir programs. "1221 

The Armenian church was anather factor exhorting Armenian 
organisations and bands to rise up against the Ottoman state. 

The Armenian histarian Pasdermadjian points out to the impor
tance of the Armenian Church as follows: 

"The Armenian Church is the body housing the saul of the 
Armenian nation waiting for revival. "1231 

Yet anather historian, Boyajian, asserts that 

"No history of Armenians, no matter how comprehensive it may 
be, can be considered a full history telling the true life of Armenians 
if it does not treat the Armenian Church in the same degree. 
The Armenian nation and the Armenian Church are so intertwined 
that it is not possible to discus one of them without touching the 
other." 1241 

The Armenian Church was defined by the Armenian patriarch, 
M. Ormanyan, as 

"the visibi e so u/ of the Jost country. "1251 

The close relationship of the Armenian Church and Armenian 
clergymen with the Armenian question, its involvement in the 
formation of Armenian revolutionary associations and armed bands 
and in their being armed have been explained by Gevand Turyan, 
an Armenian bishop and an Ottoman citizen, as follows: 

"Religious communities had Jang become revo/utionary hearths 
of the Armenian revolutionary parties and most diabo/ica/ plans had 
been drawn up there. Religious spaces had become warehouses of 
arms and hearths of plots. Religious leaders had been exhorting the 
people to rise up against the state with their speeches and writings, 

1221 German Archives. Die Grosse Politik, Band: X, No: 2428 (mentioned in Kamuran Gürün: Ermeni Dosyası. [The 
Armenian File]. 3d edition. Ankara, 1985, pp. 153-154. 

1231 Hrand Pasdermadjian: Histoire de I'Armenie. Paris, 1949, p. 290. 
1241 Dickran H. Boyajian: Armenia: TheCaseFor a Forgotten Genocide. New Jersey, 1972, p. 84. 
1251 Yves Ternon: Les Armeniens: Historie d'un genocide. Paris, 1977, p. 34. 
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people that had trusted them. They did not preach any more the 
teaching of the Qospel and utter noble words in their sermons. 
Rebellion had replaced Joyalty and righteousness in their sermons, 
hatred and revenge had taken the place of humanity. Meanness and 
ignominy were preached in place of high morality. Religious Jeaders 
presided over festivities, meetings and ceremonies organİsed by 
revolutionary committees. ' 1261 

The Armenian Church had become the ground in which not only 
the animosity to Turks but also the Armenian nationalism 
flourished. The greatest support to the Church in the awakening of 
the Armenian nationalism 

"was provided by the Oreat powers. lt was Russia in particu/ar 
from among the Oreat Powers that first opened the Armenian file in 
diplomacy. "1271 

Uprisings of Armenian Kevolutionary Associations 
and Armed Bands 

The first uprising took place at Erzurum on June 20, ı 890. It was 
followed by the demonstration taking place at Kumkapı in the same 
year July ı 5. ı 890 and the incidents of 1892 - 1893 of Kayseri, 
Yozgat, Çorum and Merzifon; the first Sassoun uprising in August 
1894, the demonstration at the Sublime Porte on September 30, 
ı895, the Zeytun rebellion from October 24, ı895 to January 28, 
ı 896, the rebellion at Van on June 3, ı 896; occupation of the 
Ottoman Bank on August 14, 1896; the second Sassoun uprising in 
1903; the attempt to kill Sultan Abdulhamid at Yıldız on July 21, 
1905; the incidents at Adana on April 14. 1909. 

It is well documented that all the risings were staged with the aim 
of forcing the Great Powers to effect an armed intervention towards 
the Ottoman state. 

It is worth noting that the Armenian Patriarch told the British 
Arnbassadar Elliot on December 6, 1876 that 

"if it is required to start revolution or to rise up in order to secure 
the intervention of Europe in this matter or to draw its attention, 
that can be done quite easily. "1281 

1261 A Qui la Faute? Aux Partis Revue Armenien. (Publication de la Revue Dadiar). Constantinople, 1917, pp. 40-41. 
1271 M. Kemal Öke: Ermeni Meselesi. [The Armenian Question].lstanbul, 1986, p. 91. 
1281 FO, 424/46, pp. 205-206, No: 336. 
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The British Arnbassadar Currie at Istanbul expressed the 
following view in his report he sent to the foreign Office on 
March 28, ı 894: 

"The Armenian revolutionaries stir up disorders with the aim of 
fareing the Ottomans to retaliate and thus pave the way for the 
intervention of foreign countries. "(291 

The British Consul Grave at Erzurum, in a message sent to the 
British Embassy at İstanbul on January 28, I 895, reports that 

"The purpose of Armenian revolutionaries is to compel the 
Turkish government and Turkish nation to take action against them
selves because of the general discontent they create themselves 
and so draw the attention of foreign powers to the imaginary 
sufferings of the Armenian people and convince them of the 
necessity to improve the situation. "(:ıoı 

Upon the question of New York Herald correspondent Sydney 
Whitman as to whether such clashes would stili have happened if 
Armenian revolutionaries had not come and had not instigated 
Armenians to rise up, the British Consul Graves replied "of course not, 
1 do not think that a single Armenian would have been kil/ed. " (311 

General Mayewski who served as Russia's Consul General at 
Bitlis and at Van, reports as follows in a report of 19 ı 2: 

"Armenian revolutionaries created such a suspicion between 
Armenians and the local people in 1895 and 1896 that it became 
impossible to carry out any reforms in this area. Armenian 
c/ergymen were not busy with religious education at all. They 
endeavoured instead to disseminate nationalistic ideas. Such ideas 
were developed within the walls of the mysterious monasteries and 
enmity of christians towards muslims replaced religious duties. The 
reason of the rebellions taking place in many provinces of Anatolia 
in the years 1 895 and 1896 was neither the poverty of Armenian 
villagers nor the supposed oppression on them. For these villagers 
were richer and more prosperous than their neighbours. Three 
causes may be mentioned for the Armenian uprisings: 

(
291 8/ue 8ook, (Turkey), No: 6 (1894), p. 57. 

(
301 8/ue 8ook, (Turkey), No: 6 (1894), pp. 222-223. 

(
31 1 Esat Uras: op. cit., p. 426. 
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... Armenian 
revolutionaries were 

responsible for whatever 
happened in Anatolia. 

ISMET BINARK 

1) the ir development in political 
matters: 2) the development of 
the ideas of nationalism, libera
tion and independence in the 
Armenian public opinion and 
3) support provided by western 

governments to such ideas and the effort of clergymen to dissemi
nate them. ''321 

The British Vice-consul at Van, Mr. Williams, points out in his 
report dated March 4, ı 896 that 

" Tashnaks and Hinchaks incited people in an excessive and wild 
manner and paralysed all the effort and activities undertaken to 
implement the reforms and that Armenian revolutionaries were 
responsible for whatever happened in Anatolia. "'331 

The British Consul General at Adana, Mr. Doughty Wily, saysin his 
report dated ı 909 that 

"Armenians have been striving to secure the intervention of 
foreign po w ers. " '341 

General Mayewski states in another Report of his dated ı 9 ı 2 that 

"The Tashnak militants have been trying to pave the way for 

Russian intervention by inciting troubles between Armenians and 
muslims. "'351 

The Armenian histarian Papazian wrote that 

"The purpose of all the incidents and uprisings was to induce the 
European states to intervene in the domestic affairs of the Ottoman 
state. "'361 

Every time Armenian revolutionaries incited an uprising, they did 
so after a propaganda campaign that European powers would 
intervene immediately after the start of the rebellion. 

As is quite clear, the reason for the uprisings staged by Armenian 
revolutionaries and armed bands was neither misery, need for 

'
321 General Mayewski: Les Massacres d'Armı!mie: Statistiques des Provinces de Van et de Bitlis. Petersburg, 

1916, pp. 11-13. 

'
331 Blue Book, (Turkey), No: B (1896), p. 108. 

'
341 Schemsi Kara (Reşit Saffet Atabinen]: Turcs et Armeniens Devant l'historie. Geneve, 1919, p.11 . 

'
351 Sc hem si Kara: op. cit., p. 11. 

'
361 K. S. Papazian: op. cit., p. 19. 
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reforms nor alleged oppression exerted on them. The real reason 
for uprisings was the desire on the part of the western great powers 
and Russia, to break up the Ottoman Empire, which had struck its 
stamp on history, in cooperation with Armenian revolutionaries and 
Armenian Church. 

Faced with an uprising, the Ottoman state reacted in the same 
way as any other state would have reacted and sent troops to put it 
down. Yet the suppression of every incident was presented to the 
world as 'a new massacre" by Armenians and their sympathisers. 

Armenians formed numerous bands armed with the arms supplied 
from abroad, rose up against the Ottoman state and behaved as 
though they regarded it as a pleasant duty to sh ed the blood of Turks. 

This reality has been confirmed once more in a report submitted 
to his government by the Austrian Consul, one of the impartial 
representatives as follows: 

"The outcry and clamour of 
Armenians that Turks have been 
persecuting Armenians are noth
ing but lies. The Turkish govem
ment has done nothing evil to 
Armenians. Perhaps Armenians 
have planned a revolution taking 

The outcry and clamour 
of Armenians that Turks 
have been persecuting 
Armenians are nothing 

but Iies. 

advantage of the indifference of the govemment, have armed bands 
and sent them to mountains, as for the Turks, perhaps they have 
been trying only to pursue them and put down the risings. "'371 

The outbreak of the First World W ar and the entry of the Ottoman 
state in it on November 1, ı 9 ı 4 as an ally of Germany against the 
Entente Powers was regarded by Armenians as a great historic 
opportunity for them. 

As has been pointed out by the Armenian historian Louise 
Nalbandian 

"ln the eyes of the Armenian revolutionaries, the most favourable 
time to start up a total insurrection to achieve their end was the 
time when the Ottoman state was at war. " (31!) 

(
371 Nikerled Krayblls: Rusya'mn Şark Siyaseti ve Vilayet-i Şarkiyye Mes'elesi. [Eastern Policy of Russia and the 

question of Eastern Provinces]. Translated by Habil Adern. Istanbul, 1932, p. 178 (mentioned Neşide Kerem 
Demir: op. cıt., p. 61.) 

(
381 Louise Nalbandian : op. cit., p. 111 . 
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Considering that Armenian associations might get into action in 
the war, some representatives of the Ottoman government held a 
meeting, before the war, with some leaders of the Tashnak 
assodation in August 1914 at Erzurum. 

At this meeting, the Tashnak representatives promised solemnly 
that they would serve in the ranks of the Ottoman army as faithful 
citizens just in case the Ottoman state take part in the war. 
However, they did not stick to their pledge. 

For, before this meeting, the Tashnak had held a congress at 
Erzurum in June and had resolved to go on with its struggle against 
the Ottoman state. <391 

As for the Russian Armenians, they had also begun preparing 
themselves to attack the Ottoman state in cooperation with the 
Russian Army and an agreement had already been reached between 
the Catholicos of Echmiazin and Worontsoff-Dachkof, Governor 
General for the Caucasus, to the effect that 

"the Russian Armenians wou/d unconditionally support Russia, 
provided that Russia wou/d, in return, have the Ottomans cany out 
same retorms in favour of Armenians" <401 

and the Catholicos had been received later on by Czar at Tblisi 
where he expressed to the Czar the view that 

"the Iiberation of Armenians in Anatolia can come true only if 
they can, weakening the Ottoman rule, manage to establish an 
autonomous Armenia and if this Armenia is protected by Russia. '<411 

But Russia's policy was to annex Anatolia by using Armenians. 

Upon the declaration of war by Russia to the Ottoman state, the 
Tashnak Committee published in Horizon, a Committee 
publication, the following statement: 

'Armenians took their place firmly, with no slightest hesitation, 
with the Entente Powers, placed all their forces at the disposal of 
Russia and also formed vo/untary regiments. "<421 

<
391 Ermeni Komitelerinin Ama/ ve Harekat-l lhtilaliyesi: flan-1 Meşrutiyetten Ewel ve Sonra. [Aspirations and 

revolutionary movements of the Armenian parties: Before and alter the Proclamation of Constitutional 
Monarchy]. Published by the Ministry of lnterior. Istanbul, 1916, pp. 144 -146. 

<
401 Gr. Tchalkouchian: Le Livre Rouge. Paris, 1919, p. 12. 

<
411 Gr. Tchalkouchian: op. cit., p. 13. 

<
421 Esat Uras: ap. cit., p. 594. 



ARCHIVE DOCUMENTS ABOUT THE ATROCITIES AND GENOCIDE INFLICTED UPON TURKS BY ARMENIANS 17 

.•. Armenian soldiers in 
the Ottoman Army 

deserted with their arms 
and having joined the 

Kussian forces they 
formed voluntary units 

or armed bands. 

The Tashnak Committee also 
issued the following instructions 
to its organisation: 

"If and when Ottoman troops 
start retreat in front of the 
Russian Army crossing the 
border, riots and risings should 
be incited everywhere so that 
Ottoman forces would find them

selves under double fire. If the Ottomans forces happen to 
advance, Annenian soldiers (in the Ottoman army) should desert 
with their rifles, form bands and join the Russians." 43

' 

The Hinchak Committee too issued a circular to its organisation 
informing them that 

"The Committee, taking part in the struggle as an al/y of the 
Entente Powers and Russia in particular, will assist the Entente 
Powers by every means possible for the victory of Armenia, Cilicia, 
the Caucasus and Azerbaijan. "<441 

With the entıy of the Russian Army in the Turkish lands preced
ed by the voluntaıy regiments formed of Ottoman and Russian 
Armenians, Armenian soldiers in the Ottoman Army deserted with 
their arms and having joined the Russian forces they formed 
voluntaıy units or armed bands. 

<
431 Mehmet Hocaoğlu: Arşiv Vesikalarıyla Tarihte Ermeni Mezalimi ve Ermeni/er.[Armenian Atrocities and 

Armenians in History based on Arehive Documents]. Istanbul, 1976, pp. 570-571 . 

<
441 Ermeni Komitelerinin Ama/ ve Harekat-l lhtilaliyesi. [Aspirations and revolutionary movements ot the 

Armenian parties]. pp. 151-153. 
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Chapter II 

Written Documents Concerning the Atrocities and 
Genocide Inflicted upon the Turks by the Armenians 

T 
he arms which had long been concealed in the Armenian 
and missionary schools and churches were taken out; 
offices of enlistment were raided and all their arms were 

seized; the bands which had armed themselves took to the street 
and, obeying such orders of the Committees as 'if you wish to be 
free, kill first your neighbour' and attacking the undefended Turkish 
cities, towns and villages, undefended because all men were away 
on the frontline, 

Started massacring and committing atrocities; the Armenians, 
who had been known as Iate as yesterday as "Ioyal subjects", 
stabbed the Turkish army in the back, hindered the operations of 
the Turkish troops, cut their roads of supplies, ambushed and 
brutally killed the wounded soldiers, raped defenceless women and 
virgins by torturing, did not refrained from killing elderly people and 
children by torturing; plundered goods, money, animals and 
produces of the people; profaned temples, destroyed bridges and 
roads; set fire to all official buildings, burned whole towns and 
villages together with their inhabitants; and facilitated the Russian 
occupation of the country by rising up. The Armenians who had stili 
been citizens of the Ottoman state thus betrayed their own state. 

Atrocities and brutalities committed by the voluntary regiments 
serving in the ranks of the Russian forces were so harsh that the 
Russian Command felt itself compelled to remove some Armenian 
units from the front and sent them to the rear. Memories written by 
some Russian officers serving in the Russian Army openly testifies 
to such atrocities. 1451 

In the ranks of these voluntary regiments there were also a lot of 
Armenians banished by the Russian Government to Siberia for 
political reasons and Ottoman Armenians. 

1451 Twerdo Khlebof : Journal de Ouerre du 2' Regiment d'Arlillerie de forteresse Russe d'Erzeroum
Notes d'un officier Superieur Russe sur fes atrocites d'Erzeroum, Traduit du manuscrit original 
russe. 1919. 
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Among the chiefs of these regiments and armed bands, who 
were the most brutal and merciless enemies of the Turks, one may 
mention Karakin Pastirmajian, former member of the Ottoman 
Chamber of Deputies for Erzurum, who had run to Russia at the 
beginning of the War and used the assumed name of "Armen Garo"; 
Antranik (General); Shabash Orbelian from Zangezor; Captain Malik; 
Avan Han (General) from Karabagh; Tarananof brothers; Atabekof; 
the woman Monushak, archbishop Manucharian; Doctor Pashaian; 
Sarkis Minasian; Sarkis Parsehian; Shahrikian; Hajuk; Hrach; 
Zonrap; Murad (Hamparsum Boyacijan); V. Papazian, Ottoman 
Deputy for Van and one of the leaders of the Tashnaksutyan 
Committee. <46

> 

Whenever the activities of the Armenian revolutionary organisa
tions and of the Armenian armed bands are in question 

"it is seen that efforts were not made within the framework of a 
national liberation, but efforts were made in order to eradicate a 
ra ce namely the Turks. lt w as but a unilateral blood feud. /sn 't it 
clear enough that Armenian activities in the Ottoman territories had 
been from the start terrorist acts and a striving staged for the 
purpose of massacring, and committing atrocities and genocide? 

The violent character of all incidents involving Armenians which 
had begun with the individual terrorist acts u nder the reign of Sultan 
Abdulhamid, attempts to kill, uprisings and raids was intensified 
gradually til/ the total resurrection and combats recorded during the 
war. What is still worse is that Armenian terrorists were to begin to 
perpetuate atrocities when the Ottoman army was forced to retreat 
from Bastern Anatolia following its defeat at Sarikamish in 1915. 
When the Russian forces that had occupied Bastern Anatolia were 
forced to abandan the area in order to go back home in 1917, 
Annenian bands systematically massacred the Jocal people in 
Bastern Anatolia, as proven by histarical documents, for almost a 
year from 191 7 to 1918 when the Turkish armed forces entered 
Brzurum. "<47

> 

<46ı Ittihad ve Terakki Kongresi, I JJ2 Senesi. (The Congress of the Union and Progress, Year 1332). 
Istanbul. ı332, pp. ı3-ı4. 

<
47

> Mim Kemal Öke: Ermeni Sorunu I914-I92J. (Devletin Dtş Politika Araç Alternatifleri Üzerine Bir 
Inceleme). (The Armenian Question 1914 - 1923. (A Study on the State's Alternative lnstruments 
of Foreign Policy). Ankara, ı 99 ı , p. 109. 
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Armenians are in the habit of presenting all their uprisings and 
the massacres they committed consequently as an act of legal self
defence resorted to upon the Government's resolution to relocate 
them. Yet, in fact, uprisings were 
not the consequence of the 
operation of relocation, but the 
relocation was the consequence 
of uprisings, atrocities and 
genocide. 

lt should be borne in mind 
that while all this was taking 
place the British and French 
fleets were fareing the Strait of 
Dardanelle and the Turkish 

Yet, in fact, uprisings 
were not the 

consequence of the 
operation of relocation, 
but the relocation was 

the consequence of 
uprisings, atrocities and 

genocide. 

troops were in battle against hostile forces on various fronts from 
Galicia to Eastern Anatolia and Iraq. 

In the face of this situation, The Ottoman state held fırst a 
meeting with the Armenian Patriarch, deputies of Armenian origin 
and the notables of the Armenian community and made known to 
the participants that it would be forced to take necessary measures 
if the Armenian massacres and atrocities, which had assumed the 
proportion of a genocide, did not stop. As this warning failed to 
produce any changes, the Government closed all the Armenian 
associations on April 24, ı 9 ı 5 and arrested 2345 persons for 
activities against the state. 

April 24th, which has been marked every year as the anniversary 
of the "genocide" by Armenians in various countries is this day when 
all the terrorists involved in anti-state subversive activities were 
arrested. Contrary to what was propagated, the claims have nothing 
to do with massacres. Those claims are unfounded and imaginary. 

On account of internal and external dangers, the Ottoman state 
took some measures to defend itself, as any other country finding 
itself in a similar situation would have taken, and relocated the 
Armenians living in the areas close to war zones in safer areas. The 
law on sending and resettiement passed in this respect, was dated 
May 27, 1915 and promulgated on the journal Takvim-i Vekayi of 
June L ı 9 ı 5. 

As has been pointed out by the Armenian histarian Leo (Arakel 
Babakhanian) in his work The Turkish Armenian Revolution 
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has used its right to 
defend its existence 

against Armenian 
organisations that had 
fomented and incited 

ISMET BINARK 

published in Armenian in ı 934 
at Paris, the Ottoman state 

"has used its right to defend its 
existence against Armenian 
organisations that had fomented 
and incited disorders and rebel
lions at the instigation of the 
Russians by relying on Russian 
arms." 

disorders and rebellions 
at the instigation of the 
Kussians by relying on 

Besides, the operation of 
sending and resettiement was 
not a punishment, it was the 

resettiement of a minority group in a certain place. 

Kussian arms. 

The Ottoman government explained the reasons for this action 
in a White Book published in ı 9 ı 6 as follows; 

"Armenians betrayed. lt is quite obvious. Besides they committed 
this treachery at a time when the government, thanks to the good 
will of which they had been able to keep their language and 
nationality and which had showed them respect and kindness all 
the time, was at a life or death war by stabbing in the back and 
maliciously striking at its vital points in an organised manner. 

The government had always been respectful to their rights and 
national traits. lt Jet them free in their religious and national affairs. 
Yet it received betrayal and il/ will in return. During the World War 
they have betrayed the country, instead of defending it, the country 
which had provided them with prosperity and riches. Rightly 
expecting an allegiance stronger than ever from all its population, 
regardless of race and religion, the state which had sacrificed 
thousands of its children in the battle fields in order to ensure its 
life and permanence was only justified and obliged to take such a 
measure against those who had attempted to occupy the country 
from within and s tab it in the back. "1481 

It is also true that the Ottoman government was careful to 
foresee measures for the protection of Armenians while they were 
being transferred. The orders and instructions issued for this 
purpose are to prove this point: 

1481 Ermeni Komitelerinin Ama/ ve Harekat-ı lhtilaliyesi. p. 288 
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'The Armenians to be displaced must set out for their new places 
of resettiement their comfort must be ensured during their traveL 
their lives and goods must be protected. Their feeding must be 
provided from the refugees' allowances from the moment of their 
arrival until their fina/ settlement in their new homes. They must be 
issued goods and fields in accordance with their previous financial 
state and the present needs. The govemment must construct 
houses to those who need them, and provide seeds, tools and 
equipment for needy farmers and craftsmen. '<491 

'needy immigrants should be given credits. The camps 
established for those who travel should be regularly controlled, 
necessary measures should be taken for the well being of the 
immigrants and mareaver security and order should be ensured. 
Needy immigrants should be given enough food and their health 
should be checked every day. The sick, women and children should 
be sent by train and the others by mule, cart or on foot according 
to their strength. If any attacks whatsoever take place against 
immigrants during the joumey or during the stay at camps, such 
attacks must be driven back. "<501 

The arehive documents prove that Armenian revolutionary asso
ciations and armed bands continued their efforts to establish an 
independent Armenia and went on with their massacres, atrocities 
and genocide even after the deportation. 

Massacres, atrocities and genocide committed against innocent 
and defenceless Turks by Armenian organisations and armed bands 
can be grouped under the fallawing headlines: 

Inhuman atrocities and brutalities inflicted upon women, 
children and elderly people in the defenceless towns and villages 
which had sent their men to war; setting fire to houses, folds, farm 
animals and produces; violation of women and girls; cutting of 
noses, ears and chins of innocent people; cooking torn pieces of 
corpses and fareing the relatives to eat them; making dogs eat the 
corpses; taking out of already buried corpses; piercing the wombs 
of pregnant women by bayonet and taking the foetus out; destruc
tion and insulting of mosques and mausoleums; setting fire to 

<
491 1915 Hayıs tarihli Bakanlar J'iuru/u Talimatı. (Instructions or May 1915 by the Council or Ministers). 

BOA. Meclis-i Vükela Mazbataları, Vol. 198, Resolution No: 1331 1163. 

<
501 FO, 371.9158/5523. 
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official buildings; brutally killing of wounded soldiers returning from 
the front under torture. 

The documents testifying to these inhuman savageries, atrocities 
and genocide are at the present kept in archives and libraries. Is it 
possible for the Turkish nation to forget all this savagery, atrocities 
and ignominious scenes full of shame for humanity? World public 
opinion can neither overlook all this. Acts and behaviour to the 
contrary infringes upon human law. 

As one would readily agree, true histarical information are to be 
drawn from original sources, namely arehive documents. No 
history can be written without documents, and reality behind 
happenings cannot be brought to light. 

Writing a hypothetical history without taking arehive documents 
into account; passing a judgement about a certain period of time 
and attempting to exploit histarical facts for political purposes is not 
compatible with the impartiality, scientific objectivity of history 
writing and scholarly honesty. 

Owing to the failure to explain the social and political aspects of 
the Armenian question and the unfounded Armenian claims in the 
light of first hand original arehive documents, the works that 
appeared so far have always been unilateral and antiturkish in 
ch ara eter. 

The Armenian researchers and the so-called scholars employed 
by Armenians who had been allowed to make researches in the 
Turkish Archives, in particular in the Ottoman Archives, now say 
that the documents that they have claimed to exist are kept close 
to them since they could not find any documents in the Turkish 
archives confirming the Armenian claims and try to create a public 
opinion in their favour in the scholarly circles. The Armenian claims 
for a genocide are unfounded and deprived of a documentary basis. 
What prompts the Armenians to put forth such claims is nothing but 
some political desires. The claims are all political. 

"The Ottoman archives" are open today for the use of all 
researchers of every nationality as they were yesterday. As manyas 
4000 foreign scholars have been doing research in the Ottoman 
archives. In addition to the research work done by thousands of 
foreigners on original documents, those documents related to the 
sending and resettiement were also published in Turkish as well as 



ARCHIVE DOCUMENTS ABOUT THE ATROCITIES AND GENOCIDE INFLICTED UPON TURKS BY ARMENIANS 25 

in English and were presented to the use of foreign researchers. 
As it is very well known by the true scholars doing archives 
researches, the archives do not produce documents on order to 
please Armenian researchers. 

Among the Armenian historians there is not a histarian of 
Ottoman Armenians. This is a major deficiency for the Armenian 
historians. Instead of Iearning Turkish and then studying the 
Ottoman arehive documents and publications, they prefer offering 
histarical interpretations on the basis of some unfounded claims. 

In the present work, referring to the documents in the Russian 
and western archives, reports and works of western diptomats and 
writers, reports and writings of 
Commission of Investigation 
composed of foreign journalists 
who had fixed on the spot the 
atrocities and genocide perpetrat
ed by Armenians by means of 
photographs as well as to the 
original documents in the 
Ottoman archives, which the 
Armenian and pro-Armenian 
researchers deliberately over
looks15l), I s hall put forward the 
arehive documents concerning 
the atrocities and genocide 
inflicted upon the Turkish people. 

Setting out the atrocities and 
genocide perpetrated against the 
Turkish people by the Armenian 
organisations and armed bands 

the members of the impartial 

Setting out the atrocities 
and genocide perpetrated 

against the Turkish 
people by the Armenian 
organisations and armed 

bands in the light of 
arehive documents is 
undoubtedly a most 

realistic way to put an 
end to the one-sidedness 

in this matter and to 
show to the world 
opinion that the 

notorious Armenian 
claims are ungrounded. 

in the light of arehive documents is undoubtedly a most realistic 
way to put an end to the one-sidedness in this matter and to show 

151) See for the originals of the documents concerning this subject: 

. Osmanlı Belgelerinde Ermeniler ( 1915-1920). [Armenians in Ottoman Documents ( 1915- 1920)). 
Published by the Ottoman Seetion of Directorale General of State Archives. Ankara, 1994, 1995. 

- Hüseyin Nazım Paşa: Ermeni Olayları Tarihi. [History of Armenian lncidents). 2 volumes. Published 
by the Ottoman Seetion of Directorale General of State Archives. Ankara, 1994. 

- Arşiv Belgelerine Göre Kafkaslar'da ve Anadolu'da Ermeni Mezalimi ( 1906-1922) (Armenian 
violence and massacre in the Caucasus and Anatolia based on Archives, 1906-1922). Vol. 1-IV. 
Published by the Ottoman Seetion of Directorale General of State Archives. Ankara, 1994-1998. 
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to the world opinion that the notorious Armenian claims are 
ungrounded. 

It is of course impossible to mention thousands of documents 
concerned with the subject being kept in the Ottoman archives in 
the present work. Therefore I shall be content with providing some 
samples only. Summaries of the documents are fırst mentioned in 
the text and the footnotes related to them referred to the copies of 
the original documents attached to the text. Copies of the arehive 
documents concerning the atrocities and genocide, which 
constitute the main source of the work, are included in order to 
show the scientific objectivity and truthfulness of the work. 
Transcriptions of certain documents are also added. 

Photographs showing the inhuman atrocities and genocide 
inflicted on the defenceless Turkish people by the Armenian 
organisations and armed bands as well as the excavations of mass 
graves are also included. 

Before proceeding to setting out the documents relating to the 
atrocities and genocide perpetrated against innocent and 
defenceless people in Anatolia and the Caucasus during the First 
World War by Armenians, Jet me mention the following news 
published in the number of the journal "Novoye Obozrenye" dated 
September 6, 1905:132

' 

"New skirmishes at Baku. 

P. T. A. reports from Baku. 

The Armenians attacked and slew all the muslims engaged in 
commerce and living in the Armenian quarter of the town Shusha 
on August 16. They set fire afterwards to a quarter of 40 houses. 
A muslims group of 100 people headed by a Nan, entered the 
Armenian seetion in order to calm down the people and, attacking 

All of these works. with the exceptlon of the .3d and 4th volumes of the last mentioned, were pub
lished by the Directorale General of State Archives when it was in charge of the author lsmet Binark. 
In these works it is tirmly established in the light of authentic documents that the Armenian claims 
of genocide are unfounded. that Armenians have not been subjected to genocide, on the contrary 
the Armenians carried out a systematic genocide to Turks. The documents reproduced in the 
present work have been taken from the first and second volumes of • Arrnenian violence and 
massacre in the Caucasus and Anatolia based on archives 1906 -1922". 

1~ 2 ' The news that appeared in the issue of 6 September 1905 of the Newspaper • Novoye Obozrenye" 
is be ing published in Turkish for the first time. (See: Annex -1) 
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on Armenians, wounded many of them and took prisoner the 
remaining. Annenians wounded the governor Baranovsky who had 
come to help. Muslims took the wounded governor to the town, 
and, being aroused, began opposing Armenians' aggression. When 
muslims as many as half the Armenians arrived from neighbouring 
villages to help, the Armenian priests who had remained quiet til/ 
then got out to request that use of force should be stopped. 
Muslims stopped firing instantly but Armenians continued shooting. 
Thereupon muslims assailed. The parties continue to kill each 
other. Every part of the town is burning ... " 

Arıneoian Atrocities and Genocide 
in and around Erzurum and Erzincan 

Erzurum had previously witnessed numerous rebellions, mas
sacres, atrocities and genocide perpetrated by Armenians. It is very 
well known that not only the Armenians but the Russian and British 
Consuls also played a role in the disorders incited in the area. 1531 

With the proclamation of the general mobilization, a large seetion 
of the Armenians took refuge in Russia along with deserters and 
formed voluntary regiments amid the Russian Army. They attacked 
the Ottoman Army in the ranks of the Russian Army Iater on. They 
intlicted unimaginable massacres and atrocities on the innocent 
and defenceless Turkish people in cooperation with the Iocal 
Armenian armed bands. 

The official report forwarded to the Commander of the Caucasian 
Army on March 3. I 9 I 8 by First Lieutenant Abgral, Commander of 
the Russian Forces at Erzurum while Erzurum was stili under the 
Russian occupation during the First World War testifies to the 
atrocities and genocide perpetrated against the defenceless people 
at Erzurum by Armenians. I publish this report verbatim1541

: 

1531 Livre Bleu du Qouvernement Britannique cancemant le traitement des Armeniens dans /'t:mpire 
Ottoman (1915 - 1916). Documents presentes au Vicomte Bryce. Paris, ı 987, p. 233. lt is stated 
in the Blue Book that the interpreters and other offıcials employed at the British, French, German 
and Russian consulates in the region were Armenians. 

1541 This Russian offıcial document was published in the issue of ı 8 March ı 920, No. 22, of the Weekly 
Bulletin • Muslim Outlook" published in London. The Bulletin was provided from the University of 
California Los Angeles Library. (See: UCLA call No. BP / 14976 Mar. 1920-Aug. ı 920). This document 
is being published in Turkish for the fırst time. (See: Annex-2) 
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"Massacre of Muslims By Armenians 

Russian Official Document No . .31 

Erzurum, March .3, 1918 

To the Commander of the Caucasian Army 

ISMET BINARK 

On February 26, 1918, at mid-day, a company of mİIİtia began to 
assemble the Turks in order to make them c/ean up the railways 
and the roads Jeading to the fortification. This order came from 
General Antranik. But it was carried out by the chief of the mİIİtia of 
the town, named M. Farachian. 

People wounded by Annenian bands at Hasankale. 
(Col/ection of Photographs, first World War, Album No. 4, Photo. No. 126, Archives of the 

Department of Military History and Strategical Studies, Turkish General Staff -ATASE-). 
Borrowed from '1. Dünya Savaşı Sırasında Ennenilerin Türklere Yaptıgı l{atliam-fotograflar' {The 

Oenocide Perpetrated Against Turks by Annenians during the first World War- Photographs]. 
Ankara, 2000. 

The Turks complained and said that they were being gathered 
together without taking into consideration the preseribed formali
ties, according to which a written order should be issued by the 
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Commandant of the town... I at once communicated with 1'1. 
F'arachian who to/d me that the above-mentioned had been 
abolished in vi e w of the circumstances... Thus three seetion s of 
workers were formed. One seetion was sent to the gate of Kars: 
second, towards the gate of O/tu: third toward the gate of 
Trebizond. At about three o'c/ock I was informed by one of my 
soldiers that the Turks of Kars, referred to above, were taken 
behind the fortification of Azizie. I realised the true signification of 
this expressian u sed by soldiers, only on F'ebruary 2 7. W hile 
leaving Erzurum, 1 saw on the road of Kars more than 70 dead 
bodies (Turkish) riddled with bullets on the head, the neck and the 
chest as well as wounds from bayonets in the region of the heart 
and the abdomen. With the second seetion of the Turks the 
Armenians dealt in the following manner: 

The Turkish woman, named Pakize, violated and kil/ed by Armenians at Erzincan. 
Borrowed from 'Islam Ahalinin Duçar Olduklan Mezalim Hakkında Vesaike Müstenid Malıimar 

(Documented Information about the Atrocities t:ndured by Muslim People). Istanbul, 1919. 

The Turks were enclosed in barracks, made of wood, where they 
were so crowded up that they cou/d hardly sit down. On that night, 
according o the testimonies of the workers on the railway line, the 
Armenians began shooting the Turks one by one and at a given 
moment they began firing on the barracks. 
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1 heard the cries of 
women. 1 opened the 

door and climbing up the 
stairs 1 entered a room. 

Ilere 1 saw seven 
Annenian soldiers fully 

armed, one of them 
holding a candle in his 

hand, some searching for 
what they could lind and 
some were massacring in 

a savage manner. 

ISMET BINARK 

The third section, according 
to my informants, was shot by 
machine-guns at the gate of 
Trebizond. Now 1 shall 
endeavour to draw a picture of 
February 26, the night of night
mare and blood. The Armenians 
entered, several times by force, 
the houses of the Turks and 
seized the ma/e seetion from the 
age of 1 1 up to very aged, and 
formed them in columns and /ed 
them with blows of whips and 
rifles, outside the town, where 
they massacred them in the 

most savage manner. Once 1 asked them where they were taking 
the Turks and if it was to make them work? "No" replied the soldiers 
with an air of satisfaction "we shall probably kill them. • 

When 1 to/d the m: ·n is insensate, com e back to reason ", they 
replied to me: "For the love of God, do not prevent us. We do not 
touch you at all and what we do with them it is not your business." 
There was a great excitement in the town; every one was running 
about. Cries of children and Jamentations of Turkish women were 
heard everywhere in the town. The Armenian soldiers were walking 
about in groups in the town and were continually fareing open the 
doors of Turkish houses. Finally, came the terrible night that shook 
the spirit of desolation The blood congeals at the thought of the 
horror of this night. The cries increased. One should /ike to go to 
the rescue of the unfortunate victims, but when one goes there, one 
receives everywhere the impertinent answer "do not interfere" which 
is accompanied with threats. 1 heard the cries of women. 1 opened 
the door and climbing up the stairs 1 entered a room. Here 1 saw 
seven Armenian soldiers fully armed, one of them holding a cand/e 
in his hand, some searching for what they could find and some were 
massacring in a savage manner. There were three unveiled Turkish 
women, down whose faces blood was trickling. Their blouses were 
tom showing their breasts covered with blood. On their sides, chil
dren were there so terrified that they appeared dead with fear. A 
child cried out in an extraordinary voice opening the eyes full of 
tears. One of the Armenians prevented it from crying, but the 



ARCHIVE DOCUMENTS ABOUT THE ATROCITIES AND GENOCIDE INFLICTED UPON TURKS BY ARMENIANS 31 

terrified child understood nothing and kept on crying. Then the 
Armenian delivered a blo w on the head of the ch i/d with his rifle and 
the child stopped crying and fe// on the floor. When the mather saw 
the child in this condition she began to sob. Then he slaughtered 
the child with his bayonet and Janded a blow on the head of the 
mather and bayoneted her. The other women seeing this began to 
cry hands on the eyes. The children folded their arms, with bended 
heads the awaited their turn, but at once a dagger was aimed at my 
abdomen. 1 thought it advisable to retire. 1 came out of the house. 
1 heard a carriage coming. 1 at once recognized that it was that of 
the commander of the militia, M. Farachian. 1 begged him to enter 
the house,- he roughly answered me thus: "when Armenia boils one 
cannot think about individuals" and asked me at once why 1 did not 
enter myself to stop these foo/s. 1 replied that 1 was a Russian and 

Turkish children killed by Armenian bands in the Erzincan Harbiye Barracks. 
(Collection of Photographs, First World War, Album No. 4, Photo. No.47. Archives of the 

Department of Military History and Strategical Studies. Turkish General Staff). 
Borrowed from · ı. Dünya Savaşı Sırasında Ermeniterin Türklere Yaptıgı Katliam·fotogranar 

(The Genocide Perpetrated Against Turks by Armenians during the First World War- Photographs). 
Ankara. 2000. 
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they would not listen to me. !'1. Farachian then to/d me "I am 
surprised that at such a moment you should flnd enough time to 
busy yourself with such silly things." I Jeft him and wa/ked for a Jong 
time in the streets. I also visited the Turkish quarters. Everywhere 
the same horrible picture that breaks one's heart was to be seen, 
the same cries, the same maaning of women and children. The 
victims of these crimes have been so numerous that I take the 
liberty of saying that only 250 Turks, who could hide themselves, 
have been Jeft alive in the who/e town. The Armenians, having 
Jearned of this, began to reclaim them from the Russian offlcers. 
They also cal/ed at my house where they searched for them every
where, even in the cupboards and under beds. But they forgot to 
search the garret where I had hidden a Turkish family. 

The following scene, which took place in the house of the former 
military cashier is characteristic. I happened to be there by chance. 
I found a few Armenians there. They were seated before a Jamp and 
were picking out some articles in go/d, rings, bracelets and other 
articles that they had robbed. One of them to/d me that he could 
not take a bracelet of the wrist of a woman as she would not open. 
I myself ascertained this fact. He had to cut the hand and the fin
gers of the woman (he himself said this) to take the bracelet, ete. 
off. The Armenians set the town on fire. They also burned 
non-military buildings and the house of the American Consul, 
!'1. Stempleten. Now and then we heard rif/e reports; they 
completely massacred the remainder before the arrival of the 
Turkish Army. All the roads leading from the gate of 1\ars to 
Hasankale were covered with massacred Turkish bodies, despoiled 
of their dresses, and the noses and ears of a great number of them 
had been cut off. We came close to Hasankale and saw a group of 
Turkish prisoners along the railroad who were /ed by An Annenian 
soldier, who make them run. Those who happened to be behind 
were being whipped and hit on the heads. Their faces were covered 
with blood. Finally, we arrived at Hasankale. Among these prisoners 
was a blind old man, accompanied by a boy. The blind old man 
groping his way and the boy had no more strength left to help the 
old man. A soldier on horseback began to beat them. These poor 
persons were wiping the blood off their faces without uttering a 
word. They kept quiet thus hoping to be spared the martyrdom. But 
fate had it differently, as soon as they reached Hasankale, the crowd 
that awaited them massacred them at once by fusillade. 
We proceeded on to 1\eupry-1\euy. On arriving there I alighted from 
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the train. I suddenly heard cries from the directian of Hasankale and 
sa w a crowd of Turks running. I counted them afterwards and found 
them to be 40. 

In front of the m there w ere two soldiers on horseback, who, from 
their uniform, seemed to be officers. But I am not certain of that 
(their ranks). The horsemen who were in front made their horses 
trot and gallop and the Turks had to imitate them. Those who were 
unab/e to do so were beaten. Sametimes the horsemen would stop 
suddenly then the human momenturo caused by inertia brought the 
prisoners almost up to the horsemen, the horsemen landed blows 
of rifle on their heads, made them pass through a group of carts: at 
a given time they had to come down a slope: a Turk fell down and 
this did not please one of the horsemen who went up to him and 
drew his sword and delivered a blow cutting open his (Turkish) 
forehead and lips. The wounded Turk attempted to rise but the 
horsernan shot him dead. At this time the Armenians began shoot
ing the prisoners and within five minutes there lay 40 warm dead 
bodies of the Turks on the side of our wagon. A few Armenians not 
content with this went and examined the bodies and fired a few 
more shots at those who showed any sign of life. All along the 
railroad we saw the same thing. For example at Horasan the 
Armenians opened fire on the Turks working on the railway lines. 
Happily only two were kil/ed there: Russian mechanics bandaged 
the wounds of the wounded and carried them to the barracks. When 
we arrived at 1\araurgan we learned that all the wounded had died. 

First Lieutenant ABORAL 
Military Commandant of the town of Erzurum. 

Erzurum, March 3, 1918. " 

A foreword was contributed to the War Journal of the Russian 
Second Regiment of Fortress Artillery at Erzurum by the 
Commanding Officer of the said Regiment, Lt. Colonel Twerdo
Khlebof, who annexed to it his war memories as well. I wish to 
quote from his memories the passages concerned with the mas
sacres and genocide perpetrated by the Armenians at Erzurum155ı: 

155ı This document is in the Archives of the Department of Military History and Strategical Studies, 
General Staff (ATASE), Cupboard of the First World War No. ı23, Division 5, File 5-A-ı ı6, D-1. 
(Twerdo Khlebof: Journal de Ouerre du 2e Regiment d'Artillerie de forteresse Russe d'Erzeroum
Notes d'un officier Superieur Russe sur /es atrocites d'Erzeroum. Translated from the Russian 
originaL ı 9 ı 9). 
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"News was reaching us that some occasional murders took place 
here and there. I have recently arrested myself an Armenian who 
had kil/ed a Turk near the redoubt of Tafta and handed him over to 
the Central Command. There was a rumour circulating among peo
ple that many of the Turks, sent sornewhere to be employed as 
workers, were lost without trace and kil/ed col/ective/y under torture 
in Yamkdere to the northeast of the city. On February 25, two 
Russian officers, who had seen a number of Armenian bandits, fully 
anned from head to foot, shooting some ten to twelve Turks near 
the raifroad station, attempted to rescue them. However being 
threatened by gun they could not help them and those poor people 
were shot to death with nobody helping them. 

.. . They began committing murders in villages faraway from 
towns and in the absence of Russian officers . 

. . . Again w e have begun hearing, exactly as in the past days, voic
es of Armenians in the street, sounds of axes, of broken doors, 
cries of people taken away by force. 

1 was distressed to observe that many who were present on the 
scene did not pay attention to the happenings and overlooked the 
savagery and scandalous acts committed by the Armenians . 

. . . A /itti e w hile ago news reached us that Annenians massacred 
Turks at Erzincan.Jt was reported that more than 800 totally 
defence/ess and unarmed Turks had been murdered. Poor Turks 
were slaughtered /ike anima/s at the head of large pits dug before
hand and tassed into those pits. 

lt is reported that an Annenian shot at one of the cart drivers. He 
did not die but fell on his back. The Annenian attempted to thrust 
a stick into the mouth of the poor victim in the throes of death, but 
cou/d not do it as the mouth was Iocked, then kil/ed him by kicking 
repeatedly to his abdomen. 

Odishelidze to/d me personally that all of the Turks in the town 
of l/ica who could not escape were murdered and that he saw many 
ch i/d corpses decapitated with b/u nt axes. On 1'1arch 1 1, 1918, 
namely :5 weeks later than the llica massacre, Lt. Co/one/ Oriyaznof 
returning from there re/ated what he had witnessed there in the 
fallawing words: 

- 1 saw so many bodies on the roads Jeading to villages, bodies 
with severed limbs. I was to/d that every Annenian passing by would 
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swear and spit on them con
temptuously. In the courtyard of 
the mosque, which was 25.5 
m eter by .31. 9 meter, corpses 
were heaped as high as 1.42 
meter, corpses of women, men 
of every age, of children and 
elderly. The traces on the 
corpses of women showing that 

The traces on the corpses 
of women showing that 
they had been violated 
by force were obvious. 

Cartrldges were trusted 
into the genital organs of 

many women and girls. 

they had been violated by force were obvious. Cartridges were 
trusted in to the genital organs of many women and gir/s. "1561 

After having made a tour to the towns of Trabzon, Erzincan, Kars 
and Baturu and the neighbouring villages as a member of a delega
tion from April 17 to M ay 20, 19 I 8, histarian and writerAhmet Refik 
(Altınay) recorded what he had witnessed in two works of his: 'Two 
Committees and Two Massacres" and ' On the Roads of The 
Caucasus". The German journalist-writer Veys and Dr. Stein, an 
Austrian, were alsa members of the delegation. Ahmet Refik tells 
what he has seen at Erzincan and its environs in his work "Two 
Committees and Two Massacres" in the fallawing words: 

" .. fresh corpses lying about in the streets and deep in the wells 
covered with blood not yet dried were those of the poor Turks kilJed 
by Armenians. When looked down into the narrow wells, a bad 
odour would strike the nose and one would feel faint. Hairs and 
pieces of eJathes of the unfortunate Turks were stili there stuck to 
the stones of the wells. 

Places of ruins, places of bumt down houses, bottoms of the 
w all s w ere filJed with the corpses of the Turks, severed arms, sk u lls, 
fatty leg bones, bodies not yet decayed. People were grieved and 
wretched. Those wandering in the downtown were without shoes, 
with bumt faces and in tattered clothes. Only grass was on sale in 
the shops to feed the people. Wheat was not available anywhere but 
with the military command. Were it not for the kindness of the 
Commander, even the Subgovemor would no doubt starve to 
death. "15

7) 

1561 Neşide Kerem Demir: op. cit., pp. 112-117. 
1571 Ahmet Refik [Altınay): Iki ~omite ve Iki futal. (Two Parties and Two Massacres). Istanbul, 1919, 

pp. 71-72. 
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The author deseribes the savagery, brutalities and genocide that 
the Armenians committed at Erzurum in his work "On the Roads of 
the Caucasus" as follows: 

"1 am in a place destroyed by fire. This histarical and devoted 
/and of the Turks lay in ruins. Streets, buildings, mosques, 
madrasas and entirely destroyed houses are filed up with bodies. 
When the rubb/es of burnt down houses are slightly moved heads 
of men and ch i/dren, arms, legs, paris and pieces of bodies and feet 
are revealed. 

.. . W hile fighting against the Ottoman Army in the formatian of 
armed bands outside the town, the Armenians were kil/ing the 
peop/e in the town by stuffing them into caserns and shutting in 
houses. Sametimes they chopped the heads on a log and threw the 
bodies into wells. 

.. . There is nothing u nder the rubbles of w al/s but Turkish 
bodies. When the soil is slightly dug, a human arm wou/d first 

Human bones and skulls unearthed at the mass graveyard exeavation carried out at Yeşilyayla, 
t:rzurum-Dumlu. 

Borrowed from 'Yakın Tarihimizde Van Uluslararası Sempozyumu" (International Symposium on 
Van in Recent ffistory}, 2-5 April 1990. Ankara, 1990. 
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appear, then the head and the who/e body displaying a tragic scene. 
Corpses were so ratten that brains wou/d flow out at the slightest 
touch grinning chins would disintegrate and fatty, burnt and 
crushed chests wou/d appear naked and wretched in soiled clothes. 

The Armenian savagery had terribly devastated Erzurum. 
Streets were all filled with bodies of women and chil dren. Women 's 
breasts and even private organs 
were nai/ed to walls. Children's 
Jungs were hanging from 
telegraph wires. Bntirely naked 
woman bodies with pierced 
abdomens were put in rows on 
both sides of the road. When we 
had seen this state of my unfor
tunate nation, we became 
a/most crazy. l wonder if civilized 
Europe wi/1 try to find out those 
who are guilty of these crimes. 
History has never recorded such 
brutalities before. 

They caught innocent maid
ens, attacked them like wild ani
mals and satisfied themselves 

Entirely naked woman 
bodies with pierced 

abdomens were put in 
rows on both sides of the 
road. When we had seen 

this state of my 
unfortunate nation, 

we became almost crazy. 
1 wonder if civilized 

Europe will try to find 
out those who are guiıty 
of these crimes. History 
has never recorded such 

brutalities before. 

on their innocent bodies and then ripped their abdomens with 
bayonets and threw them onto ruins. We were occupied for weeks 
to gather these corpses, take their photographs and bury them. 
W hile entering the town it was terrible to see the roadsides. On both 
sides were arranged woman corpses. The genital organs of women 
were tom and male genital organs were pushed into. 

Tears were coming involuntarily from my eyes and 1 was feeling 
a bitter curse at the deepest point of my heart. " 1581 

The telegrarus dated M ay ı O et 1 L ı 332 (19 ı 6) se nt from vari
o us provinces about the Armenian genocide committed at Erzurum, 
Bitlis and Elazıg, which are kept in the Ottoman Archives, report 

"that Russians took with them as manyas two thousand muslims 
when they together with Armenian armed bands, were driven from 

1581 Ahmet Refik [Altınay): Kafkas Yollarmda Hatıralar ve Tahassüsler. [On the Caucasian Roads: 
Memories and Feelings). istanbul, ı 9 I 9, pp. 27-28. 
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... the corpses of those 
who were kllled at the 
viiiage of Balekan were 
thrown to dogs so that 
they eat them and that 

women and maids 
imprisoned at Chukur 

were violated. the elderly 
burnt, and children 

bayoneted, ete. 

ISMET BINARK 

Hasankale to their original bor
ders and killed some of those 
muslims and sent some of them 
to the interior and that Russians 
hanged nine persons at Erzurum 
and sent all the ma/e population 
over the age of 14 to unknown 
places and that a court com
posed of Armenians at Pekrech 
hanged as many as some 300 to 
400 people and that they did not 
Jeave any muslims at Ashka/e, 

Tercan, Jlica, Tavuskerd and Artvin and that Armenians kil/ed some 
200 women and children at Van and 8 to 1 O thousand muslims 
a/ong the Mahfuran stream and that all of the population of the 
viiiage of Hot near the border Narman were machine gunned and 
that most of the emigrants of Morh-i Sufra at Chukur were put to the 
sword and that the vi/Jages of Ergani, Cinis, Pezentan and 
Semersheikh were set to fire with their inhabitants and that Jots of 
villagers resettled near Bitlis starved to death because of the 
kurdish Bedirhani Kamil and that badly sick children hospitalised 
were brutally killed at the Bitlis Hospita/ and that the corpses of 
those who were killed at the village of Balekan were thrown to dogs 
so that they eat them and that women and maids imprisoned at 
Chukur were violated, the e/derly burnt, and children bayoneted, 
ete. " (59) 

Anather document<60ı , kept in the Ottoman Archives, as regards 
the measures to be taken for preventing the atrocities from taking 
place, atrocities similar to those which were committed by 
Armenians at Erzurum and its environs, Pasinler, Namervan, 
Norshin, Pernos and Isisor contains letters from Mustafa Kemal 
(Atatürk), lnspector for the Troops of the Ninth Army, to the Ministry 
of War; from the War Minister Nazim Shevked Turgut Pasha to the 
Foreign Ministry; and from the Foreign Ministry to the Ministry of War. 

tlistorian and writer Ahmet Refik (Altınay) relates the massacres 
and brutalities committed by Armenians at Erzincan and its 
environs in his work "On the Road s of the Caucasus" as follows: 

<59ı BOA. HR. SYS. HU, kr. ll O, dos. 12-2, nr. 9-1 1. 17 (See: Annex·3) 

(GOl BOA. HR. SYS. MÜ, 57/4, 19 19 VI 17 (See: Annex-4) 
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"One of the towns where Armenians carried out massacres is 
Erzincan. Formerly it had 20 thousand inhabitants, but at present its 
population does not count more than ..3 to 4 thousand. Only the 
poor and the helpless remained in the town fallawing its occupation 
by the Russians. Close to 700 of them were slain. killed, bumt and 
thrown into wells by Armenians. The Ottoman Army took the town 
back in February. The gathering of corpses is still under way. 

1 am amidst ruins. There are so many destroyed mausoleums. 
Even the tiles of the mosques were taken away. Pillars of suffocat
ing smoke are still rising from the bumt po/es of the houses. While 
at }stanbul the leaders of the Union were listening to speech and 
songs with cups of drinks in their hands, here Turks died helpless
ly amidst gasoline flames, suffocating smoke and hot fires at the 
hands of Armenians. Perished by the cruelty of Armenians, now 
they are lying under the bumt pillars. From Trebizand to Erzurum 
there is nothing but ruins. There is not a single living creature in any 
village, in any hut. Hunger has followed the Armenian savagery. 
Along the road from Aydosa to Erzincan. hungry and wretched Turks 
were encountered. The Turks who had filled once towns and 
villages now seemed to have been uprooted. "(60 

Now, we may quote same passages from the Report of the official 
Commission of Investigation, which inquired into the destruction, 
massacres and brutalities committed by Armenians in this region: 

"On May 28, 1332 (1916) we arrived atMama Hatun which is the 
central settlement of the district of Tercan. We found out that four 
fifths of all the buildings in the town had been pulled down. the 
mosque had been transformed into a church by destructing the pul
pit a bell had been hung on the minaret. Armenians had plundered 
the houses and violated so many women and maids by use of force 
together with Russian Cossacks. Leaving Mama Hatun we went to 
the village of Sazavartik. Here Armenians destroyed a lot and com
mitted so much brutalities, violated women and maids by use of 
force and killed seven persons trying to defend their families 
together with the members of their families. Even the aged women 
of this village could not escape from violation. Swearing on their 

(611 Ahmet Refik (Altınay): op. cit., pp. 65·69. 
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honour they to/d themselves in tears and cries that each woman 
had been raped by at least 1 O to 30 Armenians. "<sıı 

They demolisbed the 
graveyards and 

destroyed the mosques 
of villages. 

A document<63ı dated October 
3, ı 9 ı 6, kept in the Ottoman 
Archives, testifies to the inhuman 
brutalities and genocide 
perpetrated by Armenians in the 
villages of Tercan in cooperation 
with Russians. 

'Russians, Cossacks and Armenians destroyed every village they 
entered, and robbed them of their wealth, property, honours and 
sacred things and killed their inhabitants. They plundered every 
thing; they destroyed even farming too/s and Jeft only naked /and. 
They killed all the men they had been ab/e to catch, pierced their 
eyes with bayonets, slaughtered people /ike sheep, and threw the 
bodies into the wells and committed hair-raising brutalities and tor
tures. They took away two golden rings in the fingers of a one-year
old gir/ together with fingers. No gir/ or woman above the age of 
seven was Ieft untouched. Many women were scared to death. 
Muslims hid their wives and daughters in chimneys, in the under 
ground grain pits, in caves in the mountains, in stream valleys and 
in wells. 

They demolished the graveyards and destroyed the mosques of 
villages. After pul/ing down their pulpits they transformed mosques 
into stab/es and Jeft them in dirt. They destroyed the graveyard at 
Mama Hatun, pul/ed down the pulpit of its mosque, turned it into a 
church and hung a bel/ to its minaret." 

A document<64ı dated February 28, ı 9 ı 8, kept in the Archives of 
the German Foreign Ministry, clearly testifies before the world 
public opinion to the large scale destruction and genocide 
perpetrated by Armenian bands at Erzincan. 

The location number of this document, which is kept in the file 
No. ı 90 labelled ·Turkey 4 ı", is "R 22346." The document bearing 

<
62

) Enneni X.omitelerinin Ama/ ve Harekat-ı lhtilaliyesi. (Aspirations and revolutionary movements of the 
Armenian parties). pp. 289-296. 

<63ı BOA. HR. SYS. HU, kr. 110, dos. 12-2, nr. 144-162 [See: Annex-5) 

<Mı Archives of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, German Empire. "Türkei: Allgemeine Politik, Türkei Nr. 
41, R 22346". 
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the title of "Turkey General Policy" reports the Armenian genocide 
committed from November ı 9 ı 7 to March ı 9 ı 8. 

A German diplomat by the name of Bussche wrote a report on 
the basis of the information given by the German Consulate at 
Sivas. The following statement is from this report: 

'According to the telegram received from the Imperial Consulate 
at Sivas, Erzurum has been encircled as a half maan with the par
ticipation of the Second Anny. /ts surrender is expected shortly. The 
Armenian bands carried out overwhelming destruction at Erzincan. 
They literally eradicated the who/e population living in villages. " 

Armenian Atrocities in and around Oltu 

A sworn statement by Hanuszade Huneys and his brother Ramiz, 
refugees from Oltu, as to the savageries and atrocities committed 
by Armenian bands at Oltu and its environ who had guided the 
Russian Army: 

"W e were living in the farms at a distance of three hours walking 
from O/tu. The Armenian bands attacking this area seized the 
property of the muslim population inhabiting the districts of Sivri 
and Navunnan and violated infamously muslim women. 

The Armenians attacking the villages of Yiniskerd, Ornek, 
Chevlagir, Oghdadab, Haydus and 1\amis killed all men saying 'You 
invited the Ottoman troops" and violated women and tore children 
into pieces in front of their parents. 

After having put together all the men of the village of Penesgir in 
front of the mosque and planted araund armed Armenians as 
sentries, they went into the interior of the village, plundered hous
es, violated women and killed 
children. 

An armed band of 150 
Armenians attacked the village 
of 1\eban, separated all the 
women from the rest and took 
them to an oak wood nearby, 
violated them by force and killed 
many of those helpless women. 

In the village of Pernik in the 
district of O/tu, the muslim 

In the viiiage of Pernik in 
the district of Oltu, the 
muslim population were 

almost annihilated by 
Armenians, the corpses 

were thrown into dilehes 
and little children were 

also buried alive together 
with the corpses. 
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population were almost annihilated by Armenians, the corpses were 
thrown into ditches and little children were also buried alive togeth
er with the corpses. "1651 

Anather document1661 testifying 
to the atrocities and genocide 
perpetrated by Armenians against 
the people living in Karaurgan, 
Sarikamish, Kars and Oltu is also 
available in the Ottoman 
Archives. 

Armenians put fire to 
every part of Kars and 

did not refrain from 
commilling such 

savagery as putting our 
poor prisoners to death 
at the railroad station. A document dated July 26, 

19 1 9 kept in the Ottoman 
Archives tells more about the atrocities and genocide committed by 
Armenians at Oltu: 

'The British Representative Rawlinson acknowledges, in his 
report that he prepared at the end of his inspection he carried out 
on both sides of the boundary, that the Armenians committed mas
sacres on the frontline from O/tu to Bayezid and points out that the 
allies should immediately send troops to this region. With this 
report, Rawlinson strives to convince the British to send troops 
again to the Caucasus. "1671 

Arıneoian Atrocities and Genocide in and around Kars 

Brigadier General Kazim Karabekir, former Commander of the 
First Caucasian Corps and Commander of the 15th Corps, 
deseribed the atrocities and genocide committed at Kars by 
Armenians in the Report delivered to the American Delegation as 
follows: 

'Armenians put fire to every part of Kars and did not refrain from 
committing such savagery as putting our poor prisoners to death at 
the railroad station. We occupied Kars in the evening of April 25, 
1918. On April 26, 1 myself wandered about in Kars. Bvery part is 
burning. At the railroad station some one hundred Turkish soldiers 
taken prisoners were put to death after being tormented. Moreover, 

1651 Ermeni Komitelerinin Ama/ ve Harekat-ılhtilaliyesi. (Aspirations and revolutionary movements of the 
Armenian parties). pp. 32 I -323. 

1661 BOA. HR. SYS. HU, 136, 1919 VI 21 (See: Annex-6) 
1671 BOA. HR. SYS. HU, 136, 1919 VII 25 (See: Annex-7) 
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we have alsa found same fifty corpses belonging to muslim popu
lation thrown into the Kars stream in the vicinity of the waterfa/1, 
same 20 meters to the west of the Headquarters of the F'ortified 
Place of Kars at Kaleensesi. " 168ı 

Now Jet us make a quotation, in this respect, from the book pub
Iished by the Eastern Command of the Government of the National 
Assembly which relates the atrocities committed by Armenians: 

'The Kars (National) Soviet Government fell on April 1.3, 1919 the 

The number of muslims 
massacred at Kars and 

Ardahan reaches 
30.000 ... 

Parliament house being unex
pectedly raided and the mem
bers of the government caught 
and exiled to Hafta by the British. 
Three days later, the Armenian 
General Osebyan entered Kars 
and General Korganof, one of the 

Tashnak Armenians, was placed in the office of government as 
governor. Within a week Armenians resumed atrocities again. " 169ı 

The document170ı dated March 6, ı 9 ı 5, kept in the Ottoman 
Archives, is concerned with the atrocities and genocide committed 
by Armenians at Kars and its environs: 

'The number of muslims massacred at Kars and Ardahan 
reaches .30.000: the Ottoman prisoners of war entrusted to 
Armenians for being kept have been treated roughly and cruelly and 

168ı Kazım Karabekir: Birinci Kafkas Kolordusu'nun 1918 Yılındaki Hareketleri ve Gördükleri m. (General 
Harbord Başkanlıgındaki Amerikan Heyetine Verilen Rapor Suretidir). (The Operations of the First 
Caucasian Corps and my Observations). (Copy of the Report given to the American Mission headed 
by General Harbord), Erzurum. I 335 ( 191 9); Fahrettin Kırzıoglu: Kars Ili ve Çevresinde Ermeni 
Mezalimi (ı 9 ı 8- I 920). lArmenian Atrocities in the Province of Kars and in its neighbourhood 
(19ı8-ı920)). Ankara, 1970, pp. 82-94; General Harbord was commissioned by President Wilson 
on August ı. ı 9 ı 9, to examine the subject of Armenian mandate. He says in the Report he sub
mitted to the President upon his return "We thought at the outset that we were going to see an 
Armenian and massac res". It is see n at the en d of the vis it of the Mission that the re w as not an 
Armenian majority in the region and Turks had not committed genocide. See: Seçil Akgün: General 
Harbord 'un Anadolu Gezisi ve Ermeni Meselesine Dair Raporu. (General Harbord's Report on the 
Trip to Anatolia and the Armenian Question). Istanbul. ı 981 ; See for the Report itself: American 
Military Mission to Armenia, Conditlons in the Near East, 66th Congress. 2nd Session, Senate 
Document No. 266 (Washington. 1920); Mandatory Over Armenia, report made to Major General 
Harbord by Brigadier General G. Van H. Moseley. 66th Congress, 2nd Session, Senale document No. 
28 ı (Washington, ı 920). 

169l 1.3.35 ve I .3.36 (1919-1920) Seneleri Kafkasya 'da Islamiara Karşı /cra 0/undugu Tebeyyün Bden 
Ermeni Mezalimi. lArmenian Atrocities proven to have been perpetrated against the Muslims in the 
Caucasus in the years ı335 and 1336). Published by the Command of Eastern Front of the National 
Assembly Government. February 1 O, ı 337 (1921). 

170ı BOA. HR. SYS. HU, kr. ı ı O, dos. ı 2-1. nr. 2 (See: Annex-8) 



Turkish soldiers savagely killed under torture at Kars by Armenians. 
(Collection of Photographs, First World War, Album No. 4, Photo. No.l05, Archives of the 

Department of Military History and Strategical Studies, Turkish General Staff). 
Borrowed from ı. Dunya Savaşı Sırasında Ermenilerin TUrklere Yaptıgı Katliam-Fotograflar 

[The Genocide Perpetrated Against Turks by Armenians during the First World War- Photographs). 
Ankara, 2000. 

kil/ed with rif/e butts: Armenian and Greek soldiers in the Ottoman 
Army Jet themselves be taken prisoners by Russians so that they 
might Jeak information to them: as for the Caucasian Armenians, 
they first surrendered themselves to the Ottomans deliberately and 
then escaped back so as to in form Russians." 

Anather document17 ı ı dated July 4, 19 I 9 about the atrocities 
committed at Kars and its environs by Armenians: 

"Armenians committed atrocities against the muslims living in 
1\ars, 1\aghizman and Nahjivan; and the frightened muslims, getting 
ready to emigrate from 1\ars and lghdir, were not in safety owing to 
hunger and possible Armenian attacks: being informed of the 
situation, the British representative has confirmed it and would go 
to the neighbourhood of 1\ars and 1\aghizman to see the situation 
on the spot." 

<
7 ı ı BOA. HR. SYS. HU, 136, 1919 VII 4 (See: Annex-9) 



ARCHIVE DOCUMENTS ABOUT THE ATROCITIES AND GENOCIDE INFLICTED UPON TURKS BY ARMENIANS 45 

Yet anather arehive document(72> testifies to the fact that 
Armenians massacred muslims and plundered their goods at Kars 
and its environs: 

"Armenians killed muslims living at Kars on various pretexts and 
gathered the youth at Kars and Sarikamish and massacred them 
and annihilated a number of notab/es and forced people to hand 
over their horses, oxen and sheep as a wartime contribution and 
killed those who opposed and used force to seize the weapons of 
the people in the neighbourhood of Zengezur and Nahjivan." 

Anather document(73> tells that 

"The Annenian Commandant at Kaghizman wrote a Jetter to 
Mahmut Bey, chief of the Zilan tribe, informing him that he should 
either surrender or be ready for war: the 12th Division asked 
Mahmut Bey to assure itself that measures were taken against the 
assault and perseverance would be shown: Armenian bands raided 
the villages of Pozat Mescidii_ Gulyantepe, Kurudere as well as the 
four vİllages attached to Akchakale and killed the people 
plundering their money, goods, househo/d goods and animals. " 

Upon the genocide perpetrated at Erzurum, Erzincan and Beyazit 
by Armenians, the newspaper "Kaspı" reported the events in its 
issue dated March 20, 1 9 ı 8 and demanded that massacres should 
be stopped: 174 ı 

"About the occupied areas of Turkey: 

"Last January, The Muslim Committee at Tblisi complained to the 
National Armenian Soviet that they recently received alarming news 
from Turkish occupied regions saying that loca/ muslims were being 
terribly oppressed by armed Armenian forces. Delegates from 
Erzurum, Erzincan and Bayezit who took part in the last session of 
the Commitlee submitted a detailed report that with the departure 
of the Russian forces from the said region Annenian detachments 
took their place and, with it, local muslim population began living 
in extremely hard conditions. 

mı BOA. HR. SYS. HU, ı36, ı9ı9 VII 7 (See: Annex-l O) 
17 ~> BOA. HR. SYS. HU, 136, ı 919 VII 8 (See: Annex-l 1) 
174

> News appeared in the issue of 20 March ı 9 ı 8 of the Newspaper "Kaspi " [Hazar}. lt is being pub
lished in Turkish for the first time. (See: Annex- ı 2) 



Two captive Turkish soldiers brutally killed by Armenians who strangled them by wire and 
repeatedly wounded with bayonet at Sankamış. 

(Collection of Photographs. First World War, Album No. 4, Photo. No. 116, Archives of the 
Department of Military History and Strategical Studies, Turkish General Staff). 

Borrowed from ·ı. Dünya Savaşı Sırasında Ermenilerin Türklere Yaptıgı Katliam-Fotograflar" [The 
Genocide Perpetrated Against Turks by Armenians during the First World War- Photographs). 
Ankara, 2000. 

The delegates told that it had become a daily routine work for 
Armenians to kill the local muslim population to plunder their 
goods and to oppress them. The terrorised, impoverished and 
starving people, unable to raise any objection, were being robbed 
of their last portion of food under the pretext that soldiers need 
them. Unfortunately, the said abnormal conditions have been con
firmed by the official Muslim organisations on the front as well as 
by the impartial persons coming from the war zone. It is only 
natural that the Muslims living in the Caucasus the Muslim 
Committee at Tblisi representing them are anxious for the fate of 
the unprotected muslim people who have lived for four years under 
Russian occupation and suffered so much injustice inflicted upon 
by the Russian. Thinking that such mean acts had been perpetrated 
so far by a number of individual groups only encouraged by the tol
erance shown occasionally by the Russians, the Mus/ims living in 
the Caucasus have put up with them. But now, following the estab
lishment of the national military units, incidents have assumed a 
totally different character and became unbearable. Nowadays, 
regarding even individua/ incidents as national problems, people 
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make them inextricable. Having taken all this into consideration, 
the Muslim Committee at Tb/isi has asked the Armenian National 
Soviet to take necessary measures so that Armenian military units 
may not oppress the muslim population living in the areas of Turkey 
occupied by Russia. 

The Muslim Committee at Tb/isi is confident that, now that a 
peace treaty is about to be concluded with Turkey, the Armenian 
National Soviet will put an end to all the unusual conditions which 
might harm, when a new foundation is laid down, a foundation that 
would bring peace to all the nations endeavouring for mutual inte
rests and preparing to live a new and free life, the dialogue between 
the two nations taking place in the occupied zones of Turkey." 

Armenian Atrocities And Genocide in and around Trabzon 

Following the October 1917 Revolution, Russians evacuated 
Trabzon and its environs. Before and after the evacuation, armed 
Armenian bands massacred innocent and defenceless people, 
corpses were thrown into wells, corpses with mutilated arms, hands 
and feet were thrown onto abandoned houses and gardens, 

Some arms seized from Armenians at Trabzon. 
Borrowed from Ermeni Amal ve Harekat·ı lhtilaliyesi; Tesavir ve Vesaik. The Armenian aspira

tions and revolutionary movements"-Aibums No. 1 and 2. 1919. 
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mosques were filled with dirt with the intention of insulting holy 
places, even the fruit trees were cut down so as to prevent people 
from benefiting from them. < 75ı 

The Armenian atrocities and genocide were well documented by 
the official investigation conducted by the Kaimakam of the district 
of Vakfıkebir as follows: 

"Numerous women and children who, following the entry of 
Armenians in Viche, had taken refuge in the house of the tax co/
Jector Osman Effendi were savagely killed,· an armed band 
comprising some 30 Annenians blockaded several houses, chose 
women and children took them to a stream and s/aughtered them 
all; the two women who survived this disaster with wounds that 
hea/ed afterwards to/d the disaster in deep grief; a group of five 
Armenians from the vmage of Gül Ali, district of Of, attempted to 
rape a woman in front of gendarmes and kil/ed one of the gen
darmes who attempted to defend the woman and bit savagely a 

<75ı The atrocities were reported in detail by Captain Ahmet Refik, Officer in the second Section, General 
Headquarters in the message dated I M ay I 9 I 8. See the Archives of the Department of Military 
History and Strategical Studies. General Staff (ATASE). No. l/2. carton 359. File 1023, Index 3-36. 

An innocent and defenceless Turk strangled by Armenian bands at Trabzon. 
Borrowed from 'Islam Ahalinin Duçar Oldukları Mezalim Hakkında Vesaike Müstenid Malümat' 

(Documented Information about the Atrocities Endured by Muslim People). IstanbuL ı 9 I 9. 
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piece from her cheek after tram
pling the honour of the poor 
woman; the barbarous band 
kil/ed a number of scholars 
under various insults and torture 
and plundered all their goods 
and foods and took them away 
and committed lots of atrocities 

... and brutally ldlled a 
new born baby, daughter 

of her sister, Hatice, 
by throwing her into the 

air and holding a bayonet 
under her while falling. 

and meanness, the story of which would fill many volumes of 
books. 

According to swom statements given by various eyewitnesses on 
the brutalities committed by Armenian bands who guided Russian 
soldiers, the Armenians entering the village of Kalfaka rounded up 
many women and children inc/uding the wife, Ulviye, and daughter 
in law, Hüsniye, of Kulakoglu Hüseyin and the wife, Züleyha, of 
Kulakoglu Ali, who had hided together in several houses and wait
ed anxiously for what to happen, and took them away to a brook at 
the foot of a nearby hill and slaughtered them all /ike sheep. They 
violated and then killed the 18 year old daughter, Emine, of 
Paslioglu Ali who had remained in the viiiage and brutally killed a 
new bom baby, daughter of her sister, Hatice, by throwing her into 
the air and holding a bayan et u nder her w hile falling. "1761 

Anather document1771 recounting the atrocities perpetrated 
against the people living in the regions of Trabzon and Van by 
Armenians in company with Russians 

"is an official Jetter written and forwarded by the Ministry of 
lnterior to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs about the reports received 
from the provinces of Trabzon, Van and Diyarbakİr relating the 
atrocities and evi/ deeds committed by Armenians, in company with 
Russians, against muslim population and muslim women in 
particular." 

Yet anather document'781 

embodying the sworn testimonies of Fatima (daughter of Ali 
Osman), wife of Salimoglu Mehmet from the viiiage of Kalafka, and 
that of Besim bin Mehmet from the viiiage of lpsil shows that 

1761 Ermeni Komitelerinin Ama/ ve ffarekal-1 lhtilaliyesi. (Aspirations and revolutionary movements of the 
Armenian parties). pp. 319-321. 

1771 BOA. HR. SYS. HU, kr. 110, dos. 12-3, nr. 12-14, 16, 18-26,28-39,4 1-44 [See: Annex-13) 
1781 BOA. HR. SYS. HU, kr. ll O, dos. 12-4, nr. 125-126 [See: Annex-14) 
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'Armenians and Russians rounded up muslims from their houses 
living in the village of Kalafka, district of Yomra, Trabzon, separated 
men from women, sent men to an unknown place, violated Jittle 
gir/s and women and kiJJed a new bom baby by throwing it into the 
air and holding a bayonet under it while falling and they committed 
simi/ar crimes in the viJJages of Ipsil, Hachavra and Soldoy in the 
district of Machka, violated women and maids, kiJJed many people 
and burnt their corpses and Russians encouraged Annenians to do 
so. The testimonies also ineJude the names of victims. • 

Armenian Atrocities in and around Bitlis 

"lt is understood from the testimony of Osman Bey (son of 
Kalfatchi) from the quarter of Kizilmescid, that fifty year old roother 
of Mehmet (son of Reshid), the woman by the name of Nigar, from 
the quarter of Hersan was wounded by dagger and killed afterwards 
by Annenians and an innocent little gir/ who was in the house of the 
above-mentioned was also killed and her body was thrown to dogs 
in the street and that this grievous scene was witnessed by many 
others . 

... the ninety year old father of Mehmed (son of Hasan)from the 
quarter of Tash was martyred and his house was plundered by 
Armenians . 

... Faris from the quarter of Tash was taken away from his house 
and nothing was heard of him since then. Armenians also killed the 
ten year old son of Faris, /\adir, as weJJ as two other sons, Tevfik and 
Sherif, by crushing their heads with blows of rifle butts and 
trampling the heads with their boots. The wives of Dursun (son of 
Tahir), who is the uncle of Faris, the women by the names of 
Mentan, Kishmish and Ziynet, were repeatedly violated and his 
cousin, Esat, was cut into pieces by sword. " <79ı 

The document<aoı dated July ı, ı 9 ı 6, kept in the Ottoman 
Archives says that 

"The subgovernor of Mardin conducted an investigation into the 
brutalities inflicted upon the muslim population by Armenians 

<79ı Ermeni l'iomitelerinin Ama/ ve Harekat-ı lhtilaliyesi. [Aspirations and revolutionary movements of 
the Armenian parties). pp . .309-.318. 

ıeoı BOA. HR. SYS.' HU, kr. ll O, dos. 12·2, nr. 117-12.3 (See: Annex·IS) 
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during the occupation of Van 
and Bitlis and found out on the 
basis of the testimonies of those 
who had been saved from the 
massacres that Russians and 
Armenian bands savagely slain 
and cut into pieces everybody 
even though they were willing to 

... killed the inbabitants 
of villages already 

surrendered and burned 
everybody. children 

included. in furnaces 
used to bake bread ••• 

surrender, killed the in h abitan ts of villages already surrendered and 
burned everybody, children included, in furnaces used to bake 
bread and that the band attacked to Aramek, an Armenian from 
Van, put to death all the inhabitants of a vii/age of 70 to BO houses 
even though they had surrendered." 

Anather document<sı ı " ... testifying to the atrocities and destruc
tion inflicted upon muslims by Armenians in Bitlis and its environs 
embodies the sworn statements of those who failing to escape 
remained in Bitlis and were victimized by Russians and Armenian 
bands, lists the names of those muslims who were killed under tor
ture or violated by Russian and Armenian bands, muslims whose 
money, goods and houses were plundered, muslims whose houses 
were burnt down as well as the names of destroyed mosques, 
schoo/s, tekkes, places of visit, official buildings, bridges and ware
houses in the quarters of Kizilmescid, Zeydan, Hersan, Tash, 
Aynulbard, Avih, the quarters of Erkuzan, Kömüs, Mahallebasi, 
Adileevaz of Ah/at, the disrict of Karchikan, in the villages of Yako, 
Tatargazi, Patnos, in the quarters of Hamtos, Marmutlu, Kurubulak. 
Nahoshnud, Mabekor, in the villages of Azad, Kerekoglan, in the vii
Iage of Şirvanşeyh of Malazgirt." 

As for the savagery, atrocities and genocide carried out by 
Armenians in Mush: 

'The following is the sworn statement of Mehmed Resul, from 
Mush: 

'/ was a soldier engaged in war. Because of my wound, 1 failed to 
follow the detachment retreating towards Bitlis. 1 stayed behind 
together with three other soldiers wounded or disabled /ike me. 

<SIJ BOA. HR. SYS. HU, kr. 110, dos. 12-2. nr. 34-55 (See: Annex-16) 
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An Armenian from among 
them, ... brought six 

muslim girls together 
with his seven friends. 

Taking off their clothes, 
they told them to bow 

and in this position 
violated them. 

ISMET BINARK 

Shortly afterwards, Armenian 
bands, guiding Russian Cossacks, 
reached us. They first gouged out 
the eyes of Huseyin from Harput, 
one of our comrades and then 
asked him "Get up and try to see 
if Ottoman troops are coming?" 
and then kil/ed the poor one by 
shooting. They removed some 
skin from the right hand side of 

the other soldier and fashioned some sort of pocket and then asked 
him "Put in your hand and see if there is any money of your 
Padishah in there?" and martyred him under torture. They laid down 
the third soldier on ground, cut off his genita/ organ and put it into 
his mouth and to/d him "b/ow this pipe so that assistance may come 
to you from the Ottoman troops." After insulting him badly, they 
martyred him as well. 

Then they took me to a brook. Making a fire they heated the spits 
of their rif/es and with them they branded me 24 times. They did 
not pay any attention to my cries and entreating. Just at that 
moment, several Russian soldiers arrived. One of them saved me 
from death. He secretly whispered to my ear that he was of Russian 
muslims. Russian Cossacks, Armenians and 1 set out altogether for 
Bitlis. We encountered convoys of fugitives on the road. Armenians 
savagely attacked these defence/ess women, children and e/derly 
people and pitilessly kil/ed all of them. An Armenian from among 
them, whom 1 knew that he was from the village of Ziyaret of Mush, 
brought six muslim gir/s together with his seven friends. Taking off 
their clothes, they to/d them to bow and in this position violated 
them. While committing such wickedness on the one hand, they 
said "from now on we sha/1 make muslims pray in this manner" on 
the other. "<82

) 

Armenian Atrocities and Genocide in and around Van 

The massacres and atrocities perpetrated in Van and its environs 
by Armenians constitute a painting of shame in front of history like 
other atrocities committed in other towns of Anatolia. 

<
82

) Ermeni Komitelerinin Ama/ ve Harekat-ı lhtilaliyesi. (Aspirations and revolutionary movements or 
the Armenian parties). pp. 3 I 9-321. 
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Let us make some quotations from the report by the Commander 
of Gendarmerie Regiment at Van concerning the savagery and 
atrocities of Armenians: 

'When Russians attacked the 
Ottoman borders, the Armenians 
living at Van, convinced that the 
opportunity that they had been 
waiting for had come, rising up 
here and there, started a mave
ment of rebellion. Putting into 
effect a program prepared Jang 

Many told that at the 
viiiage of Charikser a 

child was roasted on fire 
like a lamb and the 
incident has been 

confirmed ... 

before, they quickly began attacking defenceless muslim villages, 
travellers and post carriages and plundering the provisions sent for 
the Army by waiting in am bush at certain points of the itinerary. The 
Armenian bands guiding Russians slaughtered the headman of the 
village of Hirgehi, Holla Hasan, and other villagers all their 
entreaties being in vain. Out of the 58 inhabitants of the village, B 
men, 1 2 women and 18 children were martyred and the remaining 
virgins and brides were taken away by Armenians. 

Hany to/d that at the village of Charikser a child was roasted on 
fire /ike a lamb and the incident has been confirmed as 1 observed 
the remaining of the corpse myself. At a place between the villages 
of Ahurik and Avazerlik corpses of four villagers were found, their 
hands having been trusted into their abdomens and genital organs 
into their mouths. 

When, at the village of Kavli, a seven-year-old gir/, F'atma, and a 
nine-year-old gir/, Gulnaz, were carried in, they were in a state of 
infirmity since they had been violated in both ways. These two inno
cent gir/s are living evidences of the savagery and violence of 
Armenians. 

. . . At the village of Ahtucu, w hile the wife of a person n amed 
Kemo, Zeliha, was busy baking bread at the furnace, her six-month
old baby was cooked before her eyes and she was to/d to eat it. As 
she refused to do so, they trusted one of her Jegs into the furnace 
and burnt it pitilessly. 

It is understood from the corpses that in the same village inno
cent children were burnt in dung fires. 



A group of armed Armenian band members taking part in the Van uprising. 
Borrowed from ·ı. Dıinya Savaşı Sırasında Ermenilerin Türklere Yaptıgı Katliam-Fotograflar' (The 

Genocide Perpetrated Against Turks by Armenlans during the First World War- Photographs). 
Ankara, 2000. 

At the village of Herite, after they killed sameone cal/ed Han 
Osman under torture, they violated his three young daughters and 
two daughters in law in a manner which cannot be deseribed 
neither in words nor in writing and the victims committed suicide 
afterwards out of deep sorrow. 

. . . lt is u nderstood from the still fresh corpses in the village of 
Bozdagan that Armenians committed every kind of wickedness, that 
they first forced the vil/agers to abandan their homes and then mas
sacred them all . 

... Some three hundredjews trying to escape from Akaridan were 
captured at the village of Sil and cut into pieces. Then they stacked 
the corpses. 

All of the mosques in Van were destroyed, the muslim quarter 
burnt down. Van and its environs are in ruins. 

The who/e story of the savagery and atrocities committed by 
Armenians in and araund Van would fi/1 volumes of book. The fore
going is based on the statements of those victims who were rescued 
somehow. "183

' 

183
' op. cit .. pp. 298-309. 
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A foreigner, Rafael de Nogales, recorded the atrocities and geno
cide of Armenians at Van as follows: 

"As soon as the combats started, the Deputy for Erzurum in the 
Assembly, Garo Pastırmacıyan, went to Russia together with almost 
all of the Armenian officers and 
soldiers in the Third Anny. Soon 
after coming back with them, he 
began putting fire to villages and 
pitilessly killing eveıy innocent 
muslim he could get in hand. 

We learned that, after the 
Governor for Van, Cevdet Bey, 
abandoned Van, the Annenians 
became master of the town and 
slaughtered eveıy muslim, 
regardless of whether they are 
men, women, children or aged 
people. Such savageıy has not 
been seen anywhere. " 184ı 

.•. after the Governor for 
Van, Cevdet Bey, 

abandoned Van, the 
Armenians became 

master of the town and 
slaughtered every 

muslim, regardless of 
whether they are men, 

women, children, or aged 
people. Such savagery 

has not been seen 
anywhere. 

This is the observation made by Clair Price in connection with the 
Armenian massacres: 

"The Armenian bands occupied Van at the end of April and, after 
subjecting the Turkish people to massacres, handed over to 
Russians the remainder in June. " 185ı 

Yet another foreign writer, Felix Valyi records that 

''Armenian revolutionaries took control of the town of Van in 
April. They established an Armenian General Staff under the com
mand of Aram and Vardan and on May handed over the province of 
Van to Russian forces, cleaned of all muslims. " 186ı 

Following the capture of Van, the Russian Czar Nicola II sent a 
telegram to the Armenian Committee at Van on April 2 ı, ı 9 ı 5 to 
thank them for the services they rendered to Russia. 

184ı Rafaeı de Nogaıes: four Years Beneath the Crescent: New York, ı 926, p. 45. (Transıated into 
Turkish: Hilal Altında Dört Sene ve Buna Ait bir Cevap. Tranıated by Kaymakam Hakkı. Istanbul, 
ı931). 

185
) cıair Price: The Rebirth of Turkey. New York , ı 923, pp. 86-87. 

186ı Felix vaıyi: op. cit., pp. 233-234. 



Human skeletons unearthed at the mass grave exeavation carried out at the viiiage of Zeve, 
Van. 

Borrowed from 'Yakın Tarihimizde Van Uluslararası Sempozyumu" (International Symposium on 
Van in Recent History). 2-5 April ı 990. Ankara, ı 990. 

The Armenian newspaper "Gochnak", published in America, 
reported, in its issue of May 24, 1915, with great pride that "only 
1500 Turks remained at Van" after the Armenian atrocities and 
genocide. 

The document<87ı kept in the Ottoman Archives testifies before 
history to the atrocities and genocide committed by Armenians in 
Van 

"that Armenians and Russians treated veıy cruelly the muslim 
inhabitants of Van and its environs, that according to the testimony 
of Firdevs, from the Abbas Agha quarter of Van, the occupants 
savagely massacred the muslim population regardless of whether 
they are men or women, young or aged, that they opened up the 
womb of a pregnant woman and took out the foetus and cut off its 
head, that they tortured the people in the houses they had entered 
by force for hours and then killed, that they undressed a /ad of 

(B?l BOA. HR. SYS. HU, kr. I I O, dos. ı 2-2, nr. I I 4-116 (See: Annex-17) 
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1 6 years and cut off his genital organ; that the women and gir/s 
taken to the American institution were violated, that they opened 
the graves and took out corpses already buried and dug holy places 
and filled them with dirt. " 

Anather document188ı concerning the Armenian atrocities com
mitted in the viiiage of Ashnak in the district of Reshadiye, Van 
underlines that 

The Armenians and Russians attacking the village of Ashnak 
treated people cruel/y, burnt women and children alive, gouged the 
eyes of young and old people 
and savagely violated the young 
women, separated same 15 
muslim women and gir/s and 
shut them in a room and, while 
entertaining themse1ves on the 
evening, forced them to undress 
and said to them "Come on pray, 
Jet us see how you pray" and at 
Jength killed them after viola
lion. · 

... separated so me I 5 
muslim women and girls 
and shut them in a room 
and, while entertaining 

themselves on the 
evening, forced them to 

undress and said to them 
"Come on pray, let us see 

how you pray ... " 

Armenian Atrocities and Genocide in and around Diyarbakİr 

Let me quote some passages from the conclusions of the inves
tigation conducted by the provincial authority regarding the mas
sacres and atrocities committed by Armenians in Diyarbakİr and its 
environs: 

"1. An armed band headed by a villain by the name of Daryon 
Dona, from the Armenian village of Bashnak in the district of Si/van, 

suddenly attacked on June 28, 1915 a canvay of more than 500 
mu/es carrying goods under the command of Militia Officer Haci 
Hamid Effendi, protected by a sufficient number of gendarmes and 
militiamen, at a place cal/ed Şeytan Kaya, while fording a brook, 
and cruel/y martyred most of them. 

2. When a number of soldiers discharged from the Army with a 
leave for changing climate arrived at the neighbourhood of the 
Armenian villages of Kum and Chum in the district of Lice, they 

1881 BOA. HR. SYS. HU, kr. ı ı O, dos. ı 2·2, nr. ı O ı· ı 02 (See: Annex· ı 8) 



58 ISMET BINARK 

were attacked by the band members Jiving in these villages and 
were killed with daggers, same of them with heads cut of{, others 
with arms and feet tied up . 

. . 

A number of wounded Turkish soldiers travelling on home leave were ambushed and brutally 
killed by Armenian bands in the vicinity of Kum and Çum, in the district of Lice. Diyarbakır, on 
July 25, 1915. 

Borrowed from 'Ermeni Ama! ve t1arekat·ı lhtilaliyesi; Tesavir ve Vesaik. The Armenian 
aspirations and revolutionary movements.- Albums No: ı and 2. 1919. 

3. Those Armenians, who can use arms, from the inhabitants of 
the villages of Arzuoglu and Shaniköy, in the district of Shark, 
formed a band headed by the notorious Hono from Hotan and, 
taking advantage of the absence of most men, faraway in the Army, 
attacked the muslim viiiage of Hizir İlyas and gathered all the 
women and children that they met in the viiiage or in the fields and 
dragged them all to a brook called Mersinderesi and tragically killed 
them there by shooting or by dagger. They cut some of them into 
pieces like a wicked butcher. Before putting to death they violated 
women. 
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4. The Armenian workers working on the road Siverek-Urfa 
revolted and killed the gendarmes, then beginning to act as bandits 
in the neighbourhood prevented the old men and women from 
visiting a holy place at a site called Karatash that they had encoun
tered there and planted them all as targets at a distance of 300 
meters, aimed their guns at them and killed them all. As is to be 
understood from such incidents, which are rather numerous, 
Armenians have sworn to treat muslims badly and pitilessly. "1891 

Armenian Atrocities and Genocide in and around Elazağ 

The Armenians living in the province of Elaz1g who had started 
activities long before the world war at the incitement of 
revolutionary organisations, foreign consulates, Armenian schools 
and missionaries intensified those activities from the first months of 
the war. The locally organized bands, in company with the volun
teers coming from the Caucasus, committed acts of sabotage in 
town and in neighbourhood, murdered many gendarmes and 
palicemen on duty. They attempted to incite the tribes in Dersim 
against the Ottoman government. At Egin and Arapkir churches 
were transformed into arsenals. With the outbreak of war the 
Armenians began to commit massacres and atrocities. 1901 

Armenian Atrocities and Genocide in and around Sivas 

The uprisings seen in the neighbouring provinces after the dec
laration of war were equally seen in Sivas and its environs. An 
Armenian priest by the name of Seponil from the viiiage of Yayc1 in 
the district of Karahisar visited villages on the pretext of collecting 
aid for the Church, gathered Armenians and said to them 

"The Ottomans entered the war in which they will be defeated. 
Russian will soon enter Erzurum, and come up to here. Russians will 
beat the Army in front, we in the rear. The hour has come to use the 
arms that we had distributed to you in time." 

Such was his propaganda. Large scale incidents were prevented 
in the region thanks to the necessary measures taken by the 

1891 t:nneni Komitelerinin Ama/ ve Harekat-ı lhtilaliyesi. (Aspirations and revolutionary movements of 
the Armenian parties). pp. 318-319. Photographs showing this savagery and atrocities are 
included in the book. 

1901 Azmi Süslü: t:rmeniier ve 1915 Tehcir Olayı. (The Armenians and the 1915 Deportation). Ankara, 
1990, p. 84. 
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government in time, yet Armenians stili committed massacres and 
atrocities in the region. 

The telegram sent to the Ministry of the Interior on April 22, 
ı 9 ı 5, by the Governor of Sivas summarizes the events in Sivas and 
its environs as follows: 

"The places in the province where Armenians are numerous are 
Şebinkarahisar, Suşehri, Hafik, Divriği, Gürün, Oemerek, Amasya, 
Tokat and Menzifon. At the end of searches that have been carried 
out so far in the Turkish villages of Suşehri and in the district of 
0/ataş, lots of illegal arms and dynamite have been found. lt has 
been certainly established on the basis of the statements of the 
arrested culprits that Armenians had armed .30.000 persons in this 
province, 15. 000 of the m had already joined the Russian Army and 
that the remaining 15.000 persons would threaten the Turkish Army 
from the rear in case of its failure. Skirmishes have taken place 
between the Armenians and the security forces sent to the village 
of Tuzhisar in which the Armenian band Jeader Murad (Hamparsum 
Boyajian), member of Tashnak Organisation, had taken refuge. " 19 1 ı 

19 1 ı Azmi Süslü: ap. cit., p. 88. (See also the Archives of the Department of Military History and 
Strategical Studies, General Staff (AT AS EL No. 4/3671, kls. 2820, dos. 69, fih. 3-45. 

In Sivas, Armenian bands tied the han ds and legs of a gendarme by the name of Mustafa, then 
strangled him and ripped his abdomen with bayonet. 

Dedicated to the statesmen in positions of responsibility, intellectuals and public opinion of 
those countries and states, which upheld the Armenian claims. 

Borrowed from "Ermeni Komitelerinin Ama! ve Harekat-ı İhtilaliyesi; İlan-ı Meşrutiyetten Evvel ve 
Sonra" (The Aspirations and Revolutionary Movements of the Armenian Committees: Before and 
After the Declaration of Constitutional Monarchy). Istanbul. ı 916. 
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Arıneoian Atrocities and Genocide in Other Towns of Anatolia 

Apart from the above-mentioned places, the Armenians arıning 
themselves organized armed bands, transformed schools and 
churches into arsenals, betrayed the Ottoman state under the 
tolerant and equitable rule of which they Iived in peace and pros
perity, massacred the innocent and defenceless Turkish people and 
committed unimaginable atrocities in such places as Ankara, 
Adana, Urfa, !zmit Adapazari, Bursa, Hatay, !zmir, İstanbuL Maraş, 
Antep and tialep. Their atrocities and genocide will remain in 
history as a permanent painting of disgrace. 

Bodies of innocent and defenceless Turks savage Iy killed by Armenians in the district of Ku lar, 
!zmit, with arms and other organs cut off with axe. 

Presented to the attention and human Iy feelings of the public opinion of those countries which 
upheld the unfounded Armenian claims. 

Borrowed from 'Ermeni Komitelerinin Ama! ve Harekat-ı lhtilaliyesi; Ilan-ı Meşrutiyetten Evvel ve 
Sonra" [The Aspirations and Revolutionary Movements of the Armenian Committees: Before and 
After the Declaration of Constitutional Monarchy). Istanbul, 1916. 
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Ungrounded Armenian Claims for Genocide 

This is the true face of the events that the Armenian propaganda 
and the focuses of terrorism attempt to distort and proclaim as the 
first genocide of the 20th century. Armenians were not subjected to 
genocide, On the contrary, as will be seen from the arehive docu
ments, photographs, and the evidences from the excavations of 
mass graves carried out in 1986 at Oba, lgdır and in Alaca, 

••• then the Armenian 
revolutionary 

organisations and armed 
bands who. believing in 

vain promises. shed 
blood everywhere in 
Anatolia. committed 

savagery and atrocities 
against the Turks. 
subjected them to 

genocide and caused 
them to suffer 

immensely. 

Erzurum; in 1988 at Dumlu Yeşil 
Yayla, Erzurum, in 1990 at Zeve, 
Van; 1 n 1991 at Subatan, Kars 
and in 1993 in the Tirnar villages 
of Pasiniler, Erzurum Armenians 
massacred Turks and committed 
atrocities against them, they car
ried out genocide systematically. 

It is true that there have been 
Armenian losses during the 
clashes in Anatolia as well as in 
the course of resettiement 
Nobody denies it. But one must 
bear in mind that there was a 
world war going on, war condi-
tions were prevailing, there was 

an uprising against the State and a deplorable treachery, coopera
tion with the enemies of the Ottoman state, attempts to pull down 
the state and break the Empire into pieces and as a natural conse
quence of such activities an emerging absolute necessity of 
resettiement Nowhere in the world, flowers have been presented to 
those who betrayed their state and used arms. 

Hardships of wartime, heavy conditions of climate, epidemics, 
insufficiency of fueL food, medicine and other means, and loss of 
lives occurring as a result of such conditions were applicable not 
only to Armenians but to Turks as welL perhaps more to Turks than 
to Armenians. 

If those who are responsible for all this tragedy are to be looked 
for as demanded by Armenians, they are first of all those who 
cheated and used Armenians for their own imperialistic ends and 
then the Armenian revolutionary organisations and armed bands 
who, believing in vain promises, shed blood everywhere in Anatolia, 
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committed savagery and atrocities against the Turks, subjected 
them to genocide and caused them to suffer immensely. 

We do not intend to denigrate the Armenian nation, to blacken a 
nation with feelings of hatred and grudge and to attribute today the 
savagery, atrocities and geno-
cide committed by the Armenian 
bands rising up against the State 
during the events in question 
and the Armenian voluntary regi
ments taking their place in the 
ranks of the Russian Army to the 
whole Armenian nation. 

To cherish a vendetta, to com
mit crimes, and to take revenge 
is not compatible with our faith, 
with the histarical honour and 

.•. overlooking 
the inhuman atrocities, 
genocide and injustice 

suffered by Turks, 
as witnessed by history, 

amounts to becoming 
a supporter of the 

Armenian grudge and 
hostility. 

nobility of the Turkish nation. However, it should not be forgotten 
that it is a scholarly, histaricaL national responsibility for us to show 
the truth, to eliminate the one-sidedness on this matter, which is 
equally a moral obligation of ours toward our dear martyrs. 

The powers and countries that provide support to the unfounded 
and imaginary Armenian claims of genocide should not forget that 
overlooking the inhuman atrocities, genocide and injustice suffered 
by Turks, as witnessed by history, amounts to becoming 
a supporter of the Armenian grudge and hostility. 

The states upholding the unfounded Armenian claims must 
realize that by doing so they get themselves convicted before 
history for exploiting history for political reasons. 
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News that appeared in the issue of September 6, 1905 of the news
paper 'Novoye Obozrenye' reporting that the Armenians killed, in Sh us ha, 
a town in Azerbaüan, on August 16, 1905, all of the Turk.s and muslims 
living and engaged in commerce in the Armenian seetion of the town. 
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Muslim Outlook 

MUSLIM OUTLOOK IS AN INSıRT ?ROVIDED TO LONDON TIM~S AND 
OTHER BRITISH :::::WSl?APERS AFTER wtii eY THE ISLAM:C INFORMATION 
BUR.EAU ON THE PR.EMISES THAT: 

ftThe demand for true information about Turkey and other 
Muslim matters having recently become too large to cope with 
in correspondence, the Islamic Information Bureau finds it 
necessary to issue this weekly bulletin. lt will be supplied 
gratis to all newspapers and persons interested. Apply to:
Islamic Information Bureau, 33, Palace Street, London S.W.l, 
Telephone: Victoria 9409." 

The following is a re-write of an article that appeared in 
Huslim Outlook, No.22, March 18, 1920,obtained from 
University of California Los Angeles library (UCLA call No. 
BP/14976 Mar. 1920 - Aug. 1920). The original copy of the 
article is attached. 

Annex-2: 
An official Russian document dated March .3, 1918, numbered .31, sent 
from Erzurum to the Commander of the Caucasian Anny, reporting that, 
during the evacuation of Erzurum by Russians, Annenians tortured and 

massacred defenceless people. 
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HASSACRE OF MUSSULMANS lY A~MINIANB 

RUSSIAN OFFICIAL noCUHENT (No. 31) 

Erzeroum, March 3, 1918 

TO THE COMHANDER OF THE CAUCASIAN ARHY,-
To the commander of the Caucasian Army 

On February 26, 1918, at mid-day, a company of the militia 
began to assemble the Turks, in order to make them clean up 
the railways and the roads leading to the fortifie~ion. 
This order came from General Antranik. But it was er.ecuted 
by the chi~i of tb9 militia of the town, named H. Farachian. 
The Turks eomplained, and said that they were being gathered 
tc~ether ~ithout taking into eonsideration the preseribed 
formalities, according to whieh a written order should issue 
fromthe Commandant of the town ..••• I at once eommunieated 
with H. Farachian who told me that the above-mentioned was 
abolished in view of the circumstance •••• Thus three sections 
of workers were formed. One seetion was sent to the gate of 
Rars: second, towards the gate of Oltiı third, towards the 
gate of Trebizond. At above three o'clock I was informed by 
one of my soldiers that the Turks of Kars. referred to above, 
were taken behind the fortification of Azizie. I realized 
the true signification of thif expression, used by soldiers. 
only on February 27. While leaving Erzeroum, I saw on the 
road of Kars more than 70 dead bodies !Turkish) riddled with 
bullets on the head;· the neck and the chest, as well as 
wounds from bayonets in the region of the heart and the 
abdomen. With the second seetion of the Turks the Armenians 
dealt in the following manner:-

The Turks were enclosed in barracks, made of wood. where 
they were so crowded up that they could hardly sit down. On 
that night, according to the testimonie~ of the work~rs on 
the railway line, the Armenians began shooting the Turks one 
by one: and. at a given ~oment, they began firino on the· 
barraeks. 

79 

The third section, according to my informants, was shot by 
machine-ouns at the oate of Trebizond. Now I shall endeavor 
to draw a picture of February 26, the nioht of nightmare and 
blood. The Armenians entered, several times by force, the 
houses of the Turks, and seized the male seetion from the age 
of 11 up to the very aged, and formed them in eolumns, and 
led them, with blows from whips and rifles, outside the town, 
where they massacred them in the most savage manner. Onee I 
asked them where they were taking the Turks, and if that was 
to make them work? "No,• replied the soldiers, with an air of 
satisfaetion, "We shall probably kill them." 
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When I told them: " Insensates, come back to reason," they 
replied to me: "For the love of God, do not prevent us. We 
do not touch you at all, and what we do with them is not your 
business." ~here was a very great excitement in the town; 
everyone was runninç about . Cries of children, and 
lamentations of Turkish women, were heard everywhere in the 
town. The Armenian soldiers were walkinq about in groups in 
the town, and were continually forcinç open the doors of 
Turkish houses. Finally , carne the terrible night that shook 
the spirit of desolation. The blood congea's at the thought 
of the horror of this night. The cries increased. One 
should like to ço to the rescue of the unfortunat~ victi~s. 
but when one qoes there, one receives everywhere the 
!~~crtinent answer, "Do no~ interfe~e." which is accompanied 
by ~hreats. I heard the cries of women; I opened the door, 
and. climbing up the stairs, I entered a room. Here I saw 
seven Armenian soldiers fully armed; one of them holding a 
candle in his hand. some searching for what they ~ould find, 
and som~ were massacring in a savage manner. There were 
three unveiled Turkish women, down whose faces blood was 
trickling; there blouses were torn. showing their breasts 
covered with blood. On their sides. children were there. so 
terrified that they appeared dead with fear; a child cry out 
in a extraordinary voice, opening the eyes full of tears. 
One of the Armenians prevented it from crying; but the 
terrified child understood~othinc;;ı. and kept on crying; then 
the Ar~enian delivered a blow on the head of the child, with 
his rifle. and the child stopped.crying and fell on the 
floor. When the mother saw the child in thi~ condition, she 
beoan to sob. Then be slaughtered the child with his bayonet 
and landed a blow on the head of the roother and bayonetted 
her. The other women seeing this bec;;ıan to ery, hands on the 
eyes. The children folded their arms, with bended heads they 
awaited their turn; . but at once a dagc;;ıer was ai=ed at ~Y 
abdomen:· .I thougbt it advisable to retire . . I ca=e ~ut of the 
house; .I beard a carriaae.coming:~I at once.recogni%ed that 
'it was that of the coınnıander· of the militia , M • . ·Farachian. I 
beççed him to enter the house; he roughly answered me thus: 
"When Armenia boils one cannot think about individuals.~ and 
at once he asked why I did not enter myself to stop these 
fools. I replied that I was a Russian and they would not 
listen to me. H. Faracbian then told ~e: ~ı am surprised 
that at such a moment you should find enouoh time to busy 
yourself with such silly thinQs." I left him and walked for 
a.lonç time in the streets; .. I also visited the Turkish 
quarters; everywhere the same horrible picture that breaks 
one'a heart was to be aeen; the same cries, the same moanings 
cf women and children .. The vietims of these crimes have been 
so numerous that I take the liberty of sayina that only 250 
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Turks, who could hide themselves, have been lef~ alive in ~he 
whole town. The Armenians having learned of this began ~o 
reelaimed ~hem from the Russian officers; they also called at 
my house, where ~hey searched for ~hem everywhere. even in 
cupboards, and under beds; but they forgot to search the 
garre~. where I had hidden a Turkish family. 

The following scene.which took place in the house of the 
former military cashier is characteristic. I happened to be 
there by chance. I found a few Armenians there; they were 
seated before a lamp and picking ou~ the ar~icle in gold, 
ri~gs. bracelets, and other articles which they had robbed. 
One of them told me that he· could not take a bracele~ of the 
wrist of a wo~en, as it would no~ open. I myself ascer~aıned 
this fac~. He had to cu~ the hand and the fingers of the 
women--he himself said this--to ~ake the bracelet, ete., off. 
The Armenians set the town on fire; they als~ burned 
buildings of non-military charac~er; they also burned the 
house of the Arnerican Consul, M. Stempleten. ·Now and then we 
heard rifle reports; they completely massacred the remainder 
before the arrival of the Turkish arrny. All the roads 
leading from ~he gate of Kars to Hassan-Kale were cbvered 
with massacred Turkish bodies. despoiled of their dresses. 
and the noses and the ears~of a great part of them had been 
cut off. We came near to Hassan-Kale, and so on ~he side of 
the railway line a group of Turkish prisoners, led by 
Armenian Soldier, who make them run. Those who happened to 
be behind wera.being whipped and hit on the heads. Their 
faces were covered with blood. Finally, we arrived at 
Hassan-Kale. Among these prisoners was a blind old man, 
accompanied by a boy. The blind, old man aroping his way; 
the boy had no more strength left to help the old man. A 
soldiers on horseback began to beat them; these poor persons 
were wiping the blood of! their faces without uttering a 
word; but they eontinued behind. These poor men kep~ Quie~. 
thus hoping to be spared the martyrdom. But fate had it 
differently: as soon as they reached Hassan-Kale. fhe erowd 
that awaited them massacred them at once by fusilade. We 
proceeded on to Keupri-Keui. On arriving there I aliahted 
from the train; I suddenly heard cries coming from the 
direetion of Hassan-Kale, and saw a crowd of Turks running; I 
counted them afterward and found them to be 40. 
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In front of them were two soldiers on horseback. who, from 
their uniform, seemed to be officers, but I am not certain of 
that (their ranksl. The horsernan who were in front made 
their horses trot and gallop alternately: the Turks had to 
imitate them; those who were unable to do so were beaten. 
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Someti~es the horsernen would stop suddenly; then the h~= 3 n 
mornentum caused by the inertia brouçht the prisoners al~ost 
up to the horsemen; the horsemen landed blows of rifle on 
their heads, made thern pass through a group of carts; at a 
çiven time they had to come down a slope down; a Turk fell 
down this did not please one of the horsernen, who went up to 
him and drew his sword and delivered a blow, cuttinç open his 
(Turkish) forehead and lips, the wounded Turk atternpted to 
rise, but 
the hor5eman sbot him dead. At this time the Arrnenians ~egan 
to shoot the prisoners, and within five rninutes there lay 40 
warrn deaa body of the Turks on the side of our wa9on. A few 
Arrnenians not content with this we~t and exarnined the bodies 
and fired a few rnore shots at those who showed any siçn of 
life. All alonç the railroad we saw the same thinç. For 
example, at ~orassan the Arrnenians opened fire on the Turks 
working on the railway lines. Happily, onl~ two were killed 
there; the Russian mechanicians bandaged their wounds &nd 
carried them to the barracks. Vhen we arrived at 
Rara-Ourgan, we learned that all the wounded had died. 

Sub-Captain ABGRAL, 
Military Commandant of the town of Erzerourn. 
Erzeroum, March 3, 1918. 
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. committed in the neighbourhood of 
Document cancemıng t~e mas~~~':~ecessary measures to be taken. Erzurum by Armemans an 
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Annex-5: 

The first two pages of the original 2.3 page document reporting the 
atrocities committed in the villages of Tercan district by Armenians in 

company with Russians. 
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Document canceming the massacres and plunders committed in 
Karaurgan Sankamısh, Kars and O/tu by Armenians. 
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Document including the acknowledgement by the British that Armenian 
bands committed brutalities in the who/e region from O/tu to Bayezid. 

The British Representative Ravlinson acknowledges, in his report that he 
prepared at the end of his inspection he carried out on both sides of the 

boundary, that the Annenians committed massacres on the frontline 
from O/tu to Bayezid and points out that the allies should immediately 

send troops to this region. With this report, Rawlinson strives to convince 
the British to send troops again to the Caucasus. 
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Annex-8: 

Document stating that Armenians treated brutally the muslim population 
and prisoners of war at 1\ars and Ardahan. 

As many as .30. 000 muslims were massacred in 1\ars and Ardahan. And 
the prisoners of war who had been entrusted to Armenians for protection 

were killed by blows of riffle butts. 
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Arehive document relating the atrocities committed in Kars, Kagızman 
and Nahcivan by Annenian bands. 
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The first page of a .3 page document canceming the atrocities and mas
sacres committed in the neighbourhood of Kars. 
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Annex-l I: "tt d 
. the atrocities commı e document cancemıng 

The first page of a 5 page k rt Sankamış and Akçakale. in Kagızman Kara u , 
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Hb nonomeHiıo Bb aaaoe
B8HHWXb ofinacTRXb TypuiM. 

Euıe Bb mr.sapt Mtc.ııııt Tıı$-ıııccı;.iii 
,\ıycyolb.\latıcKii'ı KO,\li!TeTb o6panı,ıcıı Ku 

apllııJIC,._OMy HaljiOH<I.'Ib~}' coıı·LT}' co 
C.Tt.l}lOI!lll\lb OTHOllletıie.llô: 

Bı. Tır<j>::ııcaıdı1 mycy11t>.\WHcıdii ı;:o.lııı 
ren, 3a nocxt..:ıııee npe.11sı cr.ı.7.ı <ıaCTo 
rıocr;ırıınb Tpeııo~ ırtcnı ııao o6;ıı
cı eii aaııoeııaHHoii Typl\iıı, o ı-raoı,ıi>ıx·ı.. 
ll I!pilTLcıleHiRXb 1 KOI!.'ılb ı!TO..'~BepraıOTOI 
~~l!pHbl'e >KIITeilU Mycy;ıMıaııe CO CTopo
l!bl !IOCp)'>Kl'HHbiXb ap'IISUICKI!Xb 'lacTeir. 

Ha noc.ıt;ıHııxo )!(e aact..:t:ı.Hiıı.xo Ko
mıreoa cnetı)a.ıbHp rrpit,xaııml.ıı .ııenera

ııiıı 1131ı :)p311H..'\)I\aHa, 3p3epyMa ll DaSI-
3CTa C)lf,Jla.lli llOi\pOOifbl'l! JIOK.rıa.::\'b (l 
TO:Ilb ı;.par~e. 'onKMO.'IIo rıo;ıolKeHhı, aı. 
KOTOpo.>ıb 04yTIItilll(b )1-.'ll'l'e.IIH-My<:f;U..•,ı;ı

He Ha31l3Hlll>IXb 111icn, nc)cırJ, )'XO;ta 

... ..,. •• l.~ll- .ıuı..'!!lll: 
CKI!Xb <ı:ıcreil. Y6illcnıa, ııpa'Geıt\'11 H w.ı
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C:lOR3.\Ib ;te-TeraTOJYb1 CTa;1ll · o6Lı'IHbDHI 
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psı.:nıcb Cb :tnnıo, Kaı<b co !Heıl36t,ıı.-

j Eı~'ılb a;ıo.\l'b, rf..,ı·ı. 6o.~te, <rro, ~'b '<:e
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ı-.oıu C..TY'4aif, MaCCbl ııocrıpımın\la!OT'b ıı 
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News that appeared in the issue of 20 March 1918 of the Newspaper 'Kaspi' 
reporting that Armenians savagely treated the defenceless Turkish people in 

Erzurum, Erzincan also in the region of Beyazıt and massacred them. 
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Annex-1.3: 
The first page of a 28 page document canceming the atrocities inflicted 
upon the people in Trabzon and in the region of Van by Armenian bands 

in company with Russians. 
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Annex-14: . ns crue/ly treated . d Russıa . hat Armenıans an 
ment reportıng t le in Trabzon. Arehive docu the peop 
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The first page of a 7 page document canceming the atrocities committed 
by Annenian bands during the capture of Van and Bitlis. 



104 ISMET BINARK 

;,-_....,_, iJ~·::-:.,• •-"'<Wjv_,_,v --<,:_!, ~,.;-'' ! , '--'<11~~· l<'.r,,,__,_ ·-,;~, 
.,.:ıj.--~-' 

"';.,-..:. ;_ . ' . . . . . . . . . ' . 
• • J ' ~""' '·, - --'-"''··!--.,.,. ~ .. ""'..V''!'" ..... ,_,)~ ... , J.-: • .....,. 

~;._Lt 

16
. 't'es and Annex- . . the atrocıı d 

nt cancemıng . ns in Bitlis an e of a 22 page do~::/::ne bands and Russıa The first pap~rpetrated by A~ environs. massacres ı 



ARCHIVE DOCUMENTS ABOUT THE ATROCITIES AND GENOCIDE INFLICTED UPON TURKS BY ARMENIANS 105 

_, 
\. 

.\' 
~\ 

Q 

./ 

-"\ 
\ 

~ 
"' 

•"'-\ 
-\ 1 

' 
\ \ . 

\ 

Annex-17: 

-"' _\ · 

,, 
The document showing the atrocities and massacres inflicted upon people 

by Armenian bands in company with Russians in the neighbourhood of Van. 
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Annex-18: 

ISMET BINARK 

-

The document testifying to the atrocities and genocide perpetrated by 
Armenian bands and Russians at the viiiage of Ashnak, in the district of 

Reshadiye, Van. 
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110 ISMET BINARK 



Shameful Photographs Showing the 
Atrocities and Genocide Inflicted 

Upon Turks By the Armenians 
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A group of Hunchak volunteers who fought against Turks in the ranks of the Russia Anny. 
Borrowed from '1. Dünya Savaşı Sırasında Ennenilerin Türklere Yaptıgı Katliam-fotograflar' (The 

Oenocide Perpetrated Against Turks by Armenians during the first World War). Ankara, 2000. 

A group of the Annenian bands who had been active in the neighbourhood of Ankara and 
Yozgat. 

Borrowed from '1. Dünya Savaşı Sırasında Ermeni/erin Türklere Yaptıgı Katliam-fotograflar' (The 
Oenocide Perpetrated Against Turks by Armenians during the first World War). Ankara, 2000. 



114 ISMET BINARK 

Rifles, pisto/s, machineguns and plenty of ammunition seized from Armenians. 
Borrowed from 'Ermeni Komitelerinin Ama/ ve Harekat-l lhtiJaliyesi: llan·l Meşrutiyetten Evvel ve 

Sonra · (The Aspirations and Revolutionary Movements of the Armenian Committees: Before and 
Arter the Declaration of Constitutional Monarchy]. Istanbul 1916. 
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Bom bs, firearms, too/s usedin the making of bom bs and the /eading members of the Armenian 
Committee at Adapazarı. 

Borrowed from 'Ermeni Ama/ ve Harekat-ı lhtilaliyesi-Tesavir ve Vesaik. The Armenian 
Aspirations and Revolutionary Movements: photographs and documents. Albums No: 1 and 2 '. 
1916. 

The Annenians band members arrested in the district of Çengiller, Bursa, a1ong with the seized 
aıtillery pieces, firearms and unifonns. 

Borrowed from 'Ermeni Ama/ ve Harekat-l lhtilaliyesi-Tesavir ve V esai k. The Annenian Aspirations 
and Revo1utionary Movements: photographs and documents. Albums No: 1 and ı ·. 1916. 



116 ISMET BiNARK 

Arms seized from Armenians in the villages of Bagçecik, Arslanbey and Yuvacık in the province 
of /zmit. 

Borrowed from 't:rmeni Ama/ ve ffarektıt-ılhtilaliyesi-Tesavir ve V esai k. The Armenian Aspirations 
and Revolutionaıy Movements: photographs and documents. Albums No: 1 and 2 '. I 9 I 6. 

Arms seized from Armenian bands in a district of Malatya. 
Borrowed from 'Ermeni Ama/ ve ffarekat-ılhtilaliyesi-Tesavir ve Vesaik. The Armenian Aspirations 

and Revolutionaıy Movements: photographs and documents. Albums No. I and 2 '. I 916. 
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Arms and hand-written notices calling on people to rise up seized from Armenian bands in the 
district of Doltyol. 

Borrowed from "Ermeni Ama/ ve Harekat-ı lhtilaliyesi-Tesavir ve V esai k. The Armenian Aspirations 
and Revolutionaıy Movements: pholographs and documents. Albums No. I and 2". I9I6. 

Arms and ammunition seized from Armenians in the sanjak of Maraş. 
Borrowed from "Ermeni Ama/ ve Harekat-l lhti!aliyesi-Tesavir ve V esai k. The Armenian Aspirations 

and Revolutionaıy Movements: photographs and documents. Albums No. I and 2". I9I6. 



118 ISMET BINARK 

Same anns seized from Annenian bands in Urfa. 
Borrowed from "Enneni Ama/ ve Harekat-llhtilaliyesi-Testıvir ve Vesaik. The Annenian Aspirations 

and Revolutionary Movements: photographs and documents. Albums No. 1 and 2". 1916. 

Same anns gathered from Armenian bands at Haçin (Saimbeyli). 
(Collection of Photographs, First World War, Album No. 4, Photo. No.20, Archives of the 

Department of Military History and Strategical Studies, Turkish General Staff). 
Borrowed from "/. Dünya Savaş1 Slfasmda Ermeni/erin Türklere Yapt1g1 ffatliam-Fotograflar [The 

Oenocide Perpetrated Against Turks by Armenians during the first World War]. Ankara, 2000. 
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Armenians savagely killed same Turks by tying their knees to their necks at Xars. 
(Collection of Photographs, first World War, Album No. 4, Photo. No. 107, Archives of the 

Department of Military History and Strategica/ Studies, Turkish General Staff). 
Borrowed from 'l. Dünya Savaş1 S1rasmda Ermeni/erin Türklere Yapt1g1 Xatliam-fotograflar {The 

Oenocide Perpetrated Against Turks by Armenians during the first World War). Ankara, 2000. 

A defence/ess Turkish peasant whom Armenian brutally killed at SankamlŞ after having gouged 
his eyes. 

Borrowed from "Islam Ahalinin Duçar Olduklan Mezalim ttakkında Vesaike Müstenid Malumat" 
{Documented Information about the Atrocities Endured by Muslim People). 1919. 



120 ISMET BINARK 

A Turk brutally killed by Armenians at Sankamış. 
(Collection of Photographs, First World W ar, Al bum No. 4, Photo. No. I OJ, Archives of the 

Department of Military History and Strategical Studies, Turkish General Staff). 
Borrowed from "1. Dünya Savaşı Sırasında Ermenilerin Türklere Yaptıgı 1\atliam-fotograflar" (The 

Genocide Perpetrated Against Turks by Armenians during the first World W ar). Ankara, 2000. 

An innocent and defenceless Turkish !ad whom Armenians wanted to kill him by lighting a fire 
on his abdomen. 

(Collection of Photographs, first World War, Album No. 4, Photo. No.69, Archives of the 
Department of Military History and Strategical Studies, Turkish General Staff). 

Borrowed from "1. Dünya Savaşı Sırasında Ermenilerin Türklere Yaptıgı 1\atliam-Fotograflar" (The 
Genocide Perpetrated Against Turks by Armenians during the first World War). Ankara, 2000. 
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A group of Turkish women and gir/s whom Armenian bands savagely violated. 
Dedicated to those who ta/k about human rights. 
Borrowed from Ermeni /\omite/erinin Ama/ ve Harekfıt-ı lhtilaliyesi: Ilan-ı Meşrutiyetten Evvel ve 

Sonra" (The Aspirations and Revolutionary Movements of the Armenian Committees: Before and 
After the Declaration of Constitutional Monarchy}. Istanbul, 1916. 

An innocent and defenceless Turkish child whom Armenians savagely kil/ed after having 
gouged his left eye with bayonet. 

Borrowed from "Islam Ahfılinin Dıiçar Oldukları Mezalim Hakkında Vesaike Müstenid Malıimat" 
(Documented Information about the Atrocities Endured by Muslim People). 1919. 



122 ISMET BINARK 

Women and children savagely killed by Annenians at Bayburt. 
Borrowed from '/sl{ım Ahalinin Duçar Olduklan Mezalim Hakkında Vesaike Müstenid Malıimat' 

{Documented Infannation about the Atrocities Endured by Muslim People). 1919. 

Turks brutally killed by Armenians who cut off their noses and !it a fire on their abdomens. 
(Col/ection of Photographs. First World W ar. Al bum No. 4. Photo. No. 118. Archives of the 

Department of Military History and Strategica/ Studies. Turkish General Staff). 
Borrowed from '/. Dünya Savaşı Sırasında Ermeni/erin Türklere Yaptığı Katliam-Fotoğraflar' [The 

Genocide Perpetrated Against Turks by Armenians during the f'irst World War). Ankara. 2000. 
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Our innocent people savagely put to death by Armenian bands who decapitated them and cut 
off their arms. 

(Col/ection of Photographs, first World W ar, Al bum No. 4, Photo. No. 121, Archives of the 
Department of Military ffistory and Strategical Studies, Turkish General Staff). 

Borrowed from '1. Dünya Savaşı Sırasında Ermeni/erin Türklere Yaptıgı Katliam-fotograflar' (The 
Oenocide Perpetrated Against Turks by Armenians during the first World War). Ankara, 2000. 

Defenceless Turkish women and children brutally put to death by Armenian bands. 
(Collection of Photographs, first World W ar, Album No. 4, Photo. No. 1 O 1, Archives of the 

Department of Military ffistory and Strategical Studies, Turkish General Staff). 
Borrowed from '1. Dünya Savaşı Sırasında Ermeni/erin Türklere Yaptıgı f{atfiam-fotograflar' (The 

Oenocide Perpetrated Against Turks by Armenians during the first World War). Ankara. 2000. 



124 ISMET BINARK 

Turkish children strangled by Annenian bands at Erzurum. 
Borrowed from 'islam Ahalinin Duçar Olduklan Mezalim Hakkında Vesaike Müstenid Malümat' 

{Documented Information about the Atrocities Endured by Muslim People}. 1919. 

Women and children put to death by Annenian bands at the viiiage of Subatan, 1\ars. 
(Collection of Photographs, first World War, Album No. 4, Photo. No 125, Archives of the 

Department of Military History and Strategical Studies, Turkish General Staff). 
Borrowed from '1. Dünya Savaş1 S1rasında Ermeni/erin Türklere Yapt1g1 Katliam-fotograflar" {The 

Oenocide Perpetrated Against Turks by Armenians during the first World War}. Ankara, 2000. 



125 

... . 
The mansion at Erzurum which was set on fire a/ong with the innocent and defenceless Turks 

squeezed into it. 
(Collection of Photographs, First World War, Album No. 4, Photo. No. 65, Archives of the 

Department of Military History and Strategical Studies, Turkish General Staff). 
Borrowed from '/. Dünya Savaş1 S1rasmda Ermeni/erin Türklere Yapt1g1 1\atliam-fotograflar' [The 

Genocide Perpetrated Against Turks by Armenians during the first World War). Ankara, 2000. 

Two aged women and an eleven-year old gir/ violated by Armenian band members in a viiiage 
of Erzurum. 

Borrowed from "Ermeni Komitelerinin Ama/ ve HareKtıt-1 lhtilaliyesi; llan-1 Meşrutiyetten Evvel ve 
Sonra ' [The Aspirations and Revolutionary Movements of the Armenian Committees: Before and 
After the Declaration of Constitutional Monarchy). Istanbul, 1916. 



Defenceless Turkish women savagely kmed in the vmage of Subatan on April 25, 1918 by 
Armenian bands that tore their wombs with bayonet and extracted the foetus. 

(Co/lection of Photographs, first World War, Album No. 4, Photo. No./2.3, Archives of the 
Department of Military History and Strategical Studies, Turkish General Staff). 

Borrowed from '/. Dünya Savaşı Sırasında Ermeni/erin mrklere Yaptıgı ffatliam-fotograflar· {The 
Oenocide Perpetrated Against Turks by Armenians during the first World War}. Ankara, 2000. 

Defenceless Turks savagely put to death by Armenian bands at Ilıca. 
Borrowed from 'Islam Ahalinin Düçar Olduktan Mezalim Hakkında Vesaike Müstenid Malümat' 

(Documented Information about the Atrocities Endured by Muslim People). 1919. 
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Turks savagely put to death by Armenians bands who gouged their eyes while Erzincan being 
invaded. 

Borrowed from '/. Dünya Savaşı Sırasında Ermeni/erin Türklere Yaptıgı Katliam-fotograflar" [The 
Oenocide Perpetrated Against Turks by Armenians during the first World W ar}. Ankara, 2000. 



128 ISMET BINARK 

Women and children killed by Armenian bands at Hasankale. 
(Collection of Photographs. first World W ar, Al bum No. 4, Photo. No. 1 16, Archives of the 

Department of Hilitary History and Strategical Studies, Turkish General Staff). 
Borrowed from ·ı. Dünya Savaşı Sırasında Ermeni/erin Türklere Yaptıgı Katliam-Fotograflar· (The 

Genocide Perpetrated Against Turks by Armenians during the First World War). Ankara, 2000. 

Turks savagely kil/ed by Armenian bands who tore apart their various parts with axes and threw 
in to wells on February 1 O, 1918. 

(Collection of Photographs. first World War, Album No. 4, Photo. No.44, Archives of the 
Department of Military History and Strategical Studies. Turkish General Staff). 

Borrowed from '/. Dünya Savaşı Sırasında Ermeni/erin Türklere Yaptıgı Katliam-fotograflar' (The 
Genocide Perpetrated Against Turks by Armenians during the First World War]. Ankara, 2000. 
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Houses set on fire and destroyed and mosques devastated by Armenian bands at E:rzincan. 
(Col/ection of Photographs, first World War, Album No. 4, Photo. No. 48, Archives of the 

Department of f'1ilitary History and Strategical Studies, Turkish General Staff). 
Borrowed from "1. Dünya Savaşı Sırasında E:rmenilerin Türklere Yaptığı Katliam-FotOğraflar· {The 

Genocide Perpetrated Against Turks by Armenians during the First World War). Ankara, 2000. 

54-year old defenceless Mahmut Agha whom Armenian bands killed by throwing in to a well at 
Erzincan. 

Borrowed from "İslam Ahalinin Düçar Olduklan f'1ezalim Hakkında Vesaike Müstenid Malumat" 
{Documented Information about the Atrocities E:ndured by Muslim People}. 1919. 



130 ISMET BINARK 

Defence/ess Turkish women and children put to death on february 16, I .3.34 ( 191 8) in the vii
Iage of Vagavir, Erzincan, by Armenian bands. 

(Collection of Photographs, first World War, Album No. 4, Photo. No . .38, Archives of the 
Department of Hilitary History and Strategica/ Studies, Turkish General Staff). 

Borrowed from '/. Dünya Savaşı Sırasında Ermeni/erin Türklere Yaptıgı 1\atliam-fotograflar· (The 
Genocide Perpetrated Against Turks by Armenians during the first World War). Ankara, 2000. 
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lll •• • 

- -.. 
Orphans in Erzincan whose parents were put to death by Annenian bands. 
Borrowed from 'Islam Ahalinin Duçar Olduklan Mezalim Hakkında Vesaike Müstenid Malumat" 

(Documented Information about the Atrocities Endured by Muslim People). 1919. 

German writer Dr. Weiss, Austrian writer Dr. Stein and Turkish histarian and writerAhmet Refik 
(Altınay). members of the mission of investigation who ascertained the truth that Turks had been 
kil/ed by Armenian bands who had thrown them into wells Ahmet Refik (Aitınay) related after
wards his observations in his two books "Two Committees and Two Massacres ' and 'On the 
Caucasian Roads '. 

Borrowed from "ls/tim Ahalinin Dıiçar Olduklan Mezalim Hakkında Vesaike Müstenid Malıimat' 
(Documenled Information aboullhe Atrocilies Endured by Muslim People). 1919. 



132 ISMET BINARK 

A defenceless Turkish peasant killed by Armenian bands who /it a fire on his face and on his 
abdomen. 

(Collection of Photographs, first World W ar, Al bum No. 4, Photo. No. 119, Archives of the 
Department of Military History and Strategical Studies, Turkish General Stam. 

Borrowed from '1. Dünya Savaşı Sırasında Ermeni/erin Türklere Yaptıgı 1\atliam-fotograflar· (The 
Genocide Perpetrated Against Turks by Armenians during the first World War]. Ankara, 2000. 

Aged and young defence/ess Turkish men put to death by Armenian bands. 
(Col/ection of Photographs, first World War, Album No. 4, Photo. 100, Archives of the 

Department of Military History and Strategical Studies, Turkish General Staf{). 
Borrowed from '1. Dünya Savaş1 Slfasında Ermeni/erin Türklere Yaptıgı 1\atliam-Fotograflar' {The 

Oenocide Perpetrated Against Turks by Armenians during the first World War]. Ankara, 2000. 



A group of innocent women and children from the village of Hızırilyas, district of ŞarK 
Diyarbakır, were killed with daggers and flrearms on July 25, 1915 ata place called Hersindere by 
Armenian bands as they were totally defenceless si nce their husbands, fathers and male relatives 
were away on the battle field. 

Borrowed from "Ermeni Ama! ve Harekfıt-ılhtilaliyesi; Tesavir ve V esai k. The Armenian Aspirations 
and Revolutionaıy f1ovements: photographs and documents. Albums No: 1 and 2 ". 1916. 

The gendarmes and offlcers of the supply canvay commanded by Ham id Efendi who were mas
sacred on June 28, 1 JJ 1 ( 1915) ata p1ace called Şeytankaya in the vicinity of Silvan by Armenian 
bands. 

Borrowed from 'Ermeni Komitelerinin Ama/ ve ttarekat-1 lhtilaliyesi; llan-1 f1eşrutiyetten Evvel ve 
Sonra" {The Aspirations and Revo1utionary Havemen ts of the Armenian Committees: Before and 
After the Declaration of Constitutional f1onarchy). Istanbul, 1916. 



134 ISMET BINARK 

The mass grave discovered in the viiiage of Oba, Iğdır. 
Borrowed from "Iğdır Tarihi Gerçekler ve Ermeniler Uluslararası Sempozyumu" {International 

Symposium he/d at Iğdır on Histarical facts and Armenians}. Ankara, I 997. 

Exeavation work u nder way at the site of a mass grave in the viiiage of Oba, Iğdır. 

Borrowed from 'Iğdır Tarihi Gerçekler ve Ermeniler Uluslararası Sempozyumu' {International 
Symposium he/d at Iğdır on Histarical Facts and Armenians}. Ankara, I 997. 
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Women and children from the viiiage of Oba, standing at the head of the excavated mass grave, 
condemn the Armenian genocide in front of the world public opinion. 

lt is dedicated to those countries that uphold the unfounded Armenian claims. 
Borrowed from "Jgdır Tarihi Gerçekler ve Ermeniler Uluslararası Sempozyumu" (International 

Symposium he/d at Jgdır on Histarical facts and Armenians). Ankara, 1997. 

1brahim Sargın, the stili living eyewitness of the atrocities, informs the Turkish and foreign press 
members of the atrocities and genocide committed by Armenian bands at the site of the exca
vated mass grave in the viiiage of Zeve, Van. 

Borrowed from "Yakın Tarihimizde Van Uluslararası Sempozyumu, 2-5 Nisan 1990" 
(International Symposium on Van in Recent History, 2-5 April 1990). Ankara, 1990. 



136 ISMET BINARK 

Skeleton pieces belonging to Turks unearthed as a result of the exeavation work carried out at 
the site of a mass grave in the viiiage of Zeve, Van. 

Borrowed from "Yakın Tarihimizde Van Uluslararası Sempozyumu, 2-5 Nisan 1990" 
(International Symposium on Van in Recent ffistoıy, 2-5 April 1990]. Ankara, 1990. 
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Skul/s and bones unearthed as a result of the exeavation work earried out at the site of a mass 
grave in the viiiage of Zeve, Van. 

Borrowed from "Yakın Tarihimizde Van Uluslararası Sempozyumu, 2-5 Nisan I990 ' 
(International Symposium on Van in Reeent History, 2-5 April 1990). Ankara, I990. 

Sk ulis, broken and shot with a gun, unearthed as a result of the exeavation work earried out at 
the site of a mass grave in the viiiage of Zeve, Van. 

Borrowed from 'Yakın Tarihimizde Van Uluslararası Sempozyumu, 2-5 Nisan I 990" 
(International Symposium on Van in Reeent History, 2-5 April 1990). Ankara, I 990. 
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Human sk ulis and bones unearthed as a result of the exeavation work carried out at the site of 
a mass grave in the viiiage of Zeve, Van. 

Borrowed from "Yakın Tarihimizde Van Uluslararası Sempozyumu, 2-5 Nisan 1990" 
(International Symposium on Van in Recent History, 2-5 April 1990}. Ankara, 1990. 
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Sk ulis belonging to Turks unearthed as a result of the exeavation work carried out at the site 
of a mass grave situated in the bam of Çavuşoglu in the district of Erciş, Van. 

Borrowed from "Yakm Tarihimizde Van Uluslararası Sempozyumu, 2-5 Nisan 1990" 
(International Symposium on Van in Recent History, 2-5 April 1990}. Ankara, 1990. 
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Sk ulis and bones belonging to Turks unearthed as a result of the exeavation work carried out 
at the site of a mass grave situated in the bam of Çavuşoglu in the district of Erciş, Van. 

lt is dedicated to those who attempt to exploit history by upholding unfounded Armenian 
c/aims. 

Bonowed from 'Yakm Tarihimizde Van Uluslararası Sempozyumu, 2-5 Nisan 1990' 
{International Symposium on Van in Recent History, 2-5 April 1990). Ankara, 1990. 
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KATLiAM 
SEKSiYON U -

The genocide seetion of the Van Museum. 
Skeletons belonging to Turks savagely kil/ed in Van and its environs by Armenian bands and 

other findings. unearthed as a res u lt of exeavation works carried out at the site of mass graves, 
are exhibited in this Section. 

Borrowed from 'Yakin Tarihimizde Van Uluslararası Sempozyumu. 2-5 Nisan 1990" 
(International Symposium on Van in Recent History, 2-5 April 1990]. Ankara, 1990. 

Arm and leg bones belonging to Turks savagely massacred by Armenians, which c/early show 
that they were cut and broken with choppers and axes. 

Borrowed from "Yakin Tarihimizde Van Uluslararası Sempozyumu, 2-5 Nisan 1990" 
(International Symposium on Van in Recent History, 2-5 April 1990]. Ankara, 1990. 
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Skulls and jaw bones belonging to Turks massacred by Armenians, exhibited in the genocide 
seetion of the Van M use um, witnessing that they were broken with blows of riffle butts. 

Borrowed from 'Yakm Tarihimizde Van Uluslararası Sempozyumu, 2-5 Nisan 1990' 
{International Symposium on Van in Recent History, 2-5 April 1990). Ankara, 1990. 

Oenocide exeavation carried out in the viiiage of Tımar, Erzurum (199.3). 
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Oenocide exeavation carried out in the viiiage of Tımar, Erzurum ( 1993). 
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A view from the genocide exeavation carried out in the viiiage of Tımar, Erzurum. 
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Oenocide exeavation carried out in the viiiage of Tımar, Erzurum (I 993). 
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A wallet marked with a ereseent and star belonging to a Turk, found at the genocide exeava
tion earried out in the viiiage of Tımar. 

Paıtially bumt sheets of the books printed in the Ottoman alphabet and of the Qur'an found at 
the genocide exeavation earried out in the viiiage of Tırnar (Burnt by Armenians). 



ARCHIVE DOCUMENTS ABOUT THE ATROCITIES AND GENOCIDE INFLICTED UPON TURKS BY ARMENIANS 14 7 

Human bones unearthed at the genocide exeavation carried out in the viiiage of 
Tımar, Erzurum. 



ffuman bones uneaıthed at the genocide exeavation carried out in the viiiage of Tımar, 
Erzurum, and the villagers performing their Jast duty to our dear maıtyrs. 

lt is dedicated to the States and countries upholding the unfounded Armenian claims in their 
parliaments and before their public opinion. 
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The Martyrs Monument erected in the memory of the martyrs of the viiiage of Zeve, Van, 
savagely massacred by Armenian bands in 1915. 
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İsmet Binark 

Librarian and archivist. He served as the chief specialist in the 
National Library and did pioneering work in the establishment of the 
Prime Ministerial Republican Archives. Then he served as the 
Assistant Director General for State Archives and afterwards as the 
Director General for State Archives. 

While he was the Director GeneraL he speeded up the classifying 
of the documents in the Ottoman Archives and secured the publi
cation of the catalogues of the already classified documents. He 
rendered invaluable services in the institutionalisation of the 
Republican Archives, which would enable the future generations to 
take pride of the republican Turkey. 

Turkish archivists and the cultural life of Turkey have acquired 
numerous originally composed or translated works as well as fac
similes of important works in the field of the modern ways of keep
ing archives, Turkish history of the science of archives and the pub
Iication of the Ottoman archival documents and their serials thanks 
to his efforts. He acted as the project manager for more than one 
hundred works published by the Directorate General for State 
Archives. 

He succeeded in getting back the copies of the Ottoman archival 
documents to our State Archives, once sold in Bulgaria, in the 
I 930's, by weight and published their catalogue. He endeavoured 
enormously for the State archives may acquire the character of an 
institution. He secured prestige to Turkish archivists at home and 
ab road. 

fallawing his suggestion several universities introduced courses 
on how to keep archives in order to train professional archivists in 
Turkey and consequently he Jang Iectured in Hacettepe, Ankara and 
Gazi universities on archives keeping. 

He authored several books and articles on libraries, archives and 
cultural history. He presented papers to national and international 
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conferences. Some of his researches in the form of articles and 
books have already been translated into foreign Ianguages. 

He has been given many prizes by numerous organisations for 
his contributions to the Turkish life of science and culture and for 
services to the Turkish nation. 

The following important works were published by the Directorale 
General for State Archives when it was headed by him: 

- "Osmanlı Belgelerinde Ermeniler, I 9 I 5- I 920" {Armenians in 
Ottoman Documents, 1915 - 1920 ]. Ankara, I 995. 

- "Hüseyin Nazım Paşa: Ermeni Olayları Tarihi" {Hüseyin Nazım 
Paşa: History of Armenian Incidents]. 2 volumes. Ankara, I 994. 

- "Arşiv Belgelerine Göre Kafkaslar'da ve Anadolu'da Ermeni 
Mezalimi" fArmenian Violence and /'1assacre in the Caucasus and 
Anatolia based on Archives, 1906 - 1919). 2 volumes, Ankara, 
1994, 1995. 

He acted as project manager for the publication of the said 
works. In the light of these works, successively published in a 
series, it has been undeniably demonstrated beyond doubt that the 
Turks had not subjected the Armenians to genocide and that quite 
on the contrary the Armenians committed atrocities and genodde 
and massacred innocent and defenceless Turks . 

Some of the published works of the author: 

-"Türk Sefer ve Zaferleri Bibliyografyası (lzahlı)" {A Bibliography of 
Turkish Expeditions and Victories" (With explanations)). Ankara, 
ı 969, 234 pages. 

'A publication of the Assodation for Helping the National Library" 

-"Yunus Emre Hakkında Bir Bibliyografya Denemesi" {An Essay of 
Bibliography on Yunus Emre). Ankara, I 970, IX+ 48 pages. 

'A publication of the Assodation for Helping the National Library" 

- "Dogumunun 95. Yıldönümü Münasebetiyle Ziya Gökalp 
Bibliyografyası, (Kitap-Makale)" {A Bibliography of Ziya Oökalp, on 
the occasion of the 95th anniversary of his birth (Book, Article)). 
Ankara, I 97 I, XXVlll + 200 pages. 

"A publication by the Institute for Researches on Turkish Culture" 
(in collaboration) 
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- "Selçuklu Tarihi, Alparslan ve Malazgirt Bibliyografyası" 

(A EJibliography of the Selçuk History, Alparslan and Malazgirt}. 
Ankara, ı97ı, XIX+ ı78 pages. 

"Publication No. I of the National Library, Ministry of Culture" (in 
collaboration) 

- "Türk Atasözleri" (Turkish Proverbs}. 2 volumes, IstanbuL ı97 ı. 

Published among "One Thousand Basic Works" (in collaboration) 

- "Farabi EJibliyografyası, Kitap-Makale." (Dogumunun ll 00 üncü 
Yıldönümü Münasebetiyle) (A Bibliography on Farabi} (EJook, 
Article)(On the occasion of the 1 1 OOth anniversary of his birth). 
Ankara, ı973,XIX+ ıı5pages. 

Published among the "Publications of the 50th Anniversary of the 
Republic by the Undersecretariat for Culture, Prime Ministry" (in col
laboration) 

- "Mevlana Bibliyografyası" {A Bibliography on Mevlana). 2 vol
umes, Ankara, ı97 3 - ı97 4, XIX + ı ı5 page s; XXII + 280 pages. 

Published among the "Cultural Publications of the Türkiye Iş 

Bankası" (in collaboration) 

- "Eski Kitapçılık Sanatlarımız" (Our Old EJook Crafts}. Ankara, 
ı975, XIV + ı62 pages. 

Published among the Publications by the Assodation of Kazan 
Turks for Culture and Mutual Help" 

- "Fevziye Abdullah Tansel Bibliyografyası" (A EJibliography on 
Fevziye Abdullah Tansel}. Ankara, 1975, X + 32 pages. (in collabo
ration) 

- "Erzurum/u lbrahim Hakkı Bibliyografyası" (A Bibliography on 
Erzurum/u lbrahim Hakkı}. Ankara, 1977, 48 pages. 

Published among the "Publications of the Ministry of Culture" 

- "Istanbul, Fatih, Fetih Devri Hakkında Yazılmış Kitaplar 
EJibliyografyası" (A Bibliography of Istanbul, the Conqueror, 
Conquest and the Period of the Conqueror}. IstanbuL ı 977, XIII + 
ı ı 9 pages. 

Published by the "Istanbul Assodation of the Conquest" (in col
Jaboration) 
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- 'Arşiv ve Arşivci/ik Bibliyografyası (Türkçe ve Yabancı Dillerde 
Yayınlanmış Kaynaklar)' (A Bibliography on Archives (Sources pub
Iished in Turkish and Foreign Languages)} ı 926 - ı 976. Ankara, 
ı 979, LXXIX + 285 pages. 

Published by the 'Department of Republican Archives' 

- "Arşiv ve Arşivcilik Bilgileri" {Information on Archives and 
Keeping of Documents}. Ankara, ı 980, XXIV+ 245 pages. 

Published by the "Department of Republican Archives" 

- 'World Bibliography of Translations of the Meanings of the Holy 
Qur'an·. Part I, Exclusively Printed Translations. Istanbul, ı 984, LV 
+ 764 pages. 

Published by the 'Organisation of the Islamic Conference' (in col
laboration) 

- 'Ottoman Archives - Başbakanlık Arşivi ' . Am man, ı 986, 52 ı 
page s. 

Published by the "Research Center for Islamic History, Art and 
Culture' (in collaboration) 

- "World Bibliography of Translations of the Meanings of the Holy 
Qur'an" Printed Translations 1515 - 1980. Istanbul, ı 986, XCIX + 
880 + .34 pages. 

Published by the "Research Center for Islamic History, Art and 
Culture' (in collaboration) 

- "A Short History of the Turkish Archives, its value and impor
tance, Work done to improve Archival Services". Ankara, ı 99 ı, ı 7 
page s. 

Published by the "Department of Republican Archives, 
Directorate General of State Archives, Prime Ministry" 

- "A Short History of the Turkish Archives and the Activities of the 
General Directorate of the State Archives'. Ankara, ı994, ı.3.3 

page s. 

Published by the "Department of Republican Archives, 
Directorate General of State Archives, Prime Ministry" 

'lmportance of the Prime Ministry Ottoman Archives for Histarical 
Sources of the Balkan Countries'. Ankara, ı 996, 22 pages. 
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Published by the "Directorate General of State Archives' 

- "Asılsız Ermeni Iddialarına Cevap" {In Response to Unfounded 
Armenian Claims). Ankara, I 998, XV +55 pages. 

Published by the "Turkish Home" 

- 'Türk-Yunan Münasebetlerinin Dünü ve Bugünü" {Past and 
Present of the Turco-Oreek Relations). Ankara, I 998, XVIII + 7 3 
pages. 

Published by the "Turkish Home" 

- "Samiha Ayverdi Bibliyografyası" {A Bibliography on Samiha 
Ayverdi). IstanbuL ı 999, XLVIII + 528 pages. 

Editions "Kubbealtı" 

- "Ekrem Hakkı Ayverdi Bibliyografyası" {A Bibliography on Ekrem 
Hakkı Ayverdi). Istanbul, ı 999, XLVI + ll + 7 ı 3 pages. 

Editions "Kubbealtı" 

- "Asılsız Ermeni Iddiaları ve Ermenilerin Türklere Yaptıkları 

Mezalim" {Unfounded Armenian Claims and the Atrocities lnflicted 
upon the Turks by the Armenians). 1 st printing, Ankara, 200 ı 
(February), XX + 228 pages, photographs. 

Published by the "Ankara Chamber of Commerce" 

- " Asılsız Ermeni Iddiaları ve Ermenilerin Türklere Yaptıkları 

Mezalim' (Unfounded Armenian Claims and the Atrocities lnflicted 
upon the Turks by the Armenians). 2"d printing, Ankara, 200 ı 
(April), XX + 328 pages, photographs. 

Published by the "Ankara Chamber of Commerce" 

The Turkish-Armenian relations from past to present have been 
wholly evaluated in this work in an histerical perspective. The atroc
ities and genocide committed against the Turks by the treacherous 
Armenian revolutionary organisations who rose up against the 
Ottoman State as well as by the Armenian volunteers who took their 
places in the ranks of the Russian Army have been dealt with. 
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The imaginary and ungrounded genocide claims of the Armenians, 
the Armenian terrorist acts of our days and developments thereof 
have been weighed in the light of the archival documents and 
authentic photographs. The ungrounded Armenian claims have 
been refuted before history, which refuses all sorts of Iies, and fab
rications and it has been clearly demonstrated that history has been 
actually exploited for political purposes. 

- 'Ermeni/erin Türklere Yaptıklan Mezalim ve Soykınmın Arşiv 
Belgeleri ' fArehive Documents About the Atrocities and Genocide 
lnflicted Upon Turks by Armenians]. Published by the Grand 
National Assembly of Turkey. Ankara, 2001, XVJ1+261 pages, pho
tographs. 

Published by the "Board of Culture, Arts and Publications, Grand 
National Assembly of Turkey - Publication No: 92" 




