


tarianization and at the same time helps the 
monopolies to become stronger. Moreover our 
country, its economy being dependent on the 
imperialist system, fells the aggravating 
crises of this system all the more profoundly 
and the dependent capitalist economy is receiv­
ing heavy wounds. 

Capitalism, while causing the social value 
created to grow by increasing the productivity 
of labour, brings with it the inequality of the use 
of this social value. While the exploiters who 
consist of a handful of monopolists and their 
reactionary allies seize, as a result of capitalist 
relations of production, a large section of the 
social wealth, the labourers who create all 
values are obliged to live under the minimum 
conditions of subsistence. 

This situation, while causing the relative 
and sometimes absolute impoverishment of the 
working class, increases to an extreme level 
the impoverishment of an important section of 
the peasants, of the small employees, craftsmen, 
tradesmen and other strata of the people. All 
these social sections feel in their hearts all the 
rottenness of the system, the dependency 
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PREAMBLE 

Ours is the era of transition from decaying 
capitalism to socialism. Socialism, which gave 
its first lasting fruit with the October revolution, 
is today, as a world system, a vigorously deve­
loping reality on one third of the earth. With 
regard to the countries outside the socialist 
system, it is the only road to emancipation for 
which hundreds of millions of people are 
struggling. Socialism, opposing imperialist 
capitalism which is receding each day, is the 
main orjentator of the development of humanity 
towards the future. 

Today all over the world, the common 
enemy of the broad labouring masses and 
peoples is imperialism. This fact causes the 
widespread struggle against imperialism all over 
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the world to possess a totality of many aspects. 
The total defeat and abolition of imperialism pre­
supposes the fortification of the internal soli­
darity and unity of the world revolutionary pro­
cess which consists of, firstly the world so­
cialist system together with the international 
working class movement and national liberation 
movements. The final emancipation of the peo­
ples of each country is possible by lasting 
adherence to the requirements of the struggle 
against imperialism. In our day, without inter­
national solidarity the people of no country can 
bring their struggle against imperialism to a fi­
nal victory. The struggle of the people of Turkey, 
under the exploitation and oppression of im­
perialism, is an inseparable part of the anti -
imperialist struggle in the whole world. The 
vanguard of this struggle is our working class. 
The working class, whose task is to accomplish 
the final emancipation of our people, is the only 
determined force in the struggle against im­
perialism. The working class is at the same time 
the principal guarantee of international solida­
rity. Beause the enemy of the working classes of 
all countries struggling against capital that has 
long since surpassed national boundaries is 
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single: imperialism, the final aim of the working 
class of all countries is single: a world society 
without exploitation. This concrete situation 
requires lasting adherence to proletarian inter­
nationalism, the highest form of the principle of 
working class unity. Internationalism at the same 
time makes it necessary to defend to the end the 
right of nations and peoples to determine, un­
conditionally, their own future. In this way the 
much more effective and comprehensive imple­
mentation of internationalism is realised through 
the principle of the brotherhood of peoples. 

On the other hand to defend, to maintain, 
to strengthen the world peace and to serve 
peace is one of the most important internatio­
nalist duties of the working class. 

In Turkey, which is a backward country de­
pendent on the world imperialist capitalist sys­
tem, the predominant mode of production is ca­
pitalism. Capitalism, the growth of which in Tur­
key goes back a hundred years and which during 
this process did not undergo a period of free 
competition worthy of mention, reached its main 
development after the War of Independence. 
Because this principal development of capitalism 
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took place wholly in the imperialist stage of 
world capitalism, and because the developing 
local bourgeoisie gradually entered into comple­
te collaboration with imperialism, capitalism in 
Turkey has been DEPENDENT ON IMPERIA­
LISM. During this stage the monopolistic 
nature of international finance-capital, of which 
the native bourgeoisie was a partner, was ref­
lected in the country's capitalism. Thus, with 
the additional effect of social conditions left 
over from pre-capitalism in Turkey, Turkish 
capitalism has gained a MONOPOLISTIC cha­
racter. As a result the economy of Turkey has 
become the monopoly of a handful of money­
bags. 

The development of capitalism, i.e. commo­
dity production for the market and, in accordan­
ce with this, the development of exchange has in 
our country, as all over the world, expropriated 
an important part of the broad labouring masses 
in the cities and villages by wresting them from 
the means of production they own, transforming 
them into wage slaves who have nothing to sell 
but their labour power. In this way, in opposition 
to the small number of capitalists and big pro-
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perty owners who have the monopoly of an 
important part of the means of production and 
distribution in their hands, stand the workers 
and other exploited labourers who create the 
revenue of this minority with their labour, 

The condition of the working class, increas­
ing in numbers each day with the addition of 
small producers who by being deprived of their 
means of production are becoming proletarians, 
is deteriorating continuously. Even though the 
level of employment increases as a result of 
more widespread capitalization, the increasing 
use of more advanced techniques relatively 
lowers the demand for workers. The army of 
unemployed is growing each day. This situation, 
which is an unavoidable result of capitalist pro­
duction, increases the dependency of labour on 
capital and thus its helplessness in the face of 
exploitation. 

On the other hand the anarchical structure 
of capitalist economy opens the way to econo­
mic crises. This situation which is a result of the 
prevailing capitalist relations of production, 
while hindering the development of the forces 
of production accelerates the process of prole-
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brought on by impoverishment, the concentra­
tion of exploitation, the bitterness and anger 
brought by oppression and insecurity. 

The daily growth and deepening of these 
contradictions in society, render the class 
groupings more pronounced and create more 
favourable conditions for unifying the struggle 
for freedom of the exploited and oppressed sec­
tions of the society. 

On the other hand the fundamental contra­
diction of capitalist society, the contradiction 
between the social character of capitalist pro­
duction and the private ownership of the means 
of production and circulation, is deepening every 
day and the rising level of socialisation is forc­
ing the shell of private property. In this situation 
this contradiction, which is the source of the 
contradictions of bourgeois society cited above, 
must be resolved with the coming of the working 
class to power. Only in this way will the obstruc­
tions barring the development of the productive 
forces be raised; only in this way will the utmost 
thriving development of the productive forces be 
secured through a planned socialist production, 
instead of capitalist production which creates 

9 



anarchy and periodic crises in the economy; only 
in this way will the broad masses harmed by 
the prevailing system be freed by putting an 
end to the exploitation of the big majority by a 
small minority; only in this way, while prosperity 
is spread to all sections of society, will the 
sources of social wealth be prevented from 
being at the same time the sources of exploita­
tion, oppression and poverty. 

The working class is obliged to lead the 
revolutionary process and carry it on till the 
end, because it is deprived of the private owner­
ship of the means of production. On the other 
hand, the other sections of society which suffer 
and are harmed by the prevailing order because 
of their objective place in the process of pro­
duction, remain in the field of private property 
and cannot play the leading role in changing the 
prevailing relations of production with socia­
list relations of ownership. For this reason our 
working class must organize itself independently 
of all other classes and strata of the society, 
their outlook and their ideologies, and must 
independently determine its policy in the direc­
tion of its final aim. 

10 



Together with this the political movement 
of the working class shows all other exploited 
and oppressed sections of the society the ho­
pelessness of their situation in the prevailing 
system and that their emancipation will only be 
possible when the working class comes to 
power. It tries to convince them of the rightful 
and scientific character of its struggle that 
functions like an infallible law of nature and 
tries to make them participate in the same 
struggle. 

In our country, in order to be able to direct 
its economic struggle against exploitation, as 
well as to achieve success in its struggle against 
imperialism and its native partners for indepen­
dence, democracy and socialism, our working 
class must conduct an organised political 
struggle. Only in this way can it struggle for 
power, come to power, and defend through the 
implemention of a series of radical measures the 
people's interests by preventing anti - popular 
plots and sabotages directed against the future 
of the masses and its own future. Only in this 
way will it be possible to reorganize the society 
in line with its final aim that will ensure the 
liberation of the entire people. 
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Thus the task of the Socialist Workers' 
Party of Turkey is to direct the working class 
of Turkey towards its scientifically imperative 
objective, i.e. winning of power, to organize it 
in this struggle and provide it with conscious­
ness, unity and the will to struggle. 

The monopolistic nature of the development 
of the capitalism in Turkey did not permit the 
spreading and firm implantation of a bourgeois 
democracy. The racism and chauvinism of the 
bourgeoisie has fed and strengthened the dic­
tatorship of the bourgeoisie. When the arbitrary 
actions and methods of oppression left over 
from pre-capitalism are added to these, it beco­
mes considerably more difficult to enlarge the 
boundaries of the restricted bourgeois demo­
cracy. In these conditions, which pave the way 
for fascist movements to continue their existen­
ce, the monopoly bourgeoisie does not hesitate 
to bring in fascist administrations when pressed 
or when conditions are suitable. All these cir­
cumstances show how vital is the struggle for 
DEMOCRACY. 

In our country the anti-popular ruling powers 
are in collaboration with imperialism. Their in-
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terests are so intertwined with the interests of 
imperialism that it is scientifically impossible 
for them to take a stand independent from im­
perialism. Imperialism and its native partners 
who are collaborating in exploiting our people, 
are also collaborating in keeping our people 
under oppression in order to maintain their 
common interests. Therefore our people's 
struggle against imperialism for independence 
must in practice oppose the local partners of 
imperialism and also the governments that 
secure the continuation of the exploitation and 
oppression by these two. In this case the strug­
gle for independence forms a whole with the 
struggle for democracy. 

Thus, in this situation the immediate aim 
of our working class is to realise independence 
and democracy by putting an end to the rule 
of the monopoly bourgeoisie dependent on im­
perialism and its allies. This aim makes 
the people's democratic power under the 
organized leadership of the worffing class both 
possible and necessary. The struggle for the 
establishment of the people's democratic power 
necessitates the unity of all sections of society 
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who are for independence, democracy and 
freedom. This necessity becomes in its concrete 
form the PEOPLE'S FRONT. The base of the 
People's Front is the alliance of the workers and 
the peasantry. 

In our country the level of development of 
the productive forces brings the people's de­
mocratic power, in its strivings for independen­
ce and democracy, face to face with socialist 
demands also.This situation, caused by the exis­
tence of the working class as an independent 
and guiding class in our society, makes it both 
possible and necessary that radical transforma­
tions in the direction of socialism be realised 
immediately by the people's democratic power. 
Therefore in Turkey the struggle for INDEPEN­
DENCE and DEMOCRACY is a part of, and is 
completed by, the struggle for SOCIALISM. 

On the path to the people's democratic 
power, the Socialist Workers' Party of Turkey 
supports all anti - imperialist and anti - fascist 
actions directed against imperialism and reac­
tionary governments in the struggle our people 
are waging for independence and democracy 
and tries to bring these actions into the Party's 
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orbit in line with the final interests of the work­
ing class. 

But it also completely rejects all reformist 
views that consolidate and propogate with finer 
methods the rule of monopoly capital and anti­
democratic oppression. It struggles resolutely 
against all types of deviation that harm the 
working class by turning it from its path and 
tailing it behind the bourgeois interests, as 
well as Trotskyism, left adventurism and 
anarchism that are all alien to the working class. 
It also mercilessly fights against Maoism, which 
emerged as a deviation and has today taken a 
stand against the science of the working class 
and is an enemy of the working class. 
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