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FaREWORD 

F 
rom the days of the Byzantine empcrors to the Otto­

man sultans, the therm.al springs of Yalova have att­

racted not only the sick in search of cures, but those 

wanting a change of scene in the lovely green surroundings 

of the town. After the cstablishnıcnt of the Turkish Rebuplic, 

Atatürk had a country house or köşk built here in 1929. 

Today the Yalova Atatürk Köşk is a museum open to the 

public under the administration of the TCNA Department of 

National Palaces. The two order buildings in the grounds, 

the General Secretariat Building and the Yaverlik Köşk house 

offices and public amenities for visitors to the museum. The 

architecture of Atatürk Köşk reflects the Art Deco style of the 

period, and the house is furnished with 19 th century antiqu­

es from Daimabahçe Palace. 

The earliest settlement in Yalova on the southern shore of 

the Marmara Sea dates from antiquity, and grew into a smail 

town noted for its thermal springs. Extensive research is ne­

cessary to bring to light further detail about the long history 

of Yalova. This publication summarises what is known about 

the spa, as well as giving an account of the architecture of the 

köşk. No doubt much more remains to be discovered, and 

this smail book will provide a starting point for further rese­

arch in to a beau tiful and fascinating area wich attracts as 

many visitors today as it has done over the past two millenia. 

TÜRKANtNCE 

Director of the TBMM National Palaces Administration 
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History of Yalova 

Y <1lova is in Lhe.,ırL'<l kno\vn in <1ncient times 
<1" Bvthını(l, on the '>OtılhL'<l<,l coasl of the 
Marm<1r<1 Se,ı, norlh of the S(lm;ınlı 

mountains 1
. The e<Hiiest inh<~bil<~rıls of the region 

Me Lhought to be the l !ittill''> "nd ,ı Lribe of rel;ıled 

ethnic origin 2 

According Lo e<~rly sources Lhere \v,ıc, ;ı ..,m,ıll vil­

l<ıge known <IS Drep<~ne, Drap;ına, Drep"non or 

Drep,ıınım here. Con'>l<ınline the Cre;ıl ren,ımed 

the sl'lllcnwnl 1 lek-
nopolic,, Lo immor­

L,ıli'>e the name of 
his molher l !clen;ı 1 . 

C. Texier noled the 
following ;ıboul Y(l­

lm·;ı: "In !Ize din·c-

1 1on of !::Juk and to 

tflt' IUt':ı/ IS ll /own 

1111///Cd Yalovac.;. 

Yalm•llc.; zun:-. follnılcd 

011 tlu· ~ilc of Drcpa-
1111111, lll/d /rı/cr took 
/Ize nrnnc I ll'lcnopo­

lis. Tlzc !ıtıtlzs of 
J>rincc.~~ 1 lt'icna an· 

:ıllfifJO~ı·d to lzm•c 
/ıcn1 liı·re. D11ring 

tlzı· du·rry sı•a:-.on 1/zı· 

Jlt'Ofılc oj l slanlı lll 

camı• lo lllı'sı• lıat/1.~ 

r111d stayı·d for 15 
day.~. lkeord ing lo 

flrocı>fll/1:-., tlu·rc zurıs 

11 lzo,,ıftllf 1111ıl tıa/acı· 

lit'rt', /Jillfl /111 1 lclcno 

and CoJhlanl ine ll lı' 
Crm/." 1 

Ya lov,ı bL·c,ımL' ,ı 

celcbr<~led sp<1, with mincr<1l b,ıths ,ınd related 

buildings, during the reign of Consl<1ntine the 

Creat. The hospital, church and baths of Jlelenopo­
lis underwent e>..tensive renovation during the 
reign of justini<1n;. 

In his Tr<1vels, the 17th century vvrill'r Evliva 
Çelebi gives the following <1ccouııt- of Yalova: "7:/iı· 
zmlls and cİilf wcrc biiİli lı!f 1/zc B!f::rmlines. Sincc Kara . . . 
Yah•a(Lı.~lll conq11erı·d 1/zc lı><~'ll 011 1/zc ordas of Os//lan 
Grı:i (1/zc firsl Ollo///a/1 SI/Ilan, wlzo m/cd 1299-1324) 
tlzcy crıllllii:-. plan· Ka m Yalı•a. Tlic inluı/ıitanh rcsi:ıtcd, 

and the u•all:ı Wt'l'ı' minı·d a~ ıl resu/1. Dunng the reign 



1() 

ıl/) ildmul Btıyı·:id (01/ıl!lltın ~11fltıll, ruled 7389-1402) 
illı' /ıli('// kımnc JJtlrl of tl1ı' ~11/l-prtlz•incc of Bur~a. Tlıc 
ıfi-.,f nd 1> ltıxı·d al 15() a~ı;a. A iaui~~tıry COJ/111/tllldı·r 
1111ıl Jlo/icı· :oupcrinlı'lldcnl arı' po:olcd lıcrı·. Tlu·rc are 
;'()() lıolht':-> in Ille lıızi'n, and :oczıe11 nıosqı1ı'S. ll !ztıs one 
/lli/1/ic /Jtıllı, 1/ırı'ı' !ıtıns, tınd forly lo Jijly ~hoJIS. Sitıuı/­
ı·t! 011 tl u· :omslıorı·, 1 Ize r1ir i::. cxl rcnıc!y drım11, /u il !lı c 
lııil'll i:o well nırı·ıl for. All bnds of fmit are grmun. 
flt'rt' U'ı' /ıoarded uırrir1xı·s and tmvcllt•d sou/lm>ords for 
fi<'t' lıour.,, Illilif wc rı·adıcd !Ize /zıı/ springs of 
Cıluınıııiuıa. Tlıc Cilııuıulinıa Mineral Sprirıxs: Tlıc 

rııtid !lthSı'.., 1/zrııu;,:lz tlzıt"~ fıırı':->1 rınd llt'Z'ı'r :occs tlıe Sl/11. 

Al ı'c'ı'ry l11n1 are iı11ts for lrm.:cllers lo perforlll tlıcir 

prtlya ..... Tl1ı':->ı' are the nıinı·ral /Jtıi!ıs til Dil lskclı·si, 

zı•l1id1 litli'ı' alrı'tıdy hı'ı'll dı·:ocri/ıcd. They zucrc /ıuilt dur-



ing tlıe time of Madyano,Çflu Ynnko. 
"The reason for building tlıe hat/ıs was that Ymıko 's 

daughter Helena wns suffcring froll/ scnhics. Tlıe lllİS­

erab/e gir/ was transforll/cd info n discnscd wretclı, 

leprous and cankcrcd. No plıysician could find a cım·, 
and finally they brouglıt lıcr frolll lstnnln<l to tlıcsc 

mountains for a change of air. Wlıilc wandering 
araund here one day, slıc cmnc upon tlıis mineral wo­
ter and drank of it. In a fcw days the sorcs hcgan to 
darken and heal. The gir/ rcalised tlıal tlıc water lıad 
curative propcrlics. hı forty dnys lıcr /ıody H'OS /ike o 
white pearl. When tlıc scrııants seni /ıy lıer jiıtlıcr Yan­
ko saw her, thty /ıorc tlıc good ncws to Yonko. He, foo, 
came lo this place of hcaling to see lıis dnuglıtcr. Wlıcn 
he saw her he gave tlıanks to Cod and lıad six do11ıcs 
erected over this lıot spring, and 1111ıny ollıcr clınritalılc 
buildings constmcted. Two of tlıcse do11ıes can stil/lıc 
seen. In oneisa ph·asant, large pool. Tlıc wotcr is VCI~f 
hat, and needs to be mixcd witlı co/d zmlcr. Evcry year 
people resort to lhesc 11IOuntains in tlıc clıerry senson 
for the sake of tlıese springs. nh 

As we see from these accounts, Yalova h<1s bcen 

a spa without interruption since l<1te Rom<1n 
times. Both C. Texier and Evliy<ı Çelebi <ıgree th<ıt 
people frequented the miner<ıl b<1ths during the 
cherry season, which in this cırea is June to ecırly 
August. 

Although Yalova w<ıs known <ıs KM<ı Y<ılva dur­
ing the early Ottoman period 7

, in 18th century of­
ficial documents, the area was referred to as 

Yalakabad, and was apparently part of the prov­

ince of lzırıit. There are several comm<ınds ad­

dressed to the kadi of Yalakabfıd, the n<ınıe some­

tinıes being written as Yalakabfıd, Yalak, or even 

on one occasion as Yalive. From these we le<ırn 
that the town is att<ıched to the governorship of 

Kocaeli8
. 
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Atatürk Köşk in Yalova 

D 
e...,pill' r,ıpıd l'Cononıic ;ınd ..... oci,ıl ch;ınfes 
during the i,ı...,t pemKi of the Ottonı,ın I nı 
pire, Y;ılov,ı ,ınd ıh L'nviron..., contılll_ıed lo 

be a popul,ır ...,p,ı ,ınd sunınıer re~orl. Sultan 
Abdulııwcid ...,enl his nıotlwr ık/lııı,ıknı V,ılıde 

Sult,ın to t,ıke the ...,prings al Yalov,ı on tlw <ıd vicc 

of court physicitın ML·llıngL'll, ,ınd h;ıd a hou...,e built 
L'"lwci,ıll) fur llL'r to ...,t,ıy in. Known ,ıs V;ılıde Koşk, 

this huu"L' i.., ıw ılıııgL'r l''\t,ınl 

Durıng tlw rL·ign ol 

;\bd i ı 1 h,ınıid ı ı tlw 

lllllll'r,ıl b,ıth..., \\.'l'fl' 

n·p.ı i red ,ı nd llL' W 

buildiııgs nııı...,tnıcl 

ed ı )lllll lllL'll (<.., d,l tL•d 
All !\lll(,\!) I~LJ\) 

cuncl'rnıng llıL•...,e re 

p.ı i rs ,ırL' ı n lu 1 d L'r'> 
nuııılwr 2 ı 7 ,ı nd 22\ 
ın tlıL' '\..,ıtioıı,ıl 1\ıl­

,ıcL's 1\ fliı 1 \'L'. 

·ııw f,ıct th,ıt ;\t,ı ­

turk ofll'n \'isited \',ı 

ıtl\',1 ,ıııd b.ıtıwd ın 

t ı w nı i I ll' r .ı ı sp ri n gs 

g,ı \'L' ;ı 1 rL·...,h boo...,t lo 

tıw town·..., popubri­

tv ;ıfll'r the L'...,t,ıblislı 

nıeııt of the Turkbh 

Republic. 

Construction and 
Design of the 
Köşk 

i\t,ıturk h;ıd the 

hmı...,e built in Y;ııova 

ın J92LJ, and tı ...,ecoııd 

built the ...,anıe YL'<H 
,ıl Yaıov ,ı Na t ion,ıl 

Farın. 1 Iowever, when this SL'Cond house w;ıs conı­

pleled, Atatürk decided that he d id not !ike the ..,ı tl', 

zıııd had it nıoved lo ils pre...,eııt position. This is 

why the house is stili known loc,ılly as lill' "\Valk 
ing Köşk'"~. 

The slone building ha.., a rectaııgul,ır pbıı, adju...,l 

ed lo the inclined site. There is a basenıeııt where 

the ground falls away on the incliııc, l\vo main slo 

rcys and tın attic floor. The corıwr lo the right of the 

entrance has been cul off di<ıgon;ılly and this sof­

tencd corner fornıs one sidl' of thL' Sl<ıirwcll. Tlw 
pair of narrow rect,ıngul,ır windll\\'..., ri...,ıııg up lwo 

t\l.ıturk 1\o;k 



The eniran ce façade of the knşk, wıth ı ts 
distinctive Art Veco style. 
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floors in this wzıll cıre zı reflcction of the Art Deco 
style fzıshionablc in lstzınbul zırchitecture of this pe­
riod. 

The kitchens of the house zıre situzıtcd in the bzısc­
ment, and hzıve access into the main living areas to 
f;ıcilitate service. The windows of the bzısement ;ıre 

in the faç;ıde opposile the ın;ıin cnlr<mce. 

A flight of six sleps lezıds up to the cntrance. 

From the Jntechzımber off the enlrJnce hJII two 

doors leJd into the mJin room where J\t;ıtürk used 
to hold dinner receptions. Anotlwr door in the re­

cep tion room leJds onto the terrzıce, which wcıs 

u sed for e;ıting lunch in fine wezıther. A small 

s tud y hzıs zıccess to both the terrace and the recep-



Lion room. 
ext to the office Llwre io.., <1lso ,ı S L'n · ,ınt ' s bL'd ­

rooın, beside \·vhich i.., ,ı 1<1\',ılur) · ,md sm,ıll ll'rr,ıCL' , 

<1ll opening off ,ı corridor . Tlw st.ıirc;ıo..,L' io.., o..,itıı,ıtcd 

al the di<1gon<1lly cul corlll'r ol Llw buildin g, ,ı nd h,ıs 
bccn designeel <1lınosl ,ıo.., ,ın indq1L'tıdenl lO\\'L'r. Tlll' 
opcns onto is <111 oct,ıgon,ıl h,ıll\\',ıy , \\ · lıiclı is liıı).._cd 

lo the scrv<ınls ' cnrridor by ,ı sL'Cond corrid o r, off 
which lc<1d cı bedroom ,md ,ı silting ruum . This suill' 
wcıs uscd by AL;ıltirk ' s sisll'r ;\.1;ı).._buk 1 l,ınım . 

Like the ground slorcy, the ııppc r s ll\rL' \' cuno..,ish 
of rooms surrounding ;ı CL' tılr,ıl roo m . TuLtıv this 
cenlr;ıl room is furnio..,lwd \\'ith ,ı l,lLL]lll'rL' d o..,uilc of 
mmch,ıirs . The door O\'L'r th e l'tılr,ırK L' lı ,ıll /e,ı do.., 

T/ı,· ıı rıl<'< iı.ım l•c r ı>fl t iıc iı ıı/1 of t iı c ~o~ ~ . 
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unlo llw lıkd b.ıluınv whl're bre,ık.fa'>l ll'>L'd lo be 

'>l'n·vd 1\ L'--,h,ıpl'd corridor L'ncirclcs the cenlr,ıl 

nıum. lu tlw righl of llw b.ıknny is ,ı b,ıthroom, 

wilh ,m inkrconnecling d oor Lo the bL•droom of /\fet 

ln.ın, ,\l,ılıırk'-. ,ıdupll'd d,ıughll'r. This lwdroom al­

-.,p Ppvn-. Pnln bol h Lhl' curridor ,ı nd Llw b,ılcony. 

·ııw nv'l Lwo inlnconıwcling rooms \VL're prob­

,ıbly u-.L•d by 1\l,ılurk, -.incl' llw SL'Cund openc, onlo 

his -.tudv, \\·hich inll'ruınıwch with his bedroom. 

Bıılh tlw -.tudy .ınd bl'droom h,l\'l' dour'> onlo an L­

-.h.ıpL·d b.ıkony. ·ı hl' ,ıdınining b,ılhroom stili h,ıc, 

llw ıırıgiıı.ıl filliııg-.. 

1 u tllL• righl uf llw LL'nlr,ıl room i-. lhL' ;ıccommo­

d.ılıoıı lur guL·-.h ·ı lw lir-.l nıom nexl lo tlw b<ılh­

nıum ı-. ,ı gtıL'"l bl'droom. ·ı hi-. room ,ınd 1\t;ılürk'-, 

b,ıtlınHım opl'ıı uıılo ,ı fl'CL" .. sl'd b,ıkoııv. Of the lvvo 

nıum-. llL''-l lo L'<lllı ollıl'r ;ıloııg the corridor, tlı;ıl on 

llw IL·Il w,ı-, u-.ed bv ,\t,ılurk'-, <ıdnpted d,nıghter, 

'-;,ılııh.ı Cukçvıı, ,ıııd lh,ıl on llw righl lwlongL·d lo 

/L·lır.ı ll,ıııım. Adjuining llıi-. room i-. a b,ıtlıroom 

,ıııd .ı -.vn·,ıııl'o.; rpunı \1usl ullhe furııi-.hings \VL'rL' 

bnHıglıl lwn· lrunı Dolm,ıb.ıiH,L' f\ıl,ıce. 



Yaverlik Köşk 
Rclativcly liltle is known about this building, 
which has a rectangular plan and consists of a ba­
sement two n-ıain storeys <md an allic. Thcrc <ıre the 
remains of what seems to be <ı pool in the base­
mcnt. The lower m<ıin slorey is of stone, <ınd the 
upper storcys of timber. There is <ı jetlicd vvooden 
balcony on the ground noor, <ınd on the first floor ,ı 

veranda supported by timber columns, which is 

Oppu•.ıtc page, abuvc /ı n o ı/ pcı ı nt ın~ fıl( 

1\lurellın 'Jıl(azı u:hıth han;.:< ın thı· 

anteclıambcr Thı< ı< an alle;.:orıca/ 
dcpıctıon of 'ta/ova ın aneımi /ının . 

Oppu•.ıtc page, beluw /ı J Qth cent url( t'G">C 

and <ııle ta/ıle <upportcd 1•1( a cent n· 
co/unın · 
abuvc A corner of the mu ın rtYfplıon 
room , wlıo<e furnı/urt• da tc< from tlıe 

1 Qtlı cent url( 
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abov• The central roonı on the upper 
floor of thr hou<x> 
oppsıı• The 1\rt Nouveau /arqucrcd 
cabınet ın the central roo nı . la tr 1 qth 
century 
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the dominant fecıture of the fcıçcıde. 
The plcın cınd decorcıtion suggests thcıt the Yaver­

lik Köşk wcıs built in the last decade of the 19th 
century, during the reign of Sultan Abdülhamid II 
(187n-1908). This is confirmed by the fact that Sul­
tan Abdülhamid ll had repairs carried out and new 
buildings constructcd in Yalova. 

The stecp broad-eaved roof, the triangular pedi -



~- -... . ,.. ... 
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Ili 
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The lacquered suıte of chaırs and va se ın 

the central room on the upper {/oor, 

1 9th century 
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ment over the dormer window, and the decoration 
on the upper part of the façade and on the capitzıls 
of the timber colunıns supporting the veranda are 
rcminiscent of Art Nouveau. In terms of the extcri­
or decoration, plan, and period, the Yaverlik Köşk 
bcars a close rescmblance to thehouseson Istanbul 
Prince's Islands. 



Fallawing the proclcımcıtion of the Republic, Ata­
türk had the Yaverlik Köşk repaired , and used it 
until Atatürk Köşk was canstructed. Thereafter, it 
was used to accommodate his aides-de-camp (hen­
ce the name yaverlik, literally "the position of aide­
de-caınp") and close friends who accoınpanied him 
to Yalova . Today the building has been repaired 
and hauses public aınenities. 
General Secretariat Building 
The General Seeretarial Building dates from the la­
te 1920s and is now used to house public amenities. 

!'art of the bedroom furnished with [m ­

pire-s tyle lacquered furnit ure . 
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The Köşks Opcn asa Muscun1 

Y alova has been ,ı '>P<l ,ınd lw,ılth rL's u rt s ince 

cıncient times on ,ıccount of its nıiıwr,ıl 

spring'>. The popul<ırity of the '>p,ı co nliııu ­

ed throughout the Ottom,ın period , <ınd in tlw 
1920s and !9.30s, J\t,ıtürk used to conw hcrL' on ho­

liday ,ınd Lo b,ıthe in the miıwr,ıl w,ıLL'r" Lo impnn·e 

his hmllh . The Atalür1-- Kö~k ,ıııd other buildin gs 

bcccıme a sunımer resort complc"- . 

Ya 1 ova J\ l al ı: i r k 

Köşk hcıs tod.ıy been 

repaired and reslon'd 

ond opencd Lo the 
public . Combining 
bolh hisloriccıl inll'rcst 

<1nd <1 beaulifııl ıı,ılu ­

ral sclling, the coınp ­

lex slands out from si ­

milar museum" of tlıi'> 

kind . As .ı plca'>,ınl 

grecn arc<ı wilhin 

e,ısy reach of lsl,ıııbul , 

the Y<ılovo Kö~ks \vill 

become mnre impor­

lant in fulurc <lS <1 pb ­

ce where cily d wellers 
c<1n enjoy be<ıtılilul 

sccııery <1tıd see hislo ­

ric buildiııgs iıı llwir 

o ri gina 1 sl'll i ıı g . 

u ppu" '"' \ tıılur~ '- .. tudv 

b l·l o"" Thf ltı lı' Y<'d'ı"ı' JlUY'fiJPJry und 

lıoııkt·ıı..,c dt'nırı.ıl t'ı i u·ıtJı lı ru ....... ıı rı. J 

rJı,ı/ıı,r.ıpJı ot \t.ıtıak ırı tlıı· 'lıdı; 

.?3 
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